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S K CONTRACTS

Award Winning Builders & Carpenters

Winner LABC 2009 Awards

Family run business offering high quality
workmanship and customer satisfaction
with over 33 years of experience.

• New House Builds
• Commercial Conversions
• Domestic Extensions
• Loft Conversions
• Stone Property Renovations
• On Site Joinery
• Orangeries
• Conservatories
6 Old North Road, Wansford,
Peterborough PE8 6LB
Tel: 07970 700767

info@skbuildersandcarpenters.co.uk
www.skbuildersandcarpenters.co.uk
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EDITORIAL

CONTENTS

Our “then and now” images on February’s front cover
have been inspired by the level of interest generated
by Martin Lewis’ article in November’s magazine on
the former Little Chef site (and previously the Mermaid
Inn, New and Old). Amongst several letters on the
subject this month, was one from former resident and
postal subscriber, Dick Arnold, who kindly sent the
painting showing the very impressive “Ye Olde
Mermaid”. How very different Wansford’s crossroads
look today.
The Living Villages email inbox was so packed this
month, with a record 50+ messages, that a few
contributions are being held over until next time. In
addition to including follow-up to articles from last
month, priority has been given to current news and
events, and to timely, topical themes such as Martin
Lewis’ contribution on Valentine’s Day (p20-21) and
wildlife gardening for early Spring (p29, 31).
In recognition of the fact that this will be his final
contribution to “Reflections” before his move to
Dorset, Canon William Burke’s article has more space
that usual. During his time in our parishes, Canon
William has made a huge contribution to both church
and community life in Stibbington, Sutton and Water
Newton. He will be missed by many.
Finally, it may be worth pointing out that, unlike
certain other publications, the Living Villages editorial
team chooses to ensure that the content of our page 3
remains non-controversial. We trust that this policy
meets with the approval of our readers.
Rosie McDonnell
Editorial team
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01780 783639
rosied@globalnet.co.uk
Carole Whincup
01780 783055
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Rod Sortwell
01780 783403
r.sortwell@btinternet.com
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01780 783668
mtlewis00@btinternet.com
www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk

Advertising Manager
Distribution Manager
Reporter

Website:

Parish Councils
Sutton
Peter Lee (Vice Chair)
Wansford
Wendy Grey (Clerk)
Sibson-cum-Stibbington
Wendy Grey (Clerk)
Thornhaugh
Deirdre McCumiskey (Clerk)
Water Newton (Parish Meeting) Tony Capon (Chairman)

01780 782703
01778 441312
01778 441312
01780 782668
01733 237500

Churches
Ministers: Thornhaugh & W ansford

Rev Michael Matthews 01780 782271
frmichaelmatthews@btinternet.com
Stibbington & Water Newton Canon William Burke 01733 380244
wburke@btinternet.com or Parish Office, admin.castor@btconnect.com
Churchwardens:
St Andrew’s Thornhaugh:
Stuart Foreman
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Liz Kemp
01780 782333
St Mary’s Wansford:
Paul Tate
01780 782965
Alan Jones
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St John the Baptist, Stibbington Richard Winfrey
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Carol Lindsay
Friends:
St Mary’s & St Andrew’s
Dora Baker
01780 782519
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Helen Facer
01780 782932
St Remigius Water Newton
Tony Capon
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Neighbourhood Policing 101
Wansford Surgery
01780
(Out of hours
01733
Wansford Pharmacy
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Communicare
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H’don District Council 01480
P’boro City Council
01733

Horticultural Society
01780 782446
782342 Royal British Legion
01780 782200
293838) Stibbington & Wansford WI . . 782510
781616 Cricket Club
01780 782109
470437
388388
747474
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St Andrew’s, Thornhaugh

WORSHIP

St Mary’s, Wansford

FEBRUARY
2015
Service

Date

Time

Location

1 Feb

9.30 am

St. Andrew’s,
Thornhaugh

Holy Communion

10.15 am

St. Kyneburgha,
Castor

Holy Communion

4.00 pm

St Mary’s,
Wansford

Family Service—Candlemas
I am the light of the world

9.00 am

St. Kyneburgha,
Castor

Holy Communion, Canon
William Burke’s final service

9.30 am

St. Mary’s,
Wansford

Holy Communion
(with choir)

9.30 am

St. Andrew’s,
Thornhaugh

Holy Communion

10.15 am

St. Kyneburgha,
Castor

Holy Communion

7.00 am
10.00 am

St. Kyneburgha,
Castor

Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion

10.00 am

St. Mary’s,
Wansford

Holy Communion and
distribution of ashes.

