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S K CONTRACTS

Award Winning Builders & Carpenters

Winner LABC 2009 Awards

Family run business offering high quality
workmanship and customer satisfaction
with over 33 years of experience.

• New House Builds
• Commercial Conversions
• Domestic Extensions
• Loft Conversions
• Stone Property Renovations
• On Site Joinery
• Orangeries
• Conservatories
6 Old North Road, Wansford,
Peterborough PE8 6LB
Tel: 07970 700767

info@skbuildersandcarpenters.co.uk
www.skbuildersandcarpenters.co.uk
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CONTENTS

This month’s cover photo features the magnificent
cake made by Christine Turner for the recent
Afternoon Cream Tea Party held at Wansford church
by The Friends of St Mary’s and St Andrew’s.
Guessing the weight of the much-admired cake,
decorated with hand-crafted chocolates, was a popular
option at the very well attended event. The lucky
winner, Henrietta Fowler, correctly guessed its weight
as 5lb 11oz. For more details see p9.

Our August magazine includes reports on several
other seasonal special events, including Stibbington’s
Feast and Fete, p11, the Horticultural Society’s Annual
Summer Party, p15, Water Newton’s Strawberry
Fayre, p13 and the WI’s party, which was modelled on
a Buckingham Palace Garden Party, complete with chic
and elegant frocks and headgear; see p16.
Looking ahead, there are more highlights to come,
with Water Newton’s Music Fest on 23 August, p13,
and the Horticultural Society’s Annual Show on 29th,
p15. No summer season would be complete without
cricket, so there’s the President’s XI match to look
forward to on 30 August, as well as other fixtures
through to the end of September, p29.
Special features this month range from collecting old
spectacles for Vision Aid, p19, to wildlife gardening
and community classes at Stibbington Centre, p20, to
stoat watching and golf, p35 and a school trip to
France, p31.
Rosie McDonnell
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St Andrew’s, Thornhaugh

WORSHIP

St Mary’s, Wansford

AUGUST
2015
Date

Time

Location

Service

St. Andrew’s,
Thornhaugh

Sung Holy Communion

10.15 am

St. Kyneburgha,
Castor

Holy Communion

4.00 pm

St Mary’s,
Wansford

Family Service

St John the Baptist,
Stibbington

Morning Worship

9.30 am

St Mary’s,
Wansford

Sung Holy Communion

9.30 am

St. Andrew’s,
Thornhaugh

Sung Holy Communion

10.15 am

St. Kyneburgha,
Castor

Holy Communion

9.00 am

St. John the Baptist,
Stibbington

Holy Communion,

9.30 am

St. Mary’s,
Wansford

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

St Mary’s,
Wansford

Benefice Service

10.15 am

St. Kyneburgha,
Castor

Holy Communion

2 August 9.30 am

9 August 9.00 am

16 Aug

23 Aug

30 Aug

Wansford:

Wednesdays
10.00 am
Morning Prayer

St John the Baptist,
Stibbington

St
St Remigius,
Remigius,
Water
Water Newton
Newton
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WANSFORD
COMMUNITY HALL

GRIFFIN
Solid Fuel Merchant
Supplier of Pre Packs

Peterborough Road, Wansford

This hall accommodates parties of up to
36 people seated. Ideal for Meetings,
Workshops, Aerobics etc

Coal Bunkers Charcoal Compost
Flo Gas Logs & Sticks Salt
Coal Yard

Station Road
Nassington
01780 782540

Office

GREAT VALUE AT ONLY £4 per hour
FOR BOOKINGS TELEPHONE

12 Church Hill
Castor
01733 380470

John Stannage 07879 485330

CHOOSE YOGA
Yoga class for all ages & abilities.
Christie Hall, Wansford
Tuesdays 7pm and
Thursdays 10am
Kings Cliffe Monday 7.45pm
£7 drop in or £6.50 per 4 session pass

British Wheel of Yoga Teacher

Contact Penny 07960 267986
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WEDDING
BLESSINGS

