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A Letter from the Editor 
 
Welcome to my third online version of Living Villages Magazine, I 
hope you are enjoying the wonderful spring weather and the     
beautiful walks we are so lucky to have. Perhaps the hot weather is 
not so welcome for the gardeners and those with home schooling 
duties. I very much hope that this will be the last online version and 
that as lockdown eases we will be able to see a return to a more  
regular lifestyle. With this in mind we hope to produce a printed copy 
in July but beyond that there are significant matters to address.  
Sadly a number of things in life will change for all of us. We know 
that some of our advertisers will not continue to use us for financial 
or organisational reasons. A number of regular events and meetings 
may not start again until 2021. All this puts the continued viability of 
the magazine in serious doubt and I would like those of you         
accessing this edition to be aware of these problems and be part of 
our discussion process. The issues we see are ; 
 

 Without the current level of advertising a printed colour     
magazine of 40 pages cannot be produced. 

 

 An online version is a waste of time. So far there has been no      
increase in website activity during the last two months. This 
means that less than 10% of our normal readership has been 
able, or been bothered to access Living Villages. Nobody has 
contacted us to ask about its absence. This is despite the fact 
that the magazine website has been in existence for more than 
7 years and is displayed on the village Facebook page. A PDF 
copy of the magazine has also been distributed to as many 
people as we had emails for. 

 

 We could produce a quarterly version which might be         
supported by some advertisers and we have yet to investigate 
this possibility. 

 

 Kate has already contacted all of our advertisers and, of those 
who chose to respond some will be unable to continue for very 
good  reasons.  I have sent an email to our contributors        
explaining the  situation and whilst I have had a few replies 
and suggestions of a way forward, they are very mixed, with 
some advocating an  online  only  version  through  to ‘carry on  
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    regardless.’  Unfortunately we can’t just carry on –  there  are 
      financial  implications, linked  to  previously mentioned           
    advertising revenue. 
 

 The current thought is that we stop publishing after the July  
issue, which will give readers who do not access the online   
version a chance to share their thoughts. All resources, funds 
and archives will be put into cold storage in case the            
opportunity and desire for a monthly journal returns or we can 
make the case for quarterly  publication. If nothing happens in 
the next few months, then after settling any advance  payments 
made by advertisers, we will make a charitable distribution and 
sadly say we tried.   

 
The Editorial Team would really like to hear your thoughts 
and feedback. We have no idea how many people read the magazine 
either from cover to cover, or just the articles that interest them. We 
have to be honest and recognise that a number of the 750 copies 
which used to land on your doormats are never opened, and whilst 
that can be a little disheartening, the messages that are received 
from a few regular readers have made the effort seem worthwhile.  
 
A similar letter to this will of course be repeated in the July printed 
edition. 
 
Tracy Sortwell 
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                  Living Villages Editorial Team 
 
 

Editor          Tracy Sortwell               07841 382063 
             editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 
Treasurer         Gordon Alleyne              01780 784531 
             gordonalleyne@hotmail.co.uk     
Distribution Manager  Rod Sortwell                   01780 783403 
             r.sortwell@btinternet.com  
Advertising Manager  Kate Hopkins                07580 218792 
             katehopkins5@gmail.com 
 
Parish Councils 
Sutton               Peter Lee (Chairman)      01780 782703 
Wansford             Wendy Gray (Clerk)       01778 441312 
Sibson-cum-Stibbington     Wendy Gray (Clerk)         01778 441312 
Thornhaugh            Deirdre McCumiskey (Clerk)   01780 782668 
Water Newton (Parish Meeting) Caroline Nathan (Chairman)   07989 362514 
 
Churches 
Ministers:  Thornhaugh & Wansford                  01780 782271 
            Stibbington, Sutton, Castor & Water Newton     01733 380900 
            admin.castor@btconnect.com    
 
Churchwardens: 
St Andrew’s Thornhaugh:       Stuart Foreman         01780 783220 
                     Liz Kemp            01780 782333 
St Mary’s Wansford:          Caroline Ashley         01780 782408 
                     Alan Jones            01780 783205 
St John the Baptist, Stibbington  Richard Winfrey         01780 782431 
                    Carol Lindsay          01780 782338 
 
Friends: 
St Mary’s & St Andrew’s        Caroline Ashley         01780 782408 
St Remigius Water Newton      Tony Capon           01733 237500 
 
Other useful contacts 
Neighbourhood Policing  101       P’boro City Council   01733 747474 
Wansford Surgery    01780 782342 Royal British Legion  01780 782200 
(Out of hours                111 option 4)    Stibbington & Wansford WI . .781733 
Wansford Pharmacy      01780 781616 Cricket Club          07860 278800 

Communicare       01780 470437  Horticultural Society  01780 782446 
H’don District Council  01480 388388 Stibbington Centre   01780 782386 
 

Website        www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk 

DIRECTORY OF CONTACTS  

mailto:r.sortwell@btinternet.com
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"I am with you always, to the end of time."  
 