9.00 am

St John the Baptist, Holy Communion
Stibbington

9.30 am

St. Mary’s,
Wansford

8 Feb

15 Feb

18 Feb

22 Feb

Morning Payer

Wansford: Mondays 3.00 pm Prayer Group

St John the Baptist,
Stibbington

Every Wednesday
Wansford
Morning Prayer.
Please note 4th and
11th February at 10am
From Wednesday 25th
February at 11.30am,
followed by
Frugal Lent lunch
at Christie Hall
5

St Remigius,
Water Newton

WANSFORD
COMMUNITY HALL

GRIFFIN
Solid Fuel Merchant
Supplier of Pre Packs

Peterborough Road, Wansford

This hall accommodates parties of up to
36 people seated. Ideal for Meetings,
Workshops, Aerobics etc

Coal Bunkers Charcoal Compost
Flo Gas Logs & Sticks Salt
Coal Yard

Station Road
Nassington
01780 782540

Office

GREAT VALUE AT ONLY £4 per hour
FOR BOOKINGS TELEPHONE

12 Church Hill
Castor
01733 380470

John Stannage 07879 485330

CHOOSE YOGA
Yoga class for all ages & abilities.
Christie Hall, Wansford
Tuesdays 7pm and
Thursdays 10am
Kings Cliffe Monday 7.45pm
£7 drop in or £6.50 per 4 session pass

British Wheel of Yoga Teacher

Contact Penny 07960 267986
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REFLECTING
ON 20 YEARS

REFLECTIONS
By Canon William Burke

We arrived here in the Benefice of Castor with Sutton and Upton with Marholm in
October 1995. However it was not until August 1996, nearly a year later, that I
carried out a baptism at the lovely little church of Upton. The child I baptized
was Gemma Cunnington daughter of Anthony and Carol Cunnington and she was
wearing a red and gold dress. By complete coincidence, the last baptism I did at
Upton was that of Gemma’s daughter, Sophie Moran. (Gemma and her husband
Ricky had married at Upton Church in 2012). Such is the pattern of a priest’s
life. In the last nearly 20 years we have carried out well over 500 baptisms and
over 500 weddings including the wedding and baptism of our own daughter
Helen to Jim Tovey and the baptism of their children Poppy and Milly. One of the
great privileges of being a parish priest is to be present at the significant
occasions in peoples’ lives and commend them to God; sometimes they are
times of great rejoicing but sometimes equally moments of the greatest sadness.
It too has been a privilege to be involved not just with the lives of our parish
churches but also in the lives of the wider village communities and our School
and our pubs too. Since I arrived in 1995 two more lovely churches and villages
have been added to our group; the parishes of Water Newton and Stibbington
will formally become a part our benefice the day I leave, but it has been a
privilege also to be involved with them and their churches. Some of you will
know that for me the church buildings are more than just a place where a few or
many will gather for worship. They are more than just the repository of the
history and arts and crafts of the community in which they are set, although
they are that too. They reflect the wellbeing of the community to which they
belong. A church with broken windows, running with green mould inside and
shuttered and wired off says more than something just about the priest and
those who worship there. Such a church tells us something about the spiritual
poverty and poor health and well-being of the wider parish community.
The former poet laureate Philip Larkin wrote of churches
“A serious house on serious earth it is,
In whose blent air all our compulsions meet,
Are recognized, and robed as destinies.
And that much never can be obsolete,
Since someone will forever be surprising
A hunger in himself to be more serious,”
A church can act as catalyst to bring together peoples and communities
excluding no-one, asking questions of us about our understanding of life and its
purpose in our search for meaning and significance in our lives. Churches can
help us dignify and formalize those moments of deepest significance as we ask
God’s blessing on them, the LORD whom I believe revealed his will and purpose
for us in the person of his Son Jesus.
Continued on page 9
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Tickets
£29.95
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Canon Wiliam Burke’ Reflections continued from page 7
But something else too as Larkin said, they are serious places which point to
something else. In the quest for meaning and purpose, they are places which
ask questions of us and our lives, as well as dignifying our births, relationships
and deaths by taking them seriously. As such their very presence and need for
preservation enhances their role as it takes a whole community to look after a
church and as they do, so too the communities look after themselves as well.
It has been the greatest possible privilege for me to be a part of the lives of our
churches and village for the last 20 years. I have so many people, literally
hundreds and hundreds to thank that a list would be impossible, people who
have been so generous with time, gifts, donations fundraising, hardworking
church wardens and PCCs, musicians enhancing our lives and worship, priests
and lay colleagues in the worship and life of the church, craftsmen and
supporters and the wider Friends in the villages. So many people to thank I
hardly know where to begin. It has been a wonderful 20 years working with you
all and being part of these lovely village communities and we shall miss you all
very much. One of the great privileges of being a priest is that of
pronouncing blessings, be that at weddings, baptisms or other services or over
the wider community. I would like to close my time here by pronouncing the
oldest recorded priestly blessing (taken from the Book of Numbers 6 vs24 in the
Old Testament). When pronouncing it the priest would extend his hands over the
people and form with his hands and fingers the Tetragrammaton YHWH, the four
letters that spell out the unpronounceable name of the LORD (the four letters of
the Tetragramaton meaning the Being):
The LORD bless you and keep you,
The LORD make his face to shine upon and you and be gracious unto you
The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace
Best wishes and thank you,
William
Ps Our address will be 26 Well Lane Shaftesbury Dorset SP7 8LW just off the A30
telephone 01747 853295. All visitors welcome. W