REFLECTIONS
By Rev Michael Matthews

As a group of six beautiful medieval village Churches, (and many more in our
neighbouring Benefice) we are at the beginning of a busy summer and autumn
of Weddings, and Wedding Blessing Services – do listen out for the Bells!
When I ask a wedding couple why they want to get married in church, almost
without fail, it is the man who is insistent on the venue, not the woman. We
all imagine that the bride will want a wonderful setting for her wedding, and
whilst she does agree that the church is the right place, the one who usually
insists on church is the man. This may well be from someone who says he
has very little religious belief at all - he doesn't know if God exists! – and yet
he still wants to be married in church. It might be said in different ways, but
he usually explains that “it feels like the right place'', and adds: “there's a
sense of history, a sense of sacredness even”. This from men who only think
that there may be something there; nothing more definite than that.
This sense of wanting to connect with history, and perhaps with a sense of the
sacred, underlies the desire of many people to visit churches and graveyards.
We deliberately leave our Village churches open, so that people can wander in.
I often have phone calls from people researching family trees; meet people
wandering round the graveyard looking for the graves of relatives; or simply
looking at the gravestones.
In all this, people seem to feel that they can connect with what is holy through
going into a church, perhaps when it is empty. At the same time they have a
great scepticism about organised religion, particularly church services and
clergy, and they don't want to be organised or want answers. We, who are
Christians, perhaps need to be very careful not to try to give people pat
answers or to pretend that we have all the answers.
We need to be thinking, questioning people, otherwise we will just fall into the
stereotype that people outside have of us sometimes: that we are simply
unthinking and gullible, and follow like sheep that are unthinking. Yet we who
are Christians, do believe that we have touched the truth in Jesus; and yes,
we believe that we have found some answers to our questions; but, yes,
there are still so many things we don't understand fully or perhaps at all!
But we will celebrate with our wedding couples, with their friends and families
who will fill our churches this summer, and look forward to sharing the
questions and also the answers of the truth, love and joy of Jesus Christ with
all of them.
Best wishes as you carry on looking for the answers, as we will with all those
who visit our churches for Weddings, or just as a casual visitor this summer.
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FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S AND ST. ANDREW’S
The CREAM TEA PARTY IN THE GROUNDS OF ST.MARY’S CHURCH,
WANSFORD ON SUNDAY 19TH JULY was a wonderful success! S o many
happy children taking part. The sun was shining. We could not have asked
for more. A really lovely occasion to meet friends and neighbours right in the
centre of the village and in an informal setting.
There was a last
minute scramble
before the party,
as the marquee,
which had been
put up on the
day before, was
blown down by a
strong gust of
wind and
everything had
to be gathered
together quickly
and tables laid
etc. But The
Friends will
always cope! All
went wonderfully
well in the end,
and everyone was smiling and enjoying the delicious cream tea and plenty of
cool drinks.
I am sure I should have said more, but this report is a bit late for this
month’s issue. Perhaps we’ll add some more next month.
There are no official meetings of The Friends during August.
Meetings during September: W ednesday 2 nd and Wednesday 16th at
10.30 in the Community Hall after Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s at 10 a.m.
I have been asked to remind everyone that there are boxes for the FOOD
BANK in both churches. P lease, give generously, especially during
the summer holidays when there are no school meals and many hungry
mouths to feed.
Finally: Thank you all for your wonderful support at our Tea Party in aid of
our two churches and the Seb. Goold Trust.
Dora Baker, Secretary
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KEITH PIKE ATT, ACIB

Personal Taxation Adviser
-------------------------------------------

Are you worried about….
 completing your Annual Tax Return
and Self Assessment calculation?
 claiming all of your allowances /
reliefs ?
 calculating the capital gain or loss on
the sale of shares or property
 paying too much tax?
…. if so, help is at hand
---------------------------------------------------For a personal confidential service,
contact Keith Pike, a former Technical
Director with 30 years’ experience in
Personal Taxation on

01832 281086
or email: kmpike425@btinternet.com
19 River Lane, Elton PE8 6RG

PETER

Village Pizzas
Freshly Made &
Delivered to your Door
View our Menu at
www.villagepizzas.co.uk
Tue — Sat 6pm till the
phone stops ringing!

01780
784587

RIDDINGTON

LANDSCAPING

We supply and install Patios & Pathways, Decking, Stone Walls and Fencing,
We plant Trees, Shrubs Hedges and Flowers, and offer a complete Garden
Maintenance and Improvement Service. Garden design service provided
Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation

4 LOCKS GREEN, YARWELL, PETERBOROUGH PE8 6PY
Telephone: 01780 783004 Mobile 07860 962068

Freshly Made Indian Curries,
suited to your needs.
Delivery and Collection from PE8 6LN.

To place an order, please contact
Asma on

01780 591 747 or
07985407959
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FRIENDS OF STIBBINGTON CHURCH
Fete and Feast
The results are in for the biennial Stibbington Fete and Feast and this year
you raised a whopping £3,000! This takes us a big step forward towards
adding facilities to Stibbington Church that will make it a more flexible
community building as well as a lovely Church. An enormous thank you to
everyone who came and supported. We had amazing weather and the bar
and hog roast went down a treat as did all of the fun and games. The
tombola, raffle and cakes were very popular and the fun dog show drew in
some very proud winners. With the help of the committee and local
volunteers all went very smoothly and there was a good village vibe as the
sun went down and the drinking carried on!
Helen Facer
101 Club
The winner of the June 101 draw is Mr Cyril Coles, Well done and your
cheque is on its way.
Suzy Story

The scene at Stibbington Hall on the evening of 27 June
as the Feast got under way, following the afternoon’s
very successful Fete in the delightful setting of the Hall grounds
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M*R*H

Gardening Services
Need help with your garden?
Grass cutting — Hedge trimming — Tree clearing — Pruning
Planting — Garden rubbish removal — Fire wood for sale

Phone 01780 479125

Mobile 07920 515661

CONQUER TREE SERVICES
All aspects of tree surgery covered:
Pruning Re-shaping Felling Topping Hedge trimming
FREE no obligation quotation — Fully insured
Shaun Burnett (NPTC Fully Qualified Arborist)