Moving on and saying farewell is something that we all have to do from time to 
time. Saying goodbye is never easy but it is a real part of human life that none 
of us can avoid. People change jobs, move to live in other places and change 
their commitments all of which can make it difficult to stay in touch with those 
left behind. More fundamentally, at some time or another, we all have to face 
the death of people who are close to us. All of these things involve moving on 
and saying farewell. 
 

The current difficulties we are all facing at the moment, and the dramatic 
changes we have experienced in the ways in which we live our lives, all make 
staying in touch with our families and friends more difficult. Although we can 
use modern technology to communicate with them it is not the same as being 
in their presence. 
 

In the Bible we can read about Jesus saying farewell to his disciples and trying 
to explain what was going to happen. Understandably they were upset and 
distressed by his words. They were even more unsettled when they had to 
watch him die on a cross. It must have seemed as if their efforts to follow   
Jesus, and support him in his ministry, had all been a terrible waste of time 
and effort. 
 

Slowly however, through Jesus' appearances after his crucifixion, they came to 
realise that he hadn't deserted them. Eventually the events that took place at 
the feast of Pentecost filled them with inspiration and power and the disciples 
came to realise that he was present with them in a new way. These            
experiences reminded them of Jesus' words spoken on the mountain in Galilee 
and recorded at the very end of Matthew's Gospel - "I am with you always, to 
the end of time." (Mt 28.20) He had fulfilled his promise and, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit the disciples went out to spread this Good News. 
 

The Church commemorated the great festival of Pentecost at the end of last 
month. This celebration is sometimes known as the Church’s birthday because 
it marked the creation of a community of people empowered by a sense of 
God’s presence with them. Because of what happened to them they became 
filled with such courage and strength that they were able to begin the task of 
sharing God’s love with those around them. 
 

Despite the situation we find ourselves in at the moment and our inability to 
visit our families and friends, or do many of the other things we enjoy, we do 
need to remember God’s promise that he is always present with us even in the 
darkest times.  -  
 

"I am with you always, to the end of time."  

REFLECTIONS by 
Rev. David Ridgeway 

I am with you  
always 
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“It is not good that the man should be alone.” (Genesis 2.18) These are the 
words of God after he had created the first man, Adam, from the dust of the 
ground. In response to his own statement God created Eve, the first woman, 
as a companion for Adam. A vivid image of the creation of humankind “in 
God’s image”. We understand God as Trinity, three persons in one God,    
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and so it makes sense that, just as God is      
relationship, so we, made in his image, are created for relationship as well.  
 
I have found myself thinking of those words afresh in these times of         
lock-down and sheltering. It is not good that we should be alone. Isolation is 
not how we are designed to be. We are designed for relationship, for        
connection. It had been wonderful to notice how people are maintaining their 
connections and   relationships in different ways in this period of physical  
separation. Some have learned how to have video chats online, using a   
computer or tablet for this for the first time. As I observed last month – we 
are all doing new things! And   traditional forms of communication have    
become more important once again. It is so encouraging to hear of people 
who phone each other every day, and I gather even letter-writing, which had 
been “written off” by many (yes – pun intended!) has become popular once 
again. It is  not good that we should be alone – we have found ways of being 
together, even with the required physical distancing.  
 
When I think of those words, though, I do become anxious for those who do 
indeed feel alone; maybe even in the midst of family or in their own     
household. A sense of separation in such situations can be desperately    
painful, particularly if the cause of the loneliness is due to abuse or neglect. 
And of course there are those who are indeed physically alone, those who 
hear only the voice of the TV or radio – and that is often not a cheery voice to 
hear at the moment. My prayer is that some of those who have been isolated 
and lonely have been noticed in this time of reaching out to neighbours, that 
new connections have been made up and down the street and across the 
generations. We might be told now to be “Stay alert” but we also still need to 
be alert to those who are isolated in whatever way – it is not good to be 
alone. Perhaps this current situation has indeed made us more alert to those 
who need companionship – I do pray that that is so. Who longs for our    
companionship at this moment?  
 
