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Editorial 
 

‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas’  as the song recorded by Perry  
Como, Johnnie Mathis, Bing Crosby, Michael Buble and many more goes. 
This year has been a really strange one, but it’s lovely to see that      
families have already started to decorate their houses with lights and 
wreaths, which is brightening up the village most wonderfully. 

So let’s talk about changing habits, normally the sort of topic discussed 
at the start of a new year. Alongside the undeniably negative aspects, 
many people will have found at least one pandemic-induced change they 
have made this year which has improved their life. Maybe you have 
found that a daily walk is not just for dog-owners. Perhaps you have a 
had chance to chat to passers-by or listen to the birds more. You may 
now cook more meals from scratch. Simple changes like these cost little, 
may save you money and are often eco-savvy.                                                                                     

When we do spend money this side of Christmas, it has the potential to 
be of more significance than in previous years. Many people are now    
realising the true worth of local businesses and services, sometimes    
because they are at risk of losing them or have lost them. Small        
businesses have had to adapt, invested and are proving their worth by 
providing Covid-safe eating areas (prior to this latest lockdown), online 
classes, take-away meals or grocery deliveries. Every single customer is 
important to a small business and never more so than during this year of 
tribulations.   

I cannot claim credit for the last two paragraphs, they have been written 
by our Advertising Manager, Kate Hopkins, thank-you Kate. Please do 
continue to support the businesses that advertise with us. 

So as we approach the end of a very unusual year, I would like to thank    
everyone who has supported Living Villages either with an encouraging    
comment or as an advertiser, a distributer, someone or an organisation 
that has made a donation, those of you who have a written articles or 
sent me photographs, you all make this a magazine that I am proud to 
edit and produce along with the LV team of Kate, Rod and Gordon. 

Lets hope 2021 is better than 2020! 

Stay Safe 

Tracy Sortwell  
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WORSHIP DECEMBER 2020 

All subject to Government restrictions. 
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Christmas is  
not cancelled! 

REFLECTIONS by 
Rev. Jane Tailby 

Christmas will be different this year! I think we all know that by now; the    
trouble is, we don’t yet know how different it will be – what will be allowed, how 
many can join together, where we will be able to gather……. And that is true of 
our churches as we well. We don’t know yet, whether social distancing      
guidelines will be relaxed to allow more people to gather in our churches, 
whether we will be able to sing, whether we will be allowed to “mingle” after the 
service.  
 

However, whatever we are able to do, or not do, one thing is for sure –    
Christmas is not cancelled! How could it be possible to cancel the celebration 
of Christ’s birth; his coming into our dark world with his message of comfort 
and joy, his message of hope. More than ever, we need to hear those words 
now, and that message will be proclaimed in our churches, in our homes and in 
our hearts, one way or another. 
 

Let’s start with what we won’t be able to do. Although, if we are out if          
lock-down, we will continue with our usual monthly service pattern for the first 
Sundays of December, we won’t have our usual Midnight Mass in St. Mary’s. 
With the size of St. Mary’s, it won’t be possible to accommodate the numbers 
we usually have for that service, and it is thought that it may be that late night 
services won’t be allowed if there is some sort of curfew in place. 
 

Our great celebration will be focussed around our carol service for the two    
villages to be held in St. Mary’s Churchyard at 3pm on Sunday, 20th          
December. Following the success of our outdoor Remembrance, and the fact 
that we were allowed to sing for that service, we are hoping that singing      
outdoors will be allowed again. To make this a really festive event, come 
dressed up, not just for spending time outdoors, but with a Christmas theme – 
the more reindeer ears, sparkly earrings, tinsel and stars the better. It’s over to 
your imagination – this is Christmas! 
 

There will be short Christmas Communion services at both Thornhaugh and 
Wansford on Christmas morning: 9.30 a.m. at Wansford and 10.30 a.m. at 
Thornhaugh. We’re having services at both churches at different times so that 
hopefully we will be able to accommodate all those who would like to share in a 
service on Christmas Day. We will be asking people to let Rev. Jane know 
they are coming so that we are sure about numbers. I know that booking in 
for a service is strange, but just for now, it is what we need to do. And don’t 
forget that will be celebrating St. Andrew at the beginning of December at 
Thornhaugh at our 9.30 a.m. service. 
 

I know we will miss out usual events this year, but I do have the feeling that if 
we miss things this year, we are doing our bit to make sure that we are all able 
to be together next Christmas and that the virus, whilst not “history” will be 
having less of an impact on our lives. Let us continue to pray for each other, to 
think about each other’s needs and to share the Good News that God loved the 
world so much that he sent his Son to share out life, our joys and our sorrows – 
he knows and he understands.  

With every blessing, and a very happy Christmas!! 
Rev. Jane 
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An update from the Friends. 
 

We were hoping to be able to have a socially distanced meeting for our 
AGM which is normally November, however, lockdown 2 has put paid to 
that. 
 

Our accounts are currently being audited, and once that is complete, any of 
the Friends can contact either Jean Stace or myself to view a copy. 
 