Telephone 01780 749567 Mobile 07905 317315

A. L. PALENSKI
Builder

10 Old Leicester Road
Wansford
Peterborough PE8 6JR

01780 782818
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THE FRIENDS OF ST REMIGIUS WATER NEWTON
Strawberry Fayre
Another excellent Strawberry Fayre was enjoyed in the idyllic setting by the
river in Water Newton on Sunday 5th July. This is the second year that The
Friends of St Remigius have arranged this event where all from the village are
invited, together with friends from surrounding villages. This year we were
delighted with the turnout when 30 people enjoyed an excellent strawberry
afternoon tea with scones, fresh strawberries, trifle, and astonishing fresh
cream cakes, all washed down with wine. Many thanks to all who supported
the event and especially to those who helped with donations of the food. The
event raised much needed funds to support the church of St. Remigius.
Water Newton Music Fest:
Sunday 23rd August 12 noon until 7.30pm
If you haven’t yet obtained your tickets then do
not delay. You can buy on-line; visit
www.waternewtonvillage.co.uk and follow the
links to Music Fest. Alternatively call Tony on
01733 237500 or email:
Events@waternewtonvillage.co.uk

This great event is becoming one of the best
events around and this year the line-up is better
than ever. Star local acts include the everpopular ‘Pennyless’, together with ‘Frumenty’
providing folk music. Expect Latin funk/Jazz
fusion from ‘Latino Sound’ and swing/jive from ’
The One Eyed Cats’. ‘ Davison, Watson, Gates'
will also be joining the line-up in the guise of ‘Mid
Wezt’ with their own style of electric acoustic,
and we will see the return of ‘Grounded’ offering
great rock covers to get the volume up.
Food offerings include hog roast, American style
burgers and hot dogs, vegetarian options and
home made cakes. There will be a licensed bar
with real ale provided by Castor Ales together
with a ‘bubbles and Pimm’s bar’
Bring your own chairs, small tables and
sun umbrellas for a great afternoon.
Tony Capon, 01733 237500
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The Christie Hall
Elton Road, Wansford, (Registered Charity No 1033998)
The recently refurbished Hall is available for Parties, Receptions, Meetings
and most types of private function
For bookings at £10 per hour or £8 per hour residents of
Wansford, Stibbington and Thornhaugh
contact the bookings clerk on Tel: 01780 782446 Gill Fisher
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.christiehall.co.uk for further information
We look forward to hearing from you.

PAWS and CLAWS

Delightful Country Setting : Individually Heated Chalets
Spacious Accommodation With Outside Runs
Personal Care & Attention : Innoculated Cats Only
Rescued Cats & Kittens usually available
and wanting good homes (& hearths by which to purrrr!)
The Pump House, Old Leicester Road, Wansford 782174
BARKLEYS GARDEN SERVICES

Grass cutting, weeding,
hedge trimming
Lady gardener
available
Bev & Peter
Ailsworth
(01733) 380480 or
07593721144
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WANSFORD HORTICULTURAL & CRAFTS SOCIETY
Our luck has turned with the
weather, and long may it continue!
The Summer Party took place on a
gloriously warm evening and 53
members enjoyed a delicious buffet
supper and a quiz without the need
to don sweaters and coats or to
huddle around the fire pits.
Our second coach trip on Saturday
18th July was equally blessed with
warm sunny weather. The Norfolk
Broads looked more like the
Mediterranean as we drove through
to Wroxham Barns to look around
the craft shops and have lunch
before heading to East Ruston Old
Vicarage for its 1 p.m. opening. It
is hard to think of enough
superlatives to describe this
wonderful garden, the brainchild
and passion of its two owners since
1973. Alan Gray and Graham
Robeson have created it from
scratch for their own enjoyment,
but derive great pleasure from the
rapturous reaction it provokes in its visitors, who return again and again to
sample its many pleasures, one of which is tea and cakes in the tea garden.
On Wednesday 29th July we are invited by Sir Philip Naylor-Leyland to make
a private evening tour of the magnificent gardens at the Milton Estate with
his head gardener, Tony Wellington, commencing at 6.30 p.m. This event
happens too late in the month to be reported here but is keenly anticipated
by the 45 members attending.
Preparations for the Annual Flower Show on Saturday 29th August in the
Haycock Park are well underway, and you should have received a printed
copy of the 2015 schedule which is also available to view online on our
website or in Wansford Post Office. We are hoping for huge numbers of
entries from the village and neighbouring communities this year, given the
popularity of cookery, craft and gardening challenge programmes on the
television of late. With the long summer holidays upon us, we hope you will
encourage your children and grandchildren to prepare lots of entries for the
show, as they are the gardeners, cooks, artists and craftsmen of the future.
Gill Fisher fisher.gill@yahoo.com 782446
www.wansfordhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
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STIBBINGTON & WANSFORD WI
Last month we held our annual ‘social evening’, kindly
hosted by Rita Kendrew at her home. There was a
splendid turnout with only one absentee. Following the
recent visit by three members
to the Buckingham Palace WI
Garden Party, it was decided
to give everyone a chance to
‘dress up’ so the request was
put out to wear ‘garden party
hats’ along with best frocks if
so desired. The result was
that everyone looked very
chic and elegant with a
splendid array of headgear –
as seen in the photo!
Two parties of members
enjoyed special outings to
Houghton Mill for a tour and
talk on the history of the mill and the mechanics of the milling process. All
agreed that the scones served in the café were worthy of a special mention!
Several members took up the open invitation to visit Thorpe Hall last month
to have a look around their new hospice which now provides excellent
facilities in a well designed and beautifully decorated building surrounded by
peaceful gardens.
Our centenary project is an ongoing ‘work in progress’ – ideas have been
considered and one in particular appears to meet all our expectations and
ambitions – unfortunately it now seems unlikely that this will achieve
completion by the actual centenary date of mid-September, but hopefully will
come to fruition later in the year.