In the Watersmete Benefice of villages, we continue to seek connection 
through our Sunday Link mailing that is emailed or posted out. As I        
mentioned last month, if you would like you would like to receive that, do let 
Rev. Jane know. (01780 782271 – jdtailby@aol.com) Each week it contains 
reflections, readings and service for the Sunday, and notices. No church can 

REFLECTIONS by 
Rev. Jane Tailby Connections 

mailto:jdtailby@aol.com
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go without its notices!! The  service  is  still  being  broadcast  on  Zoom  
each  week, and  it has been marvelous to have people able to phone in to 
share that if they are not online. Again, maintaining the connections - and I 
know people are appreciating seeing each other or being able to speak to a 
group of people once again. We have started our Thursday Bible Study on 
Zoom as well – all are welcome to join us. Again, if you’d like to be added to 
the circulation list online or by post for any of these, do contact Rev. Jane. 
 
There are slight movements in the direction of opening up our churches 
again, and we will make sure that it is well-publicised when we can welcome 
people in once again. When we are able to return, we know that there will 
still be those who will be not able to be out and about, and indeed those 
haven’t been able to attend church for much longer than the past few weeks. 
I am sure that some sort of online/phone service will still be very important. 
We mustn’t lose the new connections we have made as we seek to              
re-establish that which we have valued in the past.  
 
On the first Sunday of June the Church celebrates Trinity Sunday, when we 
praise God that we can know him as Father, Son and Holy Spirit and that we 
are invited into that divine relationship of love. We then move into the Trinity 
season of Sundays, and perhaps in this strange year, most particularly, this 
season can be one in which we recognise and value even more fully our    
connections and relationships and look out for those who need                 
companionship. “It is not good that they should be alone”. 
 
With every blessing, 
Rev. Jane 
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S AND ST ANDREW’S 
Dear Tracy, 
 
The Friends continue to keep in contact and busy, though everyone is keen 
to get back to some of our normal activities, fellowship, supporting our 
village churches and raising money for charities. 
Like everyone else, we’re eagerly awaiting more contact with our families; 
meanwhile we give thanks for our health, wonderful surroundings and   
glorious weather. 
 
Caroline 

Food for the Homeless 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been donating food at one of the         
collection points in Wansford and Nassington.  
 
Our first week in action as a food provider ended with us serving over 
1000 meals. We have over 80 men and women and dogs in 2 hotels    
having outreached to all the homeless in the area in and around           
Peterborough. Also we have many people who are in hostels and B &B 
who live on very little money, and certainly cannot shop in bulk, nor cook 
easily. So we are still seeking food and will be doing so until this crisis 
ends. So I am asking you for your help again. 
 
We need donations of tins/packets/breakfast cereal, pasta, coffee, rice, 
snacks - bars/crisps, longline milk, biscuits, sugar and any other food   
people can spare. If someone is lucky enough to have a shopping delivery 
perhaps they would be kind enough to order some extra groceries and put 
them in one of the boxes outside the shops in Wansford and Nassington, 
and Wansford church. I am happy to collect from other places if you tell 
me where I can leave a box.  
 
My contact details are - 01780 789908/07919157645 
maureenwoodd@gmail.com. So many thanks for all help at this time.   
Donations can also be given through our web site at   
www.Lightprojectpeterborough.org.uk 
 
Many thanks.  
 
Maureen Woodd 
 

mailto:maureenwoodd@gmail.com
http://www.Lightprojectpeterborough.org.uk
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As a result of the 2020 London Marathon cancellation, the 2.6 challenge was 
created. The idea being, if you missed it, was to do something based around 
the numbers 2 and 6.  
 

Vicki, who lives in Wansford decided to take up the challenge, and here’s her 
story. 

SWIMMING FOR CHARITY IN LOCKDOWN 

You may know I love swimming and am desperately missing it during         
lockdown. My plan was to swim 2.6  kilometres tethered  in a pool in my    
garden, sadly  the pool is now a week past its sell by date..  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, in order to be able to fundraise for  Kidney Research UK,, the  charity I 
proudly work for l will attempt my first open water swim. Luckily I have the 

perfect spot in my village, and will swim 26 
widths  of the River Nene. 
 
The swim won't be easy, getting into my   
silver and pink wetsuit alone will be a      
challenge  (I’m told  by my family I look like a 
middle aged power ranger, rude!)    
 

Any contribution you can make will help this 
great charity and reassure me  that this is all 
worth it.  
 