Let us all have a healthy Christmas with ( hopefully) family contact, and a 
more promising start to next year. 
 
Caroline 

Peterborough Prison Request 
 
Every year the chaplains at Peterborough Prison ask for boxes of chocolates 
so that the 1300 men and women held locally will receive some sweets on 
Christmas Day, sometimes their only present or acknowledgement.   
 
This year we are looking for the 850-1kg boxes of Quality Street, Roses,  
Heroes or Celebrations. They cost between £4 and £5 in supermarkets . 16 
tubs are needed for just 1 sweet per inmate. So please can you give       
generously.  
 
I can collect from the church porches in our area on the     weekend of 
12/13 December, or directly if you wish to contact me. So many thanks. 
Maureen Woodd 01780 789908 or on maureenwoodd@gmail.com  

Stibbington Church-yard Tidy 
 
I would like to personally thank all those that gave up an October Sunday 
morning to help tidy our village churchyard. 
 

I am always amazed on how much we achieve in just two hours. In these 
strange times, it was a real treat to meet up with neighbours, we were 
blessed with a beautiful morning and it was truly enjoyable. 
 

I would like to thank, Mike and Charlotte Bradshaw for their kindness, and for 
providing their huge trailer once again, which is invaluable and we are always 
thankful for. 
 

Kind Regards 
Suzy Story 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S AND ST ANDREW’S 

mailto:maureenwoodd@gmail.com
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New Business Update 
  
Amongst the advertisers in this magazine, 
there are some who have bravely started a 
new enterprise at this testing time.   
We featured DIYABC last month just before 
the second lockdown was announced. Since it 
is an educational facility, Stacy has thankfully 
been able to remain open to teach practical 
skills and business training at her new      cus-
tom-built training centre. With the need to 
maintain flexibility, her range of courses will 
continue to grow and she even has gift vouch-
ers available in time for Christmas. On her 
website you can see more pictures of her 
teaching areas, details of courses and Covid-
safe measures.  

Georgina of the aptly named Georgina’s Curtains and 
Keepsakes has some interesting ideas for gifts since we 
originally mentioned her new business in September. 
However, she is still poised to help you dress your      
windows with style. 
 

Teresa of Twinkle Tots UK has been a 
professional tailoress for many years, 
running her own successful alteration 
service (Stitch in Time) for local       

designer clothing shops. She has now branched out to 
make high standard baby and toddler clothing. 
 

In the October issue we          
highlighted Rosa May Crafts 
the online business where   
Nadia    provides craft related 
tips and you can purchase 
craft materials and patterns. 
Meanwhile Laura of Yeo Pet      
Services is able to provide 
solutions for your animal care 
needs both in and away  from 

                your home.    
 

We certainly have some entrepreneurial women out there, providing a range 
of products, services and training. Please think about supporting our         
advertisers and other local businesses, with the power of your pound. It will 
add to the “feel-good factor” this Christmas since every single customer is 
important to a small business. 
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P E T E R   R I D D I N G T O N 
L A N D S C A P I N G 

 

We supply and install Patios & Pathways, Decking, Stone Walls and Fencing, 
We plant Trees, Shrubs Hedges and Flowers, and offer a complete Garden  
Maintenance and Improvement Service.  Garden design service provided 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 
 

4 LOCKS GREEN, YARWELL, PETERBOROUGH PE8 6PY 
Telephone: 01780 783004   Mobile: 07860 962068 
Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 

WANSFORD  
COMMUNITY HALL 
Peterborough Road, Wansford 

 
This hall accommodates parties of up to  
36 people seated.  Ideal for Meetings,  

Workshops, Aerobics etc 
 

GREAT VALUE AT ONLY £4 per hour 
FOR BOOKINGS TELEPHONE 

John Stannage 07879 485330 
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Stibbington and Wansford WI 
Today’s women working for tomorrow’s world  

 

Another month has passed, and lockdown is on again. For W.I. this has meant 
that our AGM has been moved forward to spring 2021 following advice from 
headquarters. The tentative plans the committee were putting together for  
possible meetings in the new year have also been placed ‘on the back burner’ 
as the saying goes until we can meet again.  
This has not stopped members keeping in touch, making use of electronic 
means. Now we have a new and informative means, thanks to one member – 
Marie Lewis, who has masterminded the production of ‘Nene Bridge Times’. This 
fortnightly news sheet is like a mini monthly meeting, filled with articles put 
together by members, reflecting the nature of our monthly meetings. Articles 
are informative, based on members own interests – local history, local         
organisations & charities, crafts. It is hoped that members will be able help 
keep the news sheet going while lockdown continues.  
As we move towards Christmas and all its preparations, one contributor, Judith 
Rogers has kindly agreed for her recipe to be used in our monthly report, and 
may prove useful, fingers crossed that batch baking may needed over the 
Christmas, if visitors are allowed! 
 