FRIENDS OF STIBBINGTON CHURCH
We reluctantly say goodbye and a heartfelt thank you to our outgoing Rector
William whose enthusiasm and sound guidance helped the newly created Friends
of Stibbington Church get off to a flying start. The sense of community that
stems from William is a wonderful example to all and he leaves behind a great
legacy. We shall really miss you and wish you a happy and fulfilling retirement.
After a busy 2014 the FOSC Committee met to decide the 2015 fund raising
events that will take us closer to being able to make the improvements we need
to St. John the Baptist Church. Our biennial Fete will form the centre piece
taking place on Saturday 27th June and enhanced this year with a feast.
The lucky winner of the 101 Club for January is Sue Kudlinski.
Your cheque for £50 is on it's way. Congratulations.
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Helen Facer

Village Pizzas
Freshly Made &
Delivered to your Door
View our Menu at
www.villagepizzas.co.uk
Tue — Sat 6pm till the
phone stops ringing!

01780
784587

PETER

RIDDINGTON

LANDSCAPING

We supply and install Patios & Pathways, Decking, Stone Walls and Fencing,
We plant Trees, Shrubs Hedges and Flowers, and offer a complete
Garden Maintenance and Improvement Service.
Garden design service provided
Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation

4 LOCKS GREEN, YARWELL, PETERBOROUGH PE8 6PY
Telephone: 01780 783004 Mobile 07860 962068
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S AND ST. ANDREW’S
THE LENT LUNCHES are starting again
this month. (see poster). The first one
will take place on Wednesday, 25th
February at 12.15 in the Christie Hall.
and will be preceded by a short service at
St .Mary’s church at 11.30 a.m.
There will then follow 4 more, each on
Wednesdays at the same time. Entrance
is free. Donations will be forwarded to
Christian Aid to help in the fight against
Ebola in Sierra Leone where the death toll
is reaching nearly 3.000 and many
children have been orphaned. So, please
come and support this vital work.
FOOD BANK
Christine Turner and Kate Brumfield
would like to remind readers that there is
a collection box in St. Mary’s church for
items of food to be donated for the Food
Bank in Stamford. They take all gifts,
including financial donations, to Stamford
regularly. There is also the possibility of
bringing the donations along to the Lent
Lunches to be taken to the Food Bank.
MEETING
Our next meeting will take place on
Wednesday, 4th February at 10.30 in the
Community Hall after Morning Prayer at
St. Mary’s at 10 a.m.
OUTING
On Ash Wednesday, 18th February, many
members are hoping to take part in a
snowdrop walk in the grounds of Launde
Abbey followed by tea.
On the following Wednesday the Lent
Lunches will start, and we look forward
to meeting many friends and neighbours
there again to share friendship, healthy
food and the warm feeling of being able
to help in a very small way where there
is great need.
See you there.
Dora Baker (secretary)
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THE ARTIC BANANAS

ARE YOU 10+?
WANT TO MEET OLD FRIENDS
& MAKE NEW ONES?