Thank you  
Vicki  
Xxx 
 
Editors Note: Vicky completed the swim 
and had set herself a target of raising 
£260, through the site Just Giving. Her 
total at the time of editing was just over 
£1200. Congratulations. 
 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/victoria-shaw22 
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Wansford  
Horticultural Society 

The committee has given deep thought to running our traditional Annual 
Flower Show on Bank Holiday Saturday, 29 August, but sadly, in the current 
circumstances, we consider that it would be difficult to make the show safe. 
We are therefore cancelling it for this year but fully intend to come back 
stronger in 2021, the 75th anniversary of the founding of Wansford         
Horticultural Society. A range of other options is being considered as an  
alternative for the village. More details to follow later in the summer. 
 
We are also regrettably cancelling our Summer Social which was to be held 
on 18 July. Rulings on gatherings are likely to be in place still on that date 
and it is very questionable whether those of us who are shielded for at least 
12 weeks at present will be able to participate safely in social events. 
 
It is so disappointing that already much of our exciting 2020 programme has 
of necessity fallen by the wayside, but we hope that many events can be put 
forward to next year. In an effort to fill the gap we are approaching Joe 
Whitehead (Head Gardener at Burghley House) who has offered to do a   
virtual talk for us as a ZOOM presentation. Up to 100 people would be able 
to participate and it would enable us to meet up again on screen! No date 
has yet been fixed but I will publicise it widely once it is finalised. 
 
Finally a good news story. Gary and Rhona’s “Plants on the Wall at Goss  
Cottage” initiative, giving away seedlings/plants, has produced splendid    
results. As I write this it has been operating for 27 days and in that time just 
over 450 plants have been given away, raising £310 from donations for our 
nominated charity, the Alzheimer’s Society. Many thanks to all the villagers 
and members who have donated plants. 
 
Happy gardening, stay safe and well!  

 
Gill Fisher: fisher.gill@yahoo.com 
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A Message from Cambridgeshire Public Health 
 
Oak Activities, a local partner, are delivering three 'live' online strength and 
balance classes daily every weekday for the next 10 weeks, aimed at helping 
those with limited mobility to stay active and healthy whilst staying at home.  
 
The classes will run every weekday at 9:30 am, 12 noon and 3:00pm and 
last 30 minutes. The first session will be for Beginners (and will be seated), 
the second will be an Intermediate class (seated and standing) and the last 
session each day will be an Advanced class (seated and standing). Partici-
pants can choose any (or even all) of the sessions. 
 
The classes can be accessed via the ‘Keep active with Oaks’ Facebook page 
as below: 
https://www.facebook.com/oakactivitieskeepactive/?__tn__=kC-
R&eid=ARCPW26oM1BdPzqELMj9Jzrogmivta4xP4pN4rPOPTJfkNgF3L032qrUo
6hySq8MRNSPWXyXXT-
YhF&hc_ref=ARRLCbYvHidQvW0UaX3psLMXOaAu4MnZLmWHiIfR-
Tp2QdBKs2FxbJXFrEjSbYKmkCY&fref=nf 
 
Living Sport have also compiled a range of online exercise classes for older 
people and those with long-term health conditions here: https://
www.livingsport.co.uk/older-people-people-long-term-health-condition-
stayinworkout/ 
 
Please do circulate the information as relevant to your networks, friends and 
family.  
 
Best wishes 
Helen Tunster 
Senior Partnership Manager – Falls Prevention Public Health Directorate | 
Cambridgeshire County Council | Shire Hall | Cambridge | CB3 0AP 
 
Editors note—this message was received on 10th May, so some of the 
classes will have already started 