A Recipe for Freezer Mincemeat  
Many of you will probably be wondering why you would take the trouble to 
make your own mincemeat when there are so many good brands available to 
purchase.  A few reasons!  It is made without suet, ideal for using up windfall 
apples and has a soft texture which does not go solid when frozen because of 
the syrup in it.  If you prefer to have no nuts, I add chopped glace cherries  
instead. 

 

1. Mix all dried fruits, sugar, fat and spices in a large bowl. Add the apples. 
2. Heat the cider or apple juice in a large pan until it bubbles. 
3. Stir in the fruit mixture, lemon rind, juice and syrup. 
4. Simmer, covered for 40 minutes, stirring occasionally.  Remove lid and    
 simmer for a further 15 minutes or until juice is almost absorbed. 
5. Cool slightly, stir in brandy or rum and nuts. 
6. Put in rigid container, seal and freeze. Use within 6 months. 
7. When using, spoon frozen mincemeat into your pastry cases. Return the 
 rest to your freezer for use at a later date! 

Rhona Punter 01780 592 514 

450 gm Raisins 1 level tsp. Ground Cloves 
350 gm Currants 900 gm Cooking or Windfall Apples, diced 
225 gm Sultanas 150 ml Cider or Apple Juice 
350 gm Dk Soft Brown Sugar 2 Lemons, grated rind and juice 
150 gm Butter 4 tbs. Golden Syrup 
2 level tsp. Cinnamon 4 tbs. Brandy or Rum 
2 level tsp. Ground Nutmeg 75 gm Roasted Hazelnuts, chopped 
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At last we have quite a lot of news and some events planned! Our A.G.M. 
will be held online by Zoom on Saturday 5th December, and details and    
reports will be emailed to all our members beforehand. Although we hope 
that as many as possible will join us on Zoom on the evening, those who 
would have joined us in the Christie Hall in normal times but may not be 
able to join the Zoom meeting, will still have all the information and news. 

As announced at the A.G.M. a year ago, I am resigning as chairman and 
from the committee after 20 years. It has been a pleasure and great       
privilege to be in this role for so long and I have had great support   
throughout from committee members, past and present, as well as from our 
enthusiastic and friendly membership. There have been so many highlights, 
not only the 5 high profile celebrity talks we have held in the Haycock     
Ballroom in recent years, the two day trips to special places further afield 
and the annual horticultural shows, but also the many talks, garden visits 
and coach trips which have taken place over the years. However the most 
enjoyable aspect has been the warmth and camaraderie of our members, 
who have always been so encouraging and appreciative of our activities, 
sharing as we do a love of all things horticultural. 

The committee has agreed that Gary Punter should take the role of chairman 
from now on, having contributed so much to the society in recent months 
since our lives all changed, and I’m sure he will take us forward in this    
rather uncertain world with enthusiasm and innovation. Julie McAnally is  
rejoining the committee after a 16 year absence and I know she will be a 
great asset. 

There are already dates for forthcoming events and talks. On Wednesday 
27th January 2021 at 7.30 p.m. a Zoom online talk by Nancy Stevens 
entitled “An entertaining story of Curious Herbal – intrigue and      
history of medicinal herbs”. Also the coach trip to Hidcote and Kiftsgate 
which was scheduled for the end of July this year has been rebooked for the 
same weekend in 2021. Similarly our postponed talk “A Beautiful Tale of 
Japanese Gardens” with Patsy Rayner will now take place on Thursday 27th 
May, either on Zoom or in the hall. Many other activities, talks and       
workshops, are still to be confirmed so watch this space. 

Well I’ll sign off now, wishing everyone a safe and healthy 2021 with much 
enjoyment from your gardens. 

 

Gill Fisher. fisher.gill@yahoo.com 

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
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Solid Fuel Merchant 
Supplier of Pre Packs 

 

Coal Bunkers    Charcoal    Compost 
Flo Gas     Logs & Sticks     Salt 

 
Coal Yard                                     Office 
Station Road                                  12 Church Hill 
Nassington                                                   Castor 
01780 782540                                   01733 380470 

GRIFFIN 

CONQUER TREE SERVICES 
All aspects of tree surgery covered: 

Pruning  Re-shaping  Felling  Topping  Hedge trimming 
FREE no obligation quotation — Fully insured 
Shaun Burnett (NPTC Fully Qualified Arborist) 

Telephone 01780 749567  Mobile 07905 317315 

BARKLEYS GARDEN SERVICES 

Grass cutting, weeding,  
hedge trimming 
 

Lady gardener  

available 
 

Bev & Peter 

Ailsworth  
(01733) 380480  

07593721144 

beverleybarkley1@gmail.com 

Justine Bromage 
 

Fully qualified personal trainer 
Piyo and Pilates instructor 

 
**  Online web classes ** 

 
07919 106 156 

 
justwhim@hotmail.com 
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Regular Living Villages readers will know that some time ago the decision 
was made to part sponsor a hearing dog. We are now onto our third dog, 
Otis, who recently celebrated his second birthday. We are assured that he 
had a wonderful time and was thrilled, it’s just that his eyebrows make him 
look a little stern! 