We meet fortnightly in the benefice
new room, at 34 Station Rd Nassington.

Next meeting
Sunday 1 February from 6-7.30
Cost per week
£1

Lifts available from other villages.
Jess– 01780 782843
Maureen – 01780 789908
Fr Michael 01780 782271

M*R*H

Gardening Services
Need help with your garden?
Grass cutting — Hedge trimming — Tree clearing — Pruning
Planting — Garden rubbish removal — Fire wood for sale

Phone 01780 479125

Mobile 07920 515661

CONQUER TREE SERVICES
All aspects of tree surgery covered:
Pruning Re-shaping Felling Topping Hedge trimming
FREE no obligation quotation — Fully insured
Shaun Burnett (NPTC Fully Qualified Arborist)

Telephone 01780 749567 Mobile 07905 317315

CHRIS HARRIS

PAINTER & DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR WORK
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL

01733 759517
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COMMUNICARE
In December it was reported that a
new NHS England form - The NHS
Friends & Family Test - will be
available to patients both at surgeries
and online asking one simple question
“How likely are you to recommend
our service to friends and family if
they needed similar care or
treatment?” The form also allows
suggestions for any improvements you
think the surgery should consider.
This method of gathering information
has replaced previous years’ annual
patient surveys and a sample of
results will be submitted to NHS
England on a monthly basis
commencing end of February. You
may not have visited the surgery
during the past few weeks, but should
be made aware of this new method of
gathering feedback. If, however, you
have been to the surgery recently and
did not complete the form whilst
there, you can now do so at
www.wansfordsurgery.co.uk. The
form will only take a couple of minutes
to complete. You can add your name
or submit the form anonymously.

acting practice manager has now been
appointed to this post. Although
previously agreed, Dr Nally confirmed
that the purchase of a DVT monitoring
machine was not now justified due to
changes in guidelines on frequency of
testing. Instead approximately one
year’s supply of consumables for the D
-Dimer Kit will be purchased at
considerably less expense – this
monitors blood for clotting and, after
being prescribed clot bursting drugs
for a few days, patients can then have
an ultra-sound test – a procedure
carried out at the surgery. It was also
agreed to purchase a mobile ECG
machine for use by the two frontline
healthcare assistants, who triage
patients on a daily basis – costing
approximately £1500.

Assisted by the generosity of Elton
Garden Centre, 200 spring bulbs have
been purchased and planted around
the car park entrances and path.

The meeting discussed a new government proposal to provide funding for
extended services, the Prime
Minister’s Challenge Fund. Within the
Peterboro’ and Borderline area there
would be 4 ‘hubs’ providing daily 8am8pm cover staffed by GPs. Patients
contacting 111 or ‘out of hours’
service could be directed to the ‘hub’
for advice from a doctor – hopefully in
many cases thus avoiding attendance
at A&E.

Our January meeting was very poorly
attended but we were pleased to
welcome both Dr Nally and Mrs Kirstie
Lawes, who following a period as

38 patients enjoyed the Social Group’s
post-Xmas lunch in January. Monthly
coffee mornings recommence on
Friday 20 Feb 10.00am at Kings Cliffe.

Have you used the NHS ‘111’ service or GP Out-of-Hours unit?

Consultation is currently being carried out by the Cambs & Peterborough Clinical
Commissioning Group to gather feedback to assist in future planning and possibly
providing a better and more co-ordinated service. A consultation document explaining
the process together with a short questionnaire is available for completion until 6th
March. Copies can be obtained from Oundle and W ansford & Kings Cliffe
surgeries or online at www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk. Please record
your experience of these services and any comments you may have on future proposals

Involvement of us all as patients is very important
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The Christie Hall
Elton Road, Wansford, (Registered Charity No 1033998)
The recently refurbished Hall is available for Parties, Receptions, Meetings
and most types of private function
For bookings at £10 per hour or £8 per hour residents of
Wansford, Stibbington and Thornhaugh
contact the bookings clerk on Tel: 01780 782446 Gill Fisher
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.christiehall.co.uk for further information
We look forward to hearing from you.