The next meeting is our annual visit to Tolethorpe to see ‘Romeo & Juliet’ on
Tuesday 11th August. As the inclement weather last year resulted in us
having to eat inside along with the majority of other theatre goers in rather
cramped conditions, the situation will be reviewed the day before to decide
whether or not to have the picnic – members attending will be advised
accordingly.
Reminders: Next Supper Club – Thursday 20th August – venue The White
Swan at Woodnewton 7.30pm (to be confirmed). September members
meeting - Tues 8th – Community Hall 7.15pm – Talk on ‘Safe Local Traders’
by Eileen Le Voi.
Wendy Spencer
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SPECIAL REPORT
By Kate Hopkins

I CAN SEE CLEARLY NOW . . .

Many readers will already be aware of the collection box for unwanted
spectacles at the Wansford surgery, while those new to the area may
wonder what the collection is for. Hopefully this update will make things
clear:
To my (and the Surgery’s) amazement, glasses flooded in when we started
collecting for Vision Aid a few years ago. We have received in excess of 300
pairs of glasses and they continue to come in at a steady rate. Many thanks
to the Wansford surgery for hosting this collection. When the local
collection originally started, the Vision Aid charity was sorting the glasses
received for reuse abroad. The charity no longer sends second-hand
spectacles overseas to support its international programmes because it is
not a cost effective way to develop long-term eye care services in their
partner countries. However supply chains in these countries are improving
with the support provided.
Donated glasses are now
sorted for appropriate
recycling in this country after
removal of vintage frames for
refurbishment and sale. In
2012/13 Vision Aid Overseas
raised £196,000 through its
spectacles recycling
programme.
153 million people (2% of the world’s population / 23% of the total number
of those who are visually impaired) cannot see properly because they are
short- or long-sighted – conditions that can easily be treated with a pair of
prescription glasses.
So, many thanks for your donations to date and please keep donating to
assist Vision Aid with such valuable work. Those old glasses are not
benefitting anyone at the back of that drawer!
See more at: http://www.visionaidoverseas.org
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WILDLIFE ON OUR DOORSTEP
Readers may recall a project earlier this year on
“Wildlife on our Doorstep”. The project ran from
February through to May and involved major
improvement works to the on-site wildlife garden at
Stibbington Centre, accompanied by a series of
wildlife gardening articles by Graham Blagden on the
Nature Notes pages of this magazine, and a wildlife
garden Open Day for the local community in March.
With the works now complete, and finishing touches
added to the wildlife garden, our photo gallery
records the superb achievements of the project.
Thanks to Heritage Lottery Funding, together with
help and contributions from many volunteers in the

STIBBINGTON CENTRE FOR THE COMMUNITY:
“Little Acorns” go outdoors

Get crafty this Autumn

3 to 5 year olds, along with their parent
or carer are invited to join in a morning
of story, song and creative craft
activities in the inspirational
surroundings of Stibbington Centre’s
grounds, including the imaginatively
designed play area and the new,
improved wildlife garden (see above).

The first in a series of craft workshops
for adults will be held on Saturday 19
September w hen mosaic artist,
Fiona Gurney will teach participants
how to cut and place ceramic pieces to
produce an A4 sized mosaic.

Sessions will take place monthly on
Thursday mornings at 10am to 12 noon,
starting on Thursday 10 September.
The focus for all the sessions will be on
seasonal outdoor fun with an
environmental theme.
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Although all materials will be provided
you will be able to add any favourite bits
of broken china or similar items to give
the finished artwork sentimental value.
The workshop will run from 10 until 4,
with refreshments provided.
Bring your own packed lunch.
Minimum age 16.

AT STIBBINGTON CENTRE: THE SEQUEL
local community, the garden is now complete and
has been admired and enjoyed by hundreds of
children on school visits. From Reception infants
(aged 4) to A level biology students, the garden has
provided the perfect setting for a wide range of
educational activities during the past few weeks.
Photos from top left: The Wildlife on our Doorstep
project poster; a child-size bird hide; one of several
new interpretive panels; the bog garden; a pond
food chain mural; the newly re-lined pond and the
5-star minibeast hotel.