 
He also had a lovely doggy birthday 
cake and a fluffy duck toy. 

During the past two years I have 
shared updates with you of Otis’s training as he progresses to become an 
invaluable hearing dog. His story is on the next two pages, but first a bit of 
background about Hearing Dogs for Deaf People.  
Since 1982 they have matched thousands of adorable dogs with deaf people 
and they currently have over 1000 working dog partnerships across the UK. 
The cost to train and support a hearing dog throughout their lifetime is 
£40,000 and they retire when they are 11 years old when their deaf partner 
can re-apply for a new dog and many retired dogs are kept on as pets.   
Puppies are carefully selected by studying the parents for their temperament 
and intelligence. The dogs are trained to alert deaf people to important and 
life saving sounds that they would otherwise miss. Deafness can be a very 
isolating disability, a hearing dog gives a new found sense of independence 
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So this was Otis as a        
mischievous eight week old 
puppy. He spent his first few 
weeks with his volunteer  
puppy socialiser, Rachel who 
described him as ‘the     
friendliest, most loveable 
tyke!’ He had quickly learnt 
how to ‘sit’ and loved        
exploring the garden and   
following people around. 
 
Otis stayed with Rachel for 
the first year of his life where 
he learnt basic training, went 

to puppy class and enjoyed a loving stable home. He was just like any  
puppy and loved to 
chew anything and   
everything, usually all 
the things he shouldn’t 
and he was particularly 
fond of trainers, wellies, 
school shoes and      
slippers. I guess that 
will sound familiar to all 
dog owners especially 
those of us with puppies 
at the moment! 

Socialisation with other dogs and humans is 
also very important, the photo shows his first 
encounter with Flossie, a 7 year old Golden 
Retriever, with the patience of a saint. He also 
experienced the sights and smells of the     
outside world, pet rabbits, ducks and other 
puppies. 
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Otis quickly passed his first and second star rosettes by responding        
extremely well to the ‘reward based training,’ learning very quickly that if he 
played nicely and is a good Otis, he’ll get treats, fusses and tickle tums, but 
if he doesn’t then he’ll just be ignored, there's absolutely no punishment, 
but this is enough for him to learn that doing good things results in good 
things happening. 
 

He was now starting 
to go out with his 
harness on showing 
that he is a Hearing 
Dog in Training and 
Rachel started to 
introduce him to 
new environments 
such as cafés,     
supermarkets, and  
libraries as well as 

public transport. He has learnt to walk to 
heel and on a loose lead. (I heard this 
described as the smile between dog and 
owner, which I think is lovely.) 
 

At the end of his 
first year it was time 
for him to move on 
to a new puppy 
trainer     volunteer, 
Grace who started 
to teach him some 
new tricks such as 
‘sitting on mat’ and 
‘paw’ - very useful 
for health checks. 

Lockdown has been a real challenge for all of us, and 
Otis had to get used to everyone wearing 
facemasks. His training has continued 
and he has now learnt to wake up Grace 
when her alarm sounds, by jumping on 
her bed and when the doorbell rings he 
will gain her attention and lead her to 
the door. 
He is going to be a fantastic support for 
someone very soon. 
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**Online classes** 
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Wansford Pasture, Standens Pasture and 
Old Sulehay Woods 

 
There have been a number of articles about these three local areas which 
are controlled by the Wildlife Trust. The recent introduction of Highland   
Cattle into Wansford Pasture prompted a number of us to get our camera’s 
out and I am grateful to John Measures for the front cover and Vicky    
Cracknell for the wonderfully atmospheric early morning photo below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have been able to go for a walk in and around these areas recently 
you may have noticed a number of changes. I have taken the following     
information from the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire 
Wildlife Trust website. (www.wildlifebcn.org) 
 
Standens Pasture—many of us have been disappointed to find that this has 
been closed to the public for some time—this is the reason. 
 

currently locked due to dogs running off lead, despite signs requesting them to 
be on lead; and an incident where a Trust member of staff was bitten. This will 
be reviewed in the future.  
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 Wansford Pasture SSSI Nature Reserve, sheep were grazing until late 
September and this was the reason that the fence was erected effectively 
closing off the permissive path running diagonally across the site from the 
public footpath to the site  vehicle gate on Old Leicester Road. The reason 
for this was to limit the risk of dog/sheep interaction. 

Once the sheep left, the gate in the 
new partition fence was opened and 
the newly introduced Highland Cattle 
were given full access to the whole 
site. If like me you have walked this 
route recently you may have had some 
close encounters with these very large 
horned, but apparently quite peaceful 
creatures!  
 
The public footpath route is still open 
and will remain so throughout the 
year. Access to the rest of the field will 
be available when sheep are not pre-
sent, effectively 10 months of the year 
and certainly during the main floristic 
interest, with thousand of orchids on 
site. 
 