https://www.facebook.com/oakactivitieskeepactive/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCPW26oM1BdPzqELMj9Jzrogmivta4xP4pN4rPOPTJfkNgF3L032qrUo6hySq8MRNSPWXyXXT-YhF&hc_ref=ARRLCbYvHidQvW0UaX3psLMXOaAu4MnZLmWHiIfR-Tp2QdBKs2FxbJXFrEjSbYKmkCY&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/oakactivitieskeepactive/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCPW26oM1BdPzqELMj9Jzrogmivta4xP4pN4rPOPTJfkNgF3L032qrUo6hySq8MRNSPWXyXXT-YhF&hc_ref=ARRLCbYvHidQvW0UaX3psLMXOaAu4MnZLmWHiIfR-Tp2QdBKs2FxbJXFrEjSbYKmkCY&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/oakactivitieskeepactive/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCPW26oM1BdPzqELMj9Jzrogmivta4xP4pN4rPOPTJfkNgF3L032qrUo6hySq8MRNSPWXyXXT-YhF&hc_ref=ARRLCbYvHidQvW0UaX3psLMXOaAu4MnZLmWHiIfR-Tp2QdBKs2FxbJXFrEjSbYKmkCY&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/oakactivitieskeepactive/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCPW26oM1BdPzqELMj9Jzrogmivta4xP4pN4rPOPTJfkNgF3L032qrUo6hySq8MRNSPWXyXXT-YhF&hc_ref=ARRLCbYvHidQvW0UaX3psLMXOaAu4MnZLmWHiIfR-Tp2QdBKs2FxbJXFrEjSbYKmkCY&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/oakactivitieskeepactive/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCPW26oM1BdPzqELMj9Jzrogmivta4xP4pN4rPOPTJfkNgF3L032qrUo6hySq8MRNSPWXyXXT-YhF&hc_ref=ARRLCbYvHidQvW0UaX3psLMXOaAu4MnZLmWHiIfR-Tp2QdBKs2FxbJXFrEjSbYKmkCY&fref=nf
https://www.livingsport.co.uk/older-people-people-long-term-health-condition-stayinworkout/
https://www.livingsport.co.uk/older-people-people-long-term-health-condition-stayinworkout/
https://www.livingsport.co.uk/older-people-people-long-term-health-condition-stayinworkout/
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THORNHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman’s Annual Report for the year April 2019 to April 2020 
 
During the past year the Parish Council met at St Andrews Church Six times 
and it was encouraging to see so many residents attending over the year and 
proactively participating in the affairs of the village.   
 
It feels very surreal to be writing this in such circumstances and not to be 
able to hold the APM and AGM face to face as normal.  The Coronovirus   
Pandemic has affected the world as we know it, and Thornhaugh of course is 
no exception when experiencing the impact of this deadly pandemic.  Despite 
the devastating effect of the virus and the lockdown and the restrictions that 
have been imposed, some very positive and heart-warming acts of great 
kindness have been happening all around us.  We have met neighbours that 
perhaps we haven’t spent a great deal of time with in the past, people have 
shopped for one another and many have been doing those incredibly valuable 
“chats” for no other reason than to say hello and check someone is OK.  We 
have had time to manicure our gardens and houses.  We have come out to 
clap for our wonderful front-line workers, some of whom are of course      
residents of our lovely village, and we have had time to draw breath and  
enjoy the luxury of time and space.  You can feel the positive effect on the 
environment – more birdsong, less road noise and clearer air.  We have time 
to spend thinking about those we are close to and do things that would    
normally get crammed into a busy weekend.  Whilst it is right that we      
recognise the devastation that this pandemic has caused both in human 
terms and to the economy, it is also right to reflect on the positive outcomes 
and hope that we can keep some of these going once things have returned to 
whatever form of normal is destined for our future.  Stay safe and your    
Parish Council is here if you need us. 
 
Planning Applications 
We seem to have had quite a number of planning applications to review this 
year, from full planning permission for building works, to tree management. 
Formal applications are always discussed at Parish Council Meetings      
whenever the deadlines coincide with meeting dates.  In between meetings, 
comments from Councillors are sought via email or face to face to ensure 
that a consensus view can be sent to the City Council by the relevant     
deadline.  All planning applications are open for personal comment on the 
Peterborough Planning website, and all residents are encouraged to add their 
own views to those of the Parish Council if they have strong feelings on an 
application. 
 
A new tree officer has been appointed.  Stephen Chesney-Beales is now the 
Tree  Officer  for  our  area  and  has  been  in  the  village  on  a  number  of          
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occasions to review tree management/removal applications.  We have lost an 
inordinate amount of trees and hedgerows over the past eighteen months or 
so for various reasons to do with new building initiatives and health and  
safety reasons.  It is sad to see so much of our village changing in this way, 
but all applications have been reviewed by the Tree Officer and we always 
seek his guidance and expertise. 
 

Footpaths 
Our thanks go to Martin Witherington and others who are still persisting with 
the footpath issue adjacent to the chicken farm.  As soon as this is finalised, 
or any further progress made we will ensure this is included in the minutes of 
the appropriate meeting. 
 
It is imperative that our footpaths are kept clear and passable at all times.  
Landowners have been encouraged to ensure this happens if a path has been 
blocked or difficult to use. 
 