New opportunities at Stibbington Centre from September
Further workshops will include:
Stained Glass with Cathi Prince
on 17 October,
Felting with Eve Marshall
on 22 November and
Paper crafts with a Christmas theme
on 5 December.
Places for both Little Acorns and Craft
Workshops must be booked in
advance so if you are interested in
attending or would like more information
please contact CEES.stibbington@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk or tel 782386 or
for more information visit Stop Press
News at www.cees.org.uk.
.
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THORNHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the First Meeting of the 2015/2016 Parish Council held at
7.00pm on Monday 13th July in St Andrew’s Church, Thornhaugh
PRESENT: W illiam Rogers (Chairman); Liam Higgins; Ashleigh
Kewney; Brian Watts
IN ATTENDANCE: One of the P ublic; Deirdre M cCumiskey, Clerk to
the Council
1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were Apologies for Absence from Louise Molesworth, John
Holdich and Diane Lamb.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no Declarations of Interest.

3.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The Member of the Public raised the following issues:The verges at the junction with the A1 North are full of rubbish that
needs removing. He was disappointed not to have been consulted
about the roadworks that are planned causing the closing of the A47 at
Home Farm between 8.00 pm and 6.00 am w/c 20/07/15. He will
contact Peterborough Highways Services to discuss this further.

4.

POLICE MATTERS
There were no police representatives present. It was noted that
people are riding motorbikes in the quarry, mainly on Sunday
afternoons. The Clerk will report this to the police.

5.

MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting of the 2015/2016 Parish
Council held on Tuesday 5th May 2015 were reviewed, approved and
signed by the Chairman.

6.
i)

MATTERS ARISING
Home Farm Matters
Ashleigh Kewney stated that no suitable place had been determined for
a hanging basket to be put up at Home Farm. The signpost for the
quarry has been knocked and rotated again and needs repositioning.
The fencing along the A47 has been damaged and needs repairing.
The overhanging hedges at the junction of Home Farm and the A47 are
causing problems with visibility and need cutting back. The Clerk will
report these matters to the relevant department.

ii)
.

Seat and Lectern
Brian Watts confirmed that the seat and lectern have been delivered
and he has received many positive comments about them. William
Rogers will organise a plaque stating they were purchased with a grant
from the Aidan Patrick Fogarty Will Trust and, when it is installed, he
will send a photograph to Buckles Solicitors.
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iii)

Dog Foul Bin at Home Farm
The Clerk reported that this is due to be delivered later on this week.

iv)

Grit Bin
It was agreed to purchase one green grit bin (at a cost of £302) to
replace the damaged yellow grit bin opposite St Andrew’s Church

7.

CORRESPONDENCE
PCC – Rural Vision and Charter Consultation Follow-up (Noted)

8.

FINANCE Statement and Bank Reconciliation at 30 th June 2015
was reviewed and approved as presented

9.
ADJOURNMENT
TEA and its relationship with Thornhaugh
Liam Higgins reported that Augean continues to support the
investment in local communities by contributing to many local
initiatives through the Landfill Communities Fund and will continue to
support the communities in the areas in which they operate. This
process is managed by GrantScape, with support from the Kings Cliffe
and Thornhaugh Environmental Associations. These two Associations
are operated through voluntary steering committees of representatives
from the relevant village. They recommend grant awards to community
groups wishing to make environmental improvements to public
amenities, biodiversity and conservation or heritage projects. Projects
within a ten-mile radius of the two landfill sites may apply for grants
that meet the requirements for eligibility. Although Kings Cliffe and
Thornhaugh Environmental Associations meet together, the finances
remain separate.
40 mph Speed Limit on Russell Hill
It was noted that although a 40mph speed limit would be in place on
Russell Hill, west of Thornhaugh and legally enforceable on the 22nd
June 2015, to date the new speed limit signs are still not in place.
Brian Watts will chase this up with Peterborough Highways Services.
Lorries
Liam Higgins raised concerns about lorries that are being badly parked
in the laybys on the A1 Southbound and the A1 Northbound near
Thornhaugh. It was reported that the owner of the Shell Garage on
the A1 Northbound has purchased the café and surrounding land and
intends to apply for Planning Permission to develop this site.
Barbeque and Quiz Night
This successful event had been held to celebrate the 800th Anniversary
of the Signing of the Magna Carta on 11th July 2015 and had raised
£301 for charity which will be split between Hospital at Home, Cancer
Research and the Stroke Association.
10.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING The Second M eeting of the 2015/ 2016
Parish Council will take place at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 23rd
September in St Andrew’s Church.
Deirdre McCumiskey, Clerk
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WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on July 13th.
In attendance: Cllrs Martyn Handley, Vivien Thorley, John
Stannage, Tim Pearson, Graham Garner, 1 resident and Cllr Richard
Clarke joined for last 15 Minutes.
The council dealt with the following matters:
Planning: Discussion on Y arw ell M ill conversion to retail/ restaurant
which has subsequently been withdrawn.
Removal of existing garage, 2 storey side extension and single storey rear
extension at 17 Old Leicester Road Wansford Peterborough PE8 6JR – no
objections were raised.
Leasing of Land – Nene Close update: M eeting held w ith our solicitor
at his office on 8th July 2015 with members of Peterborough City Council
and Parish Council – final document agreed at last, Chairman of Parish
Council has signed and returned document. Thank you to City Council
Leader J Holdich, City Councillor D Lamb, and Solicitor employed by
Wansford parish council to finally make this happen. Cllr Clarke returned
from meeting with Grantscape concerning children's play area; the grant is
still available but council need to make sure everything is in place by Jan.
Toddlers Play Area: Cllrs Handley and Stannage w ill look at and
prepare planning for project. Cllr Stannage will contact Nene Valley Tots to
advise on latest update.
Bins: Litter bin in place, dog bin still to be delivered and sited.
Potholes: Some have been filled on A1 to help reduce noise, tow ards
centre of road still need filling in. Clerk to check when resurfacing planned.
Traffic Lights: These are on from 7 am to 9.30 am – traffic appears to
be flowing, no delays. We will continue to monitor.
Litter Picking: The P C agreed that they w ould like M r Knibbs to
continue monthly to collect and dispose of litter collected within the village.