(Photos by Tracy Sortwell) 
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Old Sulehay, has recently seen a number of improvements which have 
been made possible by two generous grants from Mick George Community 
Fund and the Northwick Trust. 
 

The beautiful Old Sulehay nature reserve comprises mixed habitat in four 
distinct areas – one part a fragment of the ancient Rockingham Forest, the 
other areas showing the remnants of quarrying works - Stonepit Close was a 
source of limestone, Ring Haw also was quarried for limestone plus ironstone 
and silica clay, and in places remains of the quarry railway track beds and 
sidings can still be seen.  
 

The completed work includes a much needed new trough and water supply 
for the cattle and rare breed sheep which graze the reserve - to help     
maintain the varied habitat structure most of the grassland is grazed to   
retain low soil fertility. At the Ring Haw car park a gate and fencing have 
been added, a gate on the footpath at the bridge, fencing along the path 
towards Nassington, plus much maintenance work including scrub removal 
have been achieved.  
 

Photos by Becky Mayes taken from 
the wildlife trust website. New    fen-
ing along Nassington path, new gate on Old Sulehay Bridge footpath and 
new trough and water supply 
 

Tracy Sortwell 
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Make sure your stay savvy, not sorry, 
 when it comes to online Christmas shopping 

 
Eileen Le Voi, Safe Local Trades  
 
LET’S face it – shopping at the moment 
isn’t the kind of retail therapy we once 
knew and enjoyed, particularly given the 
recent second lockdown and limited ac-
cess to non-essential goods. 
 
For many people, going to the shops for basics is seen more of a necessity or 
even a chore; so it will come as no surprise that an increase in online shopping 
in 2020 has also meant a rise in scams. 
 
Figures show that online shopping and auction fraud shot up by a third in 2020, 
with increased spending during lockdown highlighted as the main cause.   
 
Interestingly, four in five online shopping fraud victims were under the age of 
50, with those in their Twenties being the most likely to be victim of online 
shopping fraud. 
 
And while ‘tis the season of Christmas shopping, the festive fraudsters will be 
looking to make mischief and bring misery to millions. However, there are some 
wise words from Action Fraud when it comes to staying safe. 
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Choosing where you shop 
Carry out your own research if you are buying something from a company or 
person you don’t know or trust. If you decide to go ahead with the purchase, 
use a credit card if you have one, as most major credit card providers insure 
online purchases. Some other payment methods do provide good consumer 
protection, but they aren't obliged to provide the same protection as a credit 
card provider.   
Keep your devices up to date 
Make sure you install the latest software and app updates. These usually   
contain important security updates that can protect you against fraud and 
identity theft. Just turn on automatic updates so your device will update itself 
in future. 
Secure your email account 
Having a strong password is the first defence against cyber criminals who are 
looking to hack into your email account to steal valuable information like bank 
details and the logins for your other online accounts. They will use things like 
your address or date of birth when trying to crack your passwords. 
A strong password for your email should be one you don’t re-use anywhere 
else. This way, even if a hacker manages to access your email, they won't 
also be able to log into your online bank account. 
Take care with links in emails and texts 
If the offer looks too good to be true, then it probably is. Be aware that links 
may come from fake websites, designed to steal your money and personal 
details. Not all links are bad, but if you are unsure don't use the link, go    
separately to the website. 
Turn on two-factor authentication (2FA) 
To give any online account additional protection, where possible, you 
should turn on two-factor authentication (2FA). 2FA is a way for the   
service you're using to double check that you really are the person you claim 
to be, when logging in.  
Don't give away too much information 
Remembering the name of your favourite film or stating your city of birth 
aren’t needed for buying goods online, so only fill the mandatory details of 
forms when making a purchase. These are usually marked with an             
asterisk*. If you can avoid it, don’t create an account on a new site unless 
you’re going to use that site a lot in the future. You can usually checkout as a 
guest to make your purchase.  
When things go wrong 
Scams can be incredibly sophisticated and hard to spot. If you think you may 
have been taken in by a bogus website, take a note of the website's address, 
then close down your internet browser. You can report the details to 
www.actionfraud.police.uk and contact your bank to seek advice. 
 
Safe Local Trades would like to wish all their customers, members and      
suppliers a very Happy Christmas. Stay safe, in every way… 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/setting-two-factor-authentication-2fa
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk
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WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

All Councillors were available for the Meeting, albeit held in the comfort of our 
own homes via Skype. 
 

Planning.  
 

Two Planning Applications were considered.  One to fell 3 larch trees in Black 
Swan Spinney, which the Council referred to the PCC Tree Officer,  and one 
regarding the expansion of the Augean Waste Site in King’s Cliffe, which is 
beyond WPC jurisdiction: no comment. 
 

OLR Footpath 
 

Prompted by the Wildlife Trust’s closure of the Permissive Footpath across the 
SSSI, and the introduction of sheep and now Highland Cattle to manage the 
grassland, WPC has lobbied PCC to have the footpath from Robin’s Field to 
the junction of the OLR/KCR reinstated and has received a positive response.  
PCC has promised to reinstate it within the current Financial Year, Mar 21 at 
the latest.  Watch this space, but don’t hold your breath ! 
  