PAWS and CLAWS

Delightful Country Setting : Individually Heated Chalets
Spacious Accommodation With Outside Runs
Personal Care & Attention : Innoculated Cats Only
Rescued Cats & Kittens usually available
and wanting good homes (& hearths by which to purrrr!)
The Pump House, Old Leicester Road, Wansford 782174
BARKLEYS GARDEN SERVICES

Grass cutting, weeding,
hedge trimming
Lady gardener
available
Bev & Peter
Ailsworth
(01733) 380480 or
07593721144
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WANSFORD HORTICULTURAL & CRAFTS SOCIETY
Our members have now received the
full programme for 2015 which we
believe provides a wide variety of
interesting talks and visits. As well as
the June visit to R.H.S. Hyde Hall and
nearby Cressing Temple described in
the last magazine, our second coach
trip has been finalised as a return to
East Ruston Old Vicarage, preceded by
a stop at Wroxham Barns by the
Norfolk Broads.
Before these however we have a
programme of 3 talks in the Christie
Hall w hich commences on 12th
February (at 7.30 as usual) with a
presentation about Peterborough’s
Green Backyard by Sophie Antonelli.
This very dynamic young woman will
tell us about the vibrant community
project in the heart of Peterborough,
established in 2009 and run entirely by
volunteers. From an urban space,
across the road from the Peterborough
United football ground, this once
derelict former allotment site has been
transformed into a beautiful and
productive community allotment that is
open to everyone, especially those
living in the city centre who do not
have the privilege of garden ownership
as we do in the villages. The Green
Backyard became a registered charity
in January 2014 and all involved are
passionate about sustainability and
work to raise awareness of
environmental issues by involving the
community in informative, practical
demonstrations and workshops. They
work with many different individuals
and groups, as well as various schools,
businesses and other organisations
from across Peterborough and beyond.
Clearly a huge asset in a city which
aspires to be the “Environmental

Capital of the U.K”. the GBY is
nevertheless under threat, as the City
Council wishes to sell off the 2.3 acre
site to a developer. This would force
the closure or relocation of the project,
destroy 6 years hard work by
thousands of local people and remove
one of the very last green spaces from
the city centre area. There is therefore
currently a campaign to “Save the
Green Backyard” and buy the site from
the council.
We hope that lots of you will come
along to our talk and learn more. Bring
your friends and neighbours!
Our second speaker, Janette Merilion,
delivers talks which earn rave reviews:
‘The photography was superb, clear
and sharp while the words not only
educated but also entertained. The
best talk we have had this year,
Janette is a walking encyclopaedia'.
(Ferndown Hort. Assoc.)
'Janette Merilion is amongst the top
five speakers visiting our club during
its fifteen year existence. The
'feedback' from our members was
spontaneous and enthusiastic. Her
knowledge of her subject is awesome
and her style is the epitome of
directness and clarity. We have
already booked her to visit us again'.
(New Waltham Garden Club.)
We have chosen one of her most
popular talks, “Unexpected Tales of
Plants and Gardens”, so do join us on
Thursday 5th March.
Please contact me if you want full
details of our 2015 schedule or to join
us if you are not already a member,
the subscription is just£2.50 per
person.
Gill Fisher
fisher.gill@yahoo.com 782446
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STIBBINGTON & WANSFORD WI
First and foremost – for the attention
of (female) readers who are not
currently members of our group – as
always, and particularly at the start of
our programme for 2015, we would be
very happy to see some new faces –
unlike some WIs who have a large
membership and become somewhat
impersonal and ‘business like’, we are
relatively small, very friendly and
although we adhere to national WI
guidelines in respect of meetings, etc.
we also have varied and very
entertaining ‘extra’ activities. We
would love to welcome anyone who
might be interested to come along to
one of our meetings as a guest to see
if you like us and hopefully then join
our ranks. Our next meeting date is
shown below.

floor. She gave
details of various
points of access
to information –
in particular a support group which is
held at Sainsburys Bretton Café
monthly on the first and third Monday
from 11am to 12.30pm. We had great
pleasure in presenting her with a
donation from funds collected during
2014 from the generosity of both
members and the public who have
supported our various cake sales.