Village Notice Board/Map: w ork in progress – Cllr Pearson had
produced two excellent maps, agreed further information to be added, he
will then get costs and report back at next meeting.
Speeding Signs: Resident had seen article in Living Villages, concern
expressed at speed vehicles travel in particular along Old Leicester Road – is
it the Parish Councils intention to include Old Leicester Road in the plans –
the answer was YES.
Parish Clerk reported that we had been in contact with other Parish Councils
who may have in place or are looking at obtaining signs in the not too
distant future to gather information i.e. do they work, costings, supplier etc.
Speed Gun – use of speed gun was discussed and it was thought that this
would be a good idea and would provide a good indication on what speed
vehicles are travelling and it can be used in the whole village.
Continued
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Dealing with
life’s challenges
Do you want to get your life back, look forward and
be happy without the need to revisit the past?
Solution Focused Hypnotherapy may be for you.
Why not book a Free Initial Consultation to discuss
the issue and see how hypnotherapy can help.
Issues which can be treated:
 Stress at work or social stress, depression,
anxiety, panic attacks, post-traumatic stress
disorder, obsessive compulsive disorder
 Low self-esteem, confidence, sleep difficulties
 Phobias such as spider phobia, exam nerves, fear
of flying
 Substance abuse. Pain management. Sport
performance. Smoking.
To discuss how hypnotherapy can help you,
book a free initial consultation.
Contact Jane Clark 07958 757076

jane.clark@virgin.net

Classie Cars for Business and Private Travel
Professional Chauffeurs for private and business travel
We offer:
Wedding Service
Corporate Service
Special Occasions
Airport Chauffeur Service
Sporting event
Our aim is to make your
journey as enjoyable
as possible.

Contact Tel 01780 784484
Mobile 07843 226510
Email info@classiecars.co.uk
More information on www.classiecars.co.uk
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Wansford Parish Council—continued from page 25
Neighbourhood Watch Signage: Sample sign obtained, main concern
would it fade, does not appear to be much different from old signs. Company
can make any sign we like (Neighbourhood Watch and No Cold Calling),
Parish Clerk to obtain email samples from company before placing order.
Vacancy for a councillor: Local residents are invited to apply to join
the Parish Council. Please contact Chairman Tim Pearson on 01780 782039.
Date of next meeting in the Community Hall: Monday 17th August
2015 commencing at 7.30 p.m. Members of the public invited.
Graham Garner

SIBSON-CUM-STIBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council met at The Environment Centre, Stibbington on
Wednesday 4th July 2015 at 7.00 p.m. 4 Councillors were in attendance. 3
members of the public and District Cllr R Mathews were also in attendance.
At the Public Forum a resident mentioned that Bus Trips are now regularly
picking up in village, which means cars are being left in village all day (not all
residents) which are taking up valuable parking for people to get to
businesses. Could all day trippers please park outside centre of village
possibly in Christie Hall Car or Haycock Hotel car parks?

15/00803/FUL – One detached dwelling (revised house type of approval
11/00874/FUL) 10 Waters Edge, Wansford PE8 6LH – a list of total changes to
be requested so that comments can be made.
15/00321/LBC - Damp proof course and timber treatment. Remedial work to
comprise - damp proof course, insecticidal fluid and gel to the large beam,
lintel and ceiling joists at 10 London Road, Wansford PE8 6JB – no objections
were raised on this application.
Christie Hall – seeking grant to re roof – Parish Council considering donation.
It was mentioned there was lot of potholes in the roads yet the road to the
boatyard had been chipped and re surfaced?
Drains – still blocked – Waters Edge has a problem with sewerage (pumping
station) which causes a problem with drains on New Lane (flooding). Anglian
Water are investigating.
Cllr Beuttell met with Highways Authority re white lining and extending APM
lines outside several residents properties. All keep clear signs have now been
removed; these can only be used in vicinity of Police Stations, Fire Stations
and Hospitals.
Rebecca Avery from the Police Commissioners Office will be attending Parish
Council meeting in September.
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd September
2015 commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Wendy Gray

27

28

THE CHRISTIE HALL COMMUNITY LOTTERY
The winners of the
July 2015
draw are listed here.
Many thanks to
Julia
at
The Barn
Elton Road
Wansford
for drawing the tickets.