And, a warning to you dog walkers, the normally placid Highland cattle are 
now free roaming across the whole SSSI and Howard Farms have cattle in 
the adjacent field. 
 

OLR/A47 Junction 
 

This dangerous junction, and the damage caused by the King’s Cliffe        
Industrial Site HGVs, remains a cause for concern.  Whilst not wishing to  
encourage even more HGVs, the Council considers that a separate Right Turn 
lane for Eastbound traffic would reduce the risks substantially.  Accordingly, 
the Council will lobby PCC for such improvements. 
 

Speed Signs 
 

The Council is concerned that there appears to be some discord regarding 
speeding vehicles within the Village, with some Residents believing it is not a 
problem.  And, it is apparent that someone believes that turning the 20/30 
mph signs is a good jape.  Not so; and the Police Service has been advised. 
 

Councillor Clarke has now installed the active speed sign on OLR and we will 
see what it records.  From a recent visit to Robin’s Field I noted, that once 
activated, the offender slowed down quite quickly. So, the impact is real.  The 
Council has purchased 5 sets of mountings for the speed sign so that it can 
migrate to other parts of the village when we wish. 
 

A47 
 

WPC will receive a Briefing from Highways England in mid-December and 
Councillor Clarke will assuredly submit an article for January’s LV. 
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Christie Hall 
 

The Christie Hall is hoping to upgrade the Heating and Ventilation System to 
be Covid compliant.   
 

King’s Cliffe Industrial Site 
 

The Chairman had a meeting with the KCIS Manager who agreed, and who 
has removed the ‘HGV Turn Right’ sign for leaving traffic.  Whilst most of the 
traffic may wish to turn right to join the A1, there will be some who wish to 
join the A47/A43 heading for the A14 or M1. Ultimately, a one-way system 
would prevent much of the damage caused by HGVs passing each other on 
our narrow roads. 
 

Space restrictions prevent me from reporting all matters here, and so for the 
rest of the news bulletin please refer to the formal Minutes on the WPC Web-
site for your bedtime reading. 
 

As always, I sign off with Dave Allen’s salutation; God Bless and may your 
God go with you. And with BREXIT looming and Lockdown uncertainty – go 
for it and Have a Very Happy Christmas whatever your religious beliefs. 
  

Dave Johnson 
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A meeting of Thornhaugh Parish Council took place via Zoom on 16th November 
2020.  It was chaired by Chris Smith and present were Louise Molesworth and 
Adrian Rodgers.  In attendance were one Member of the Public, Peter Slinger, 
Prospective Green Party Candidate for the Ward Elections and Deirdre   
McCumiskey, Clerk. 
 
Apologies were given from Ashleigh Kewney and Martin Lewis. 
 
Public Forum 
Hannah Joyce stated she was moving into Meadow Lane and will be making  
alterations to the house (loft conversion and porch).  If any resident would like 
to see the plans before they are submitted to the Planning Department, please 
contact Hannah Joyce. 
 

Hannah Joyce made the suggestion that residents could make a Christmas   
Window (decorating one window of their house with Christmas Themes) to make 
the village attractive and lift residents’ spirits during the Covid 19 Restrictions.  
This suggestion was well received and will be included in the Christmas Tree 
leaflet. 
 

Peter Slinger made the suggestions of residents standing on their doorsteps on 
Christmas Eve and making a noise (banging a saucepan, etc), to welcome in 
Christmas Eve.  It was noted that this would be difficult due to the layout of the 
village. 
 
Police Matters 
There were no police representatives present.  No-one present had heard of any 
reported crimes. 
  
Speeding Motorists 
The Chairman reported that she had been in contact with Peterborough City 
Council about the possibility of obtaining road markings/electronic signs but PCC 
will not fund these.  The Chairman had been advised to be cautious if the Parish 
Council if they funded the painting of road markings due to using the correct 
paint, etc for Health & Safety reasons.  The Chairman stated that the road is not 
classed as busy enough for financial support from PCC.  The Chairman had   
established that electronic signs would cost £2,800 - £3,275 per sign not      
including installation which would need sponsorship, donations and/or          
fund-raising if enough of the residents are interested.  It was noted that many 
of the speeding motorists are residents.  It was noted that if speed bumps are 
installed, when a lorry goes over them, it would disturb the residents who live 
near to the speed bumps.  The Chairman did not feel that an application for 
speed reduction measures to Augean would be successful.  It was agreed that a 
note about speeding motorists would be included in a future flyer. 
 