Reminders: The next members’
meeting will be at the Community Hall
on Tuesday 10th February when we
will be co-ordinating and sorting items
of memorabilia and photographs.
Members are requested to bring along
anything they feel would be relevant,
or just come along to learn more
At our January meeting we welcomed
about the group’s history – your input
Hannah Longlands, Community and
Long-Term Support Co-ordinator, from could be of value in identifying people
the Peterborough branch of The Stroke on photos or dating a particular event.
Association, who gave an enlightening
The Supper Club are attending a
talk about her own role and the
Valentine dinner at Peterborough
history and work of the charity, both
College on Thursday 12th February
locally and nationally. She outlined
and the Craft Club meets on Thursday
the causes of strokes and the outcome
19th February at the Community Hall.
of treatment and rehabilitation, and
answered many questions from the
Wendy Spencer

THE CHRISTIE HALL COMMUNITY LOTTERY
There is no draw this month as the ten 2015 draws will start again in March.
Our collectors have been busy calling round all the houses during January in
the cold conditions but if they haven’t been able to contact you and you would
like to join in again this year, please give me a call and I will arrange to visit
you and get a ticket to you.
The hall supports many functions including Yoga, Karate, Pilates, Renaissance
and Lindy Hop Dancing, Mothers and Toddlers as well as Baby Sensory,
Stretches for Wellness and Dog Training and is available for parties and other
activities. Details are on the website at www.christiehall.co.uk.
Anyone wishing to hire the hall should contact Gill Fisher on 01780 782446
Mat Free mat.free@hotmail.co.uk 07881834054
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31 London Road, Wans-
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STIBBINGTON & DISTRICT BRANCH OF
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
COACH TRIP TO BLETCHLEY PARK

If you have not yet seen the film, don’t worry: we have
booked a coach trip for Saturday 6th June to take us on a
visit to Bletchley Park.
Once Britain's Best-Kept Secret, today Bletchley Park, Home
of the Codebreakers, is a unique heritage site and vibrant
tourist attraction. We will explore and experience the topsecret world of iconic WW2 Codebreaking Huts and Blocks
set within an atmospheric Victorian estate.
The cost is approximately £30 per adult, £23 per child aged
12-16 and £15 per child under 12. Price includes an annual pass to return
as many times as you please within a year, multimedia guide, optional 1
hour walking tour guide, access to all open facilities and on-site catering
facilities. Exact cost and travel times will be confirmed ASAP. Limited
places available, book now with Sue Arnold on 01780 782200. Nonmembers, Singles & families are very welcome.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
We are currently recruiting new members to help us to
support the ‘Live On’ aim of The Royal British Legion.
Please contact Membership Secretary, Brian Skinner on 01780 783349 who
will sign you up at the very affordable annual fee of £15 per year. Benefits
of membership include a quarterly local newsletter for Branch news and
events, a quarterly national magazine, preferential booking on trips and
discounts on ticketed events. All whilst supporting the Poppy Appeal
throughout the year. Too good an opportunity to miss.

CERTIFIACTE OF APPRECIATION
Chairman, Brian Skinner, recently presented
John Peake with The Certificate of Appreciation in
recognition of his dedication and support to the
Branch Committee on which he has served as
Treasurer and Welfare Caseworker over a
considerable number of years.
John is retiring from the Committee shortly and
moving away from the area with his wife,
Elizabeth, to live near family.

WE HAVE A WEBSITE. WHY NOT VISIT IT?
branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/Stibbington
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SPECIAL FEATURE
By Martin Lewis

ST VALENTINES DAY
Love it as a romantic opportunity or despise it as a
commercial racket, this month brings us Valentines
(or more accurately St Valentine’s) day.
The precise origins of St Valentine’s day are
shrouded in mystery. It is believed that the modern
celebration contains vestiges of pagan, Roman and
Christian origins. Many think that St Valentines Day
is celebrated in the middle of February because of an
effort by the Romans to “christianize” the pagan
fertility festival of Lupercalia, which was celebrated
on the ides of February (February 15th). The Church
has canonized several martyred Valentines, all of
whom may have some small claim to the day. But it
was Pope Gelasius who declared February 14th as
Valentine’s day in 5th century.

However, St Valentines day did not begin to be
associated with romantic love until Chaucer’s
time in the 14th century. And in England, it
wasn’t until the middle of the 18th century that
friends and lovers of all social classes commonly
exchanged small tokens of affection or
handwritten notes.
The current version of Valentine’s day – the
chocolate, red rose, and card fest that we all
know – did not really begin until the 20th century.
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Test your knowledge with this Valentine’s Day Quiz
So how much do you know about the traditions of love and affection
on Valentine’s day? The answers appear on page 31.

1. What proportion of Valentine cards are bought by women?
(a) 40%

(b) 65%

(c) 85%

2. How many Valentine cards are sent each year?
(a) 