£60

P O’Sullivan

£50

H Ainsworth

£40

P Stocklasova

£30

N Fitzpatrick

£20

C Richards

£10

D Jones

Mat Free, Administrator
Mat.Free@hotmail.co.uk
Tel 07881834054

Wansford in England Cricket Club
Opponents

Venue

Date

Time

See below

Correction to Cricket Fixture:
All readers please be aware that the Presidents X1 will be playing
Wansford on Sunday 30th August and not on the 23rd as previously
published.
It is hoped that a Bar-Be Que and Bar will be available (along with
appropriate 20/20 music).
All are welcome to enjoy an afternoon of fun and cricket.
John Stones
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YOUNGER READERS’ BLOG
By Karina Chappell (11)

BONJOUR!

My day started off like this; I woke up at half past two in the morning and
got dressed ready to go on a school trip to France. It took ages for the coach
to get there but it finally arrived.
When we arrived in Boulogne we went to a sea life centre on the beach. The
floor in the seal section was made of glass. It allowed us to see the seals
swimming underneath us. There were also sharks, penguins and thousands
of tropical fish. Following that we had lunch on the beach. One boy went in
the sea and accidentally stepped on a crab and couldn’t get it off his foot. It
was hilarious.
After that we went to a traditional French bakery where we got shown how to
make croissants. The man in charge was very strict and shouted a lot. But
apart from that I rather enjoyed it because he let us make our own
croissants.
Next we went to a shopping centre which was fun. One shop had a policy
where they wouldn’t let us in if we had other shopping bags with us. It did
not bother us much though
because we left our bags
outside with one of the
teachers. Good old teacher.
After a long and tiring day
we got on the train to go
home. We all needed the
toilet so we went to the
front of the train, but it
turned out the train was
facing backwards and we
had to walk the whole
length of the train to get
there. When we finally got
home it was really late and
I went straight to sleep.
France was really good fun,
the scenery was beautiful
and I learned loads; except
how to speak French, which
won’t make the French
teacher very happy.
Thank you to Karina, and
also to her younger brother, Josh (9) for sending the above book review.
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Bespoke picture framing
Oils, watercolour, textiles, etc.
Large or small.
Contact:

FELICITY THISTLETHWAITE

m: 07943 127979
t: 01780 470275
e: fthistlethwaite@
rocketmail.com
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NATURE NOTES
By Graham Blagden

STOAT WATCHING

Golf courses can mean all things to everyone. A delightful place to play the
game or, famously, a good walk spoiled by golf. Whatever your feelings about
the sport, one cannot deny that a golf course, commonly covering about sixty
hectares, or one hundred and fifty acres, of land can be a delightful piece of
countryside at all times of the year. Out in the fresh air, surrounded by grass,
hedges and trees, or woodlands, crops, ponds and streams, the variety is
endless. During the year one marvels at the variety of wildflowers, the sight
and sound of all sorts of birds and glimpses of the wild animals that are always
there but do not always allow themselves to be seen.
This week I have had the joy of watching stoats
playing in a dry ditch near one of the golf teeing
grounds. The stoat is the most common of our
carnivorous animals although its smaller cousin
the weasel is another widespread meat-eater.
The stoat is long and slim like a very small otter.
The male is up to 45 centimetres long including
a tail of 11 centimetre. It is light brown in
colour with white underneath with a noticeable 5
centimetre black tip to its tail. During winter, in
northern parts of the British Isles, its coat turns white, called ermine, but the
black tip to its tail remains. The weasel has similar body colouring but is barely
half the size with a short, stubby tail with no black tip.
The rabbit was always the main prey of the stoat but since the advent of
myxomatosis in the 1950s it has widened its diet to include smaller mammals
such as mice, voles and shrews. Stoats have a bounding gait and pursue their
prey relentlessly, wearing them down over a long chase. I have seen a rabbit
bounding across a fairway to be followed some ten seconds later by a stoat in
hot pursuit. A couple of minutes later I heard a shrill screech when the rabbit
was caught by the stoat. Rabbits and, indeed hares, appear to be petrified by
the stoat and lie down and scream just before the kill, which the stoat
administers with a bite behind the neck.
Man is a stoat's main enemy although with fewer gamekeepers about, owls and
hawks need to be looked out for. The females have one litter a year. They
mate the previous summer but the female holds the embryos in 'delayed
implantation' until the following spring when warmer temperatures initiate
development and after up to 28 days the young kits are born.
A colleague had an earlier fine view of four young stoats gambolling about on
the grass for several minutes close to my later sighting. This form of play for
any hunter is training for catching their own prey. With a successful breeding
season we will obviously have many more instances of both pleasurable and
more dramatic sightings in the months to come.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thank you to David Stuart-Mogg for sharing (with her permission) the letter
below, written to him by former Stibbington resident, Nan Alden.
Nan would be interested to know whether any of those she
played tennis with many years ago are still in the local area?
I have now finished reading your book (The Story of Wansford) on line and
wanted to tell you how much I have enjoyed every word of it! I have loved all
the photographs as most of them are just as I remember the village. I went
for piano lessons at Miss Hazeldine's house "Hillside" . We were never invited
into those large houses but remember them all so well! Now, when they are on
Zoopla for sale, I eagerly search them room by room and am amazed how
lovely they are! The old house next to Barnaby house is particularly stunning it was occupied by Mr Noakes as I remember it and John Peake’s house in Stibbington is particularly gorgeous! I wonder if he has moved to Wimbledon yet?
Talking of Wimbledon and tennis, I am an avid watcher for these last two
weeks. I played for my school, university and Frank Perkins and wonder if the
local tennis courts we played on are still around - Thornhaugh, Ailsworth,
Apethorpe (we cycled to them at least twice a week!) I had a job as ball girl
for Mr Lockyer at Stibbington Manor and he taught me how to play aged 8!
I do run on a bit!
Kind regards, Nan Alden (née Death)