Footpaths 
It was noted that the footpath at the end of Meadow Lane has been re-instated 
(thanks were expressed to Chris Foers, the builder).  The footpath from Russell 
Hill to the A47 has been delineated (thanks were expressed to Peter Sharpley).  
The  Chairman  had received a  letter from Mr & Mrs A King,  the new owners of  

THORNHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
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Thornhaugh Hall confirming they are doing landscape maintenance work and 
they will ensure that all footpaths are made passable.  Lee Moore, the PCC  
Footpaths’ Officer has been in contact with Mr & Mrs King to seek assurance 
that the temporary fencing put up will be moved to allow better access to the     
footpath (thanks were expressed to Lee Moore).  Martin Witherington had 
sent an update on the Lime Tree Avenue Footpath (footpath adjacent to the 
chicken farm) of which it has been acknowledged that there is sufficient    
evidence in the application to make an Order under the Wildlife and       
Countryside Act 1981 to record on the Definitive Map and Statement a public 
footpath along the application route.  PCC will issue the order on 11th        
December 2020 (the end of the statutory consultation period).  Thanks were 
expressed to Martin Witherington and the others who were involved for their 
persistence and determination.  The signage for the footpath had been 
raised.  Lee Moore has confirmed that all signage will be provided by PCC 
once the final stage of reinstatement is complete. 
 

Defibrillator 
The Chairman has not heard from Rev J Tailby but it was noted that         
apparently a 28-day Notice has been placed on the church gate and this is 
presumably part of the application to install the defibrillator in the church 
porch.  Louise Molesworth has spoken to a Nassington resident where the six 
defibrillators have been linked up and could be linked up to the one in  
Thornhaugh.  A re-quote for the cost of the defibrillator will have to be     
obtained due to the delay in the purchasing the defibrillator.  Peter Slinger 
stated that the Parish Council will need to check the time limits and          
conditions when permission has been obtained. 
 

Christmas Tree 
It was noted that Nicki Rogers has kindly agreed to fund the Christmas Tree 
again from the Bill Rogers’ Memorial Fund.  She is printing the flyers and will 
distribute them in the village.  The flyers will invite people to put their own 
decorations onto the tree and photographs will be taken and an article     
written for Living Villages.  The Chairman will order the Christmas Tree once 
Digby’s Farm opens on 28th November 2020 and will arrange delivery (Covid 
19 Restrictions permitting).  Kay and Martin Lewis have offered to erect the 
tree and put the lights on it. 
 

Planning Applications 
Planning Application 19/01889 Change of use from an agricultural field and 
woodland to form an adventure play scheme including erection of indoor play 
and visitor amenity barn, a supporting toilet and changing block, staff welfare 
facilities, outdoor play equipment and car park at Land off Sutton Heath 
Road, Southorpe – Objections - Awaiting Decision; Planning Application 
20/00733 Erection of new play area within existing leisure site at Sacrewell 
Farm, Thornhaugh – No Objections – Awaiting Decision; Planning Application 
20/01178 Fell 4x Leylandii trees, 2x Cherry trees, 2x Fir trees, 1x Willow tree 
(All tree adjacent to dry stone wall) & Fell 6x Leylandii trees (Rear right side 
of garden/corner bordering Manor Farm) at 21 Russell Hill, Thornhaugh – It 
was noted that the 2x Cherry trees will not be felled – it was agreed to take 
the Tree Officer’s advice.  Early indications are that this will be permitted. 
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It was noted that very little response is being received from PCC Planning    
Department, despite many follow-up e-mails.   The Parish Council will continue 
to chase on any outstanding issues.  The only response that been received   
related to the length of the boundary wall on the new-build in Meadow Lane.  
 

Donation 
A thank you letter had been received from Xanthe Pitt thanking the Chairman 
for the photographs of hanging baskets.  Xanthe Pitt’s donation has funded the 
autumn/winter hanging baskets and will fund the spring/summer hanging bas-
kets.  Xanthe Pitts plans to visit the village once the Covid 19 Restrictions are 
lifted. 
 

Bank Signatories 
It was noted that Chris Smith, Louise Molesworth and Adrian Rodgers have 
completed the paperwork to become bank signatories.  The Clerk is already a 
bank signatory.  Adrian Rodgers has experienced difficulties setting up internet 
banking but will continue to getting this resolved with the help of the Clerk. 
 

Budget  
Adrian Rodgers will prepare the Draft Budget and Draft Precept for the January 
2021 Meeting. 
 

Meeting Dates 2021 
It was agreed that these will be 18th January, 15th March, 17th May (APM & 
AGM), 19th July, 20th September, 15th November 2021. 
 

Covid 19 Restrictions 
It was noted that residents are being supportive of vulnerable residents during 
the second lockdown.  It was noted that the Flu Jabs Programme run by the 
Wansford Surgery had been very successful and thanks were passed to the   
surgery. 
 

Grass Verges 
It was noted that the grass verges off the fields near the junction with the A1 
are in an extremely poor state and remain so despite a request to take remedial 
action. Stuart Foreman has also written to Peter Sharpley regarding remedial 
action. 
 

Book Exchange 
It was noted that this has remained open with safety instructions displayed as 
there is very little use now due to winter and the second lockdown. 
 