Other Matters 
We have had no further communication from Highways England regarding 
the A47 dualling proposals, nor have we been successful in gaining funding 
to have the entrance/exit onto the A1 or the layby dealt with.  Highways 
England are reluctant to commit funding.  We will continue to pursue this, as 
always. 
 

The hanging baskets were a pleasure to see again this year, and my thanks 
go Martin and Kay Lewis for ordering the baskets and to Penny Lewin Watts 
for helping to put them up.    Also, thanks go to the residents who take care 
of them during the season and we are relying on those people to keep up the 
good work and ensure that the baskets are watered.  The Autumn baskets 
have been beautiful this year and are still in flower in Meadow Lane.  The 
summer replacements this year are under review and will depend on the  
advice from the Government about essential travel to pick them up.  We 
have some weeks yet to make a final decision. 
 

My thanks to Alan and Joan Frost for hosting a great event in their garden 
this year.  Despite inclement weather – yup, very wet – our spirits were not 
drowned.  Good food, great company and a quiz kept the weather blues 
away.  It is unlikely, sadly, that we will be able to hold a public event this 
year before the weather turns.  Social distancing would make that very    
difficult.  However, we’ll keep this under review as the world about us  
changes. 
 
The Thornhaugh Book Exchange is still doing well, with thanks to Penny  
Lewin Watts for keeping this tidy and dust free and the books refreshed.  A 
great asset for the village, and certainly a talking point for the many visitors 
passing through.  We are still looking to refurbish the phone box as soon as 
funds allow. 
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The Defibrillator Project is still underway.  Thanks to the very generous     
donations received we now have enough funds to cover the cost of the unit 
and installation, some training and on-going maintenance and expenses.  We 
are now waiting to hear from the Diocese as to whether we can install this in 
the Church Porch.  This process is quite slow and has been exacerbated by 
the Pandemic but is still ongoing.  We hope we can get this moving soon. 
 
The “Litter Pick” initiative, started by Nikki Higgins, still continues.  A few   
hardy souls go out even in inclement weather, and to everyone’s credit efforts 
have continued during lockdown – socially distanced of course.  My thanks to 
everyone who is so committed to this and for Nikki’s energy in keeping this 
going. 
 
We continue to be vigilant in managing Parish funds and bear in mind at all 
times that this money comes from your Council Tax so needs to be spent and 
accounted for appropriately.  We are looking again this year to put together a 
suite of projects (eg. Website improvement, telephone box refurbishment, 
etc.) that may attract funding from the Augean Fund.  If any residents have 
suggestions for projects that will benefit the community, please let me know 
and we can get them added to our list ready for submission at some stage 
this year.  Funds are allocated each year to support the maintenance of the 
Church grounds, and the effects of that money can be seen in the beautifully 
maintained grounds. 
 
Finally, but not least, my thanks as always to our long-suffering Parish Clerk, 
Deirdre who works hard to keep the Parish Council running efficiently and  
effectively. 
 
Your Parish Council is here for you.  Please don’t hesitate to contact if you 
have any issues or suggestions. Your Councillors are still constantly in touch 
with one another electronically and by ‘phone and will address any concerns 
or ideas you have even though we are unable, at present, to physically meet.  
Please keep any eye on the noticeboards and the website for information 
about future meetings. 
 
Thanks for being a great community of people.  Stay safe. 
 
 
Christine Smith 
Chair, Thornhaugh Parish Council 
18th May 2020 
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WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

On the evening of the 11th May, Wansford Parish Council held its second   
meeting under the lockdown rules using Skype. Everyone is steadily getting 
used to the system and a good productive meeting was held. If members of 
the public want to join in, this can be arranged but please contact Wendy Gray 
at least two days before the meeting. The Agenda and Minutes for all meetings 
will continue to be displayed on the Parish web site www.wansfordvillage.com . 
As notified previously, and required by the government, there was no Annual 
Parish meeting this year so all officers remain in place for a further year. 
 
Most of the meeting was devoted to reviewing two planning applications: 
The first Application was to amend the permission to carry out filling work at 
Stonehill Quarry (between the Watsons Fuel depot and Sulehay Woods) to  
allow the use of a concrete crusher to process material brought to the site. The 
saga of landscaping this disused quarry has gone on for nearly 10 years now 
with completion originally scheduled for 2016. One consistent feature of all the 
Consents to date has been that the Mick George Ltd, the Operator, is not    
allowed to reprocess material on the site for re-export. Suddenly, 18 months 
before the Consent is due to expire, Mick George has applied to use a crusher 
to recycle aggregates from materials that they have brought to the site.   
Wansford Parish Council has written to Northamptonshire County Council    
requesting them to reject the Application on the grounds that the Operator 
should not be importing material onto the site which requires crushing when 
they know that they are not allowed to have a crusher on site. WPC also     
objected on the grounds of increased traffic on unsuitable roads, dust and 
noise. 
 