THE RECTOR OF PEPYNBRIDGE
by PETER MORRELL
Paperback version: £8.95
Available from major book
retailers, Nassington Stores,
J & R G Mould Butcher,
Nassington,
or on the web from
sales@i2ipublishing.co.uk or
www.amazon.co.uk and other
electronic booksellers.
Also available as a Kindle ebook from www.amazon.co.uk
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rosied@globalnet.co.uk
STUDYING FOR A COURSE?
DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN
APPLY FOR A GRANT?
Since the early 1990s the Reverend Thomas Woolsey’s
Charity has been giving book tokens or money for
equipment to all students from Thornhaugh and Wansford attending a higher
education course. The charity also gives monetary help to students of any age
or situation on other educational courses leading to a qualification.
The Trustees of the charity will be meeting in September to allocate the grants,
so there is plenty of time for any student to apply. Just contact Sue Meacock,
St Medard’s, Russell Hill, Thornhaugh, PE8 6HI, telephone number 01780
783381 for an application form. Applications need to be returned to her by 31 st
August for consideration at the September meeting.
Lisa Chambers, Secretary,
Rev. Thomas Woolsey’s Charity

Thank you to Richard Winfrey for alerting me to
a story for use in Living Villages about the Nene
Valley Railway Station’s successful purchase of
the old Wansford Station building (an article
about the acquisition appeared in Peterborough
Evening Telegraph on 16 July).
If anyone from the Railway would like to get in
touch, we would be pleased to publish further
details.

Dear Rosie,
I have just had a very
sad Friend on the
phone. She has lost a
22 carat gold wedding
ring of great sentiment
–tal value, with a
pattern of lines like the
bark of a tree, at our
Tea Party this afternoon. She wanted me
to put it in the Living
Villages if possible.
She thinks it might
have slipped into a
cake package, as she
was serving at the
cake stall. Any chance
of helping her?
Dora
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DIARY DATES – AUGUST 2015
Date
Tue4,11
18, 25

Event

Time

Venue

Contact

Phone

p

Cricket Club Nets practice

6.00pm

Haycock Park,
Wansford

Jim Boulton

0789451
7173

31

Jean
Yerbury

782510

16

Sacrewell

Sacrewell

782254

6

Tue 11

WI visit to Tolethorpe Hall

Sun 19

Pet Experience Day

Mon 17

Wansford Parish Council
meeting

7.30pm

Wansford
Community Hall

Wendy Gray

01778
441312

23

Thur 20

WI Supper Club

7.30pm

The White Swan,
Woodnewton

Jean
Yerbury

782510

16

Sun 23

Water Newton Music Fest

12 noon

Water Newton

Tony Capon

01733
237500

13

Sat 29

Horticultural Society
Annual Show

Haycock Park,
Wansford

Gill Fisher

782446

15

Sun 30

President’s XI Cricket
match

Haycock Park,
Wansford

John Stones

Sun 30,
Mon 31

Teddy Bears Adventure

Sacrewell

Sacrewell

782254

Sept
Wed 2

Friends of St Mary’s and
St Andrew’s meeting

10.30am

Wansford
Community Hall

Dora Baker

782519

9

Wed 2

Sibson-cum-Stibbington
Parish Council meeting

7.00pm

Environment
Centre, Stibbington

Wendy Gray

01778
441312
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Thur 3

St Mary’s church choir
practice

7.30pm

19A Old Leicester
Road

Eddie
McDonnell

783639

Tue 8

WI meeting

7.15pm

Wansford
Community Hall

Jean
Yerbury

782510

16

Little Acorns for 3—5 year
olds + parent/carer

10am

Environment
Centre, Stibbington

Stibbington
Centre

782386

20

Thur 10

2.00pm
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Copy deadline next month: Monday 20 August

rosied@globalnet.co.uk
This magazine is available online at www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk
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