A47 Wansford to Sutton Dualling Scheme 
It was noted the proposal is for a 1.6-mile new stretch of dual carriageway 
which largely follows the existing A47 at the Wansford end, crossing to the 
north and running parallel to the existing A47. There will be a dedicated slip 
road from the A1 southbound to the A47 eastbound to alleviate congestion at 
the junction. The existing single carriageway for westbound traffic across the A1 
bridge at Wansford will be kept the same. There are also proposals for         
improvements to the roundabouts at Wansford.  
 

Date of Next Meeting 
The Next Meeting of Thornhaugh Parish Council will take place at 7.00 pm on 
18th January 2021.  Venue to be confirmed. 
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The hall is open from 
1st August for limited 

hire that falls  
within current                   

government guidelines 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR! 
editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 

Dear Editor  
 
Some of our readers may have noticed deliberate damage to a    
number of the Cricket Bat Willows recently planted in the riverside 
field near Wansford Bridge. They appear to have been partially     
severed with a machete like blade and then snapped off.  
 
At a rough count I would say that around 20 have been damaged 
near the path taken by walkers, and while they will shoot again from 
the base, they will only become willow shrubs. I have made the    
contractors aware of the problem and they will replant during the 
winter season, as well as replacing some already dead sets.  
 
They commented that they seen an increase in mindless vandalism in 
plantations elsewhere during the year. Any additional information 
would be welcome. 
 
Opening batsman 
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How to apply 
 
To apply for a grant, you will need to be a past or present volunteer or staff 
member of Royal Voluntary Service, WRVS or WVS with at least one year’s 
service, and have a fairly limited income. 
 

Complete an application form (or get someone to do it for you) 
Application forms are available on our website www.wrvsbt.org.uk 
Submit it to the Trust either by email or post (the address is on the form) 
The Trustees meet three times a year, but applications are considered in 
between meetings so there is no delay in responding to applicants 

 
Tens of thousands of people have volunteered or worked for us over the years, 
maybe you, maybe your grandparent, parent, aunt, uncle, friend or neighbour.  
The Trust is here to help eligible applicants.  Please help us to spread the word 
about our grants. 

Grants available from the WRVS Benevolent Trust 
 
The Trust offers grants for past or present volunteers or staff of Royal Voluntary 
Service, WRVS or WVS to help during a time of urgent need or crisis, when 
they find themselves in difficult circumstances which impact badly on their quali-
ty of life, health or wellbeing.  The Trust considers applications for grants to help 
them through this difficult time. The Trust does not provide cash grants. 
 
   Past grants have provided: 

•Cookers 
•Washing machines 
•Beds 
•Stairlifts 
•Carpets and flooring 
•Boiler repairs or replacement 
•Roof repairs 
•Spectacles 
•Lifeline pendant systems 
•Mobility aids 

http://www.wrvsbt.org.uk
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                  Living Villages Editorial Team 
 
 

Editor          Tracy Sortwell               07841 382063 
             editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 
Treasurer         Gordon Alleyne              01780 784531 
             gordonalleyne@hotmail.co.uk     
Distribution Manager  Rod Sortwell                   01780 783403 
             r.sortwell@btinternet.com  
Advertising Manager  Kate Hopkins                07580 218792 
             katehopkins5@gmail.com 
 
Parish Councils 
Sutton               Peter Lee (Chairman)      01780 782703 
Wansford             Wendy Gray (Clerk)       01778 441312 
Sibson-cum-Stibbington     Wendy Gray (Clerk)         01778 441312 
Thornhaugh            Deirdre McCumiskey (Clerk)   01780 782668 
Water Newton (Parish Meeting) Caroline Nathan (Chairman)   07989 362514 
 
Churches 
Ministers:  Thornhaugh & Wansford                  01780 782271 
            Stibbington, Sutton, Castor & Water Newton     01733 380900 
            admin.castor@btconnect.com    
 
Churchwardens: 
St Andrew’s Thornhaugh:       Stuart Foreman         01780 783220 
                     Liz Kemp            01780 782333 
St Mary’s Wansford:          Caroline Ashley         01780 782408 
                     Alan Jones            01780 783205 
St John the Baptist, Stibbington  Richard Winfrey         01780 782431 
                    Carol Lindsay          01780 782338 
 
Friends: 
St Mary’s & St Andrew’s        Caroline Ashley         01780 782408 
St Remigius Water Newton      Tony Capon           01733 237500 
 
Other useful contacts 
Neighbourhood Policing  101       P’boro City Council   01733 747474 
Wansford Surgery    01780 782342 Royal British Legion  01780 782200 
(Out of hours                111 option 4)    Stibbington & Wansford WI . .781733 
Wansford Pharmacy      01780 781616 Cricket Club          07860 278800 

Communicare       01780 470437  Horticultural Society  01780 782446 
H’don District Council  01480 388388 Stibbington Centre   01780 782386 
 

Website        www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 

DIRECTORY OF CONTACTS  

mailto:r.sortwell@btinternet.com
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See our website for new measures we have in place  

for relaxed, socially-distanced dining  
and details of our new take away menu.  