One feature of the whole Stonehill Quarry saga is that, although the quarry site 
is in Northamptonshire, all the impacts are felt in Wansford, which is of course 
part of Peterborough. This is exactly the reason why WPC suggested moving 
the boundaries a few years ago so that those sites that relate to Wansford, 
such as the Watsons Depot and Wansford Surgery, are actually in Wansford.  
 
The second Application was to extend 5 Peterborough Road and to build a large 
two storey garage, partly within the layby in front of the property. WPC       
objected to the Application on the grounds that the layby has always been 
maintained by PCC and, although it is within the curtilage of 5 Peterborough 
Road, it would seem that there are established highway rights over that part of 
the site. Consideration of the Application was complicated by the PCC        
Conservation Officer claiming, incorrectly, that the site is in the Wansford    
Conservation Area. 
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Despite the lockdown, WPC has continued to work hard on a number of   
other issues: 
 
The A47 Dualling progresses slowly. By now further geotechnical and      
archaeological work should have started but it has been delayed. Work to 
find a solution to the problem of the Wansford western roundabout continues 
but none has been found yet. Highways England send their apologies to the 
residents for the continued closure of the Nene Way under the A1 river 
bridge. This was closed for the pathway to be upgraded but work has been 
delayed. The Nene Way is expected to re-open in early June. 
 
The issue of ever increasing traffic around Wansford from the Kings Cliffe 
Industrial Estate continues. This traffic is causing all sorts of problems with 
damage to the roads and turning the Old Leicester Road/A47 junction into 
an accident black spot. When the original development was approved,  
Northampton County Council applied a condition that all heavy traffic leaving 
the site must turn right towards Wansford. WPC, with support from PCC, has 
been trying to get this condition removed as the route to the A47 past the 
Kings Cliffe Waste Site is much safer. Unfortunately, Kings Cliffe Parish 
Council has refused to support this change so again Wansford is left trying to 
sort out a Northamptonshire problem. 
 
Thank you once again to Satish and his team at the Village Shop for their 
support to the Village during the lockdown. When flour got into short supply, 
they even bought a commercial sized bag and repackaged it for retail use. 
What would we do without them! 
 
It was good to see various sections of the Village celebrating VE day in a 
sensible and suitably distanced manner. Everyone needed a bit of release. 
The next Wansford Parish Council meeting will be on the 8th June. Even 
though restrictions are being removed slowly, the meeting will be held as a 
teleconference. 
 
Stay safe but do not forget to have a bit of fun along the way. Perhaps, if 
regulations allow, we could all celebrate the Summer Solstice. The actual 
Solstice is at 10.43pm on Saturday 20th June. 
 
Richard Clarke 
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DO YOU NEED HELP? 
Are you feeling vulnerable, lonely or in need of support? The Peterborough  
Support Hub is here to help you! 
 
Anyone who needs support during the Coronavirus pandemic, who does not 
have friends, family or neighbours to call upon for assistance, is being asked to 
get in touch. 
 
The hub was set up by Peterborough City Council in partnership with            
representatives from the public, private, voluntary, independent and faith      
sectors, and is working hard to ensure the most vulnerable in our city are kept 
safe, well and connected in these unprecedented times. 
 
Its role is to support those who are in need of help and support the most, but are 
not classed as being high risk (shielded). Those who are classed as highest risk 
and identified as shielded will continue to be supported by the countywide       
co-ordination hub. 
 
Since the hub was launched on 2 April, more than 300 people have been in 
touch because they are feeling isolated and lonely, need assistance to source 
essentials such as food and medicine, require advice around loss of income and 
family relationship issues. 
 
Our message to all those vulnerable residents, is please don't struggle in      
silence. We are here to help, so please get in touch as we have a range of local 
organisations and a bank of volunteers waiting to help you. 
 
For those people who need help and support should get in touch with the      
Peterborough hub by visiting peterborough.gov.uk/coronavirus or by calling 
01733 747474. The hub is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm. 
 
 

http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5wZXRlcmJvcm91Z2guZ292LnVrL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVz&r=12781641498&d=11255211&p=1&t=h&h=1c589bb54a2c02afad5765037613a4ae
tel:01733747474
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PLEASE SHARE! 
 

AREAS COVERED: 
Water Newton, Castor, Alwalton , Wansford, Ailsworth 

 
We can collect groceries, medications  

and anything else you may need. 
If you require help please contact Laura on 07988 163794 

 
Let's stand together as a community, stronger than ever before. 

 
NOTE: 

There will be NO human interaction 
Deliveries will be left in agreed safe spot 

Gloves will be worn at all times 
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Some Messages from our Advertisers 
 

Justine’s Pilates— she is offering on-line classes, send her your email   
address and she will be in touch with all the details. 07919106156 
 
The Sibson Inn Hotel—have registered the hotel with the NHS with a view 
to being able to provide NHS staff and key workers a bedroom to sleep in 
should it become necessary. We won't provide food and drink to start with 
but we might do some sort of room service. 
 
Ann Burden (Music Teacher)- ON LINE LESSONS NOW AVAILABLE—
annburden684@msn.com 
 
Slimming World—All meetings are currently cancelled, they will be in 
touch as soon as they start again. 
 
InStep Foot Clinic—Open for high risk cases 
 

Embrace your roots! 
 

If you are a customer of Beaux Amis you will have been sent an email 
about the suspension of their business until further notice,  with an          
encouraging message saying that ’they will be back.’  
 
The email included some very useful information if you have regular hair dye 
appointments and Zoe agreed to share these with us all. 
 
We have the expectation that you will all be very tempted to home dye you 
hair, which we are very resistant to encouraging! However we do under-
stand that for those that do have regular root touch-ups/highlights this will 
be tempting. We would advise that you try to avoid home colouring, as it 
can have adverse effects, It is very unlikely that you will find a unprofes-
sional hair colour from the local shop that matches your professional colour 
and they will not achieve 100% grey coverage. 
 
Also if home colouring does go wrong it will be more expensive to rectify 
and currently ALL hairdressers are not available to correct it for you! SO if      
possible embrace your grey hair and roots, or use something temporary. 
Temporary colouring powders and sprays are a popular alternative, you will 
find them online (Amazon.) 
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WANSFORD  
COMMUNITY HALL 
Peterborough Road, Wansford 

 
This hall accommodates parties of up to  
36 people seated.  Ideal for Meetings,  

Workshops, Aerobics etc 
 

GREAT VALUE AT ONLY £4 per hour 
FOR BOOKINGS TELEPHONE 

John Stannage 07879 485330 

Advertisement section 
 

During this unprecedented time, I have placed all the adverts at the end 
of the magazine. All businesses have been given a payment holiday and 
the chance to amend their advert, send details of their new              
arrangements and/or write an article for us all to read. 
 
Tracy 
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Solid Fuel Merchant 
Supplier of Pre Packs 

 

Coal Bunkers    Charcoal    Compost 
Flo Gas     Logs & Sticks     Salt 

 
Coal Yard                                     Office 
Station Road                                  12 Church Hill 
Nassington                                                   Castor 
01780 782540                                   01733 380470 

GRIFFIN 

CONQUER TREE SERVICES 
All aspects of tree surgery covered: 

Pruning  Re-shaping  Felling  Topping  Hedge trimming 
FREE no obligation quotation — Fully insured 
Shaun Burnett (NPTC Fully Qualified Arborist) 

Telephone 01780 749567  Mobile 07905 317315 

BARKLEYS GARDEN SERVICES 

Grass cutting, weeding,  
hedge trimming 
 

Lady gardener  

available 
 

Bev & Peter 

Ailsworth  
(01733) 380480  

07593721144 

beverleybarkley1@gmail.com 

 

P E T E R   R I D D I N G T O N 
L A N D S C A P I N G 

 

We supply and install Patios & Pathways, Decking, Stone Walls and Fencing, 
We plant Trees, Shrubs Hedges and Flowers, and offer a complete Garden  
Maintenance and Improvement Service.  Garden design service provided 

Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation 
 

4 LOCKS GREEN, YARWELL, PETERBOROUGH PE8 6PY 
Telephone: 01780 783004   Mobile: 07860 962068 
Email:  peter@peterriddington.co.uk 
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Oil and gas boiler servicing, 
fault diagnosis and repairs.  
Heating system repairs,        
installation and upgrades.  
LPG gas, fires, boilers and 
cookers. 
 

8 Black Swan Spinney, Wansford 
Email: 
jo.childs@jc-hea���� ervices.co.uk 
 

www.jc-hea��� services.co.uk 
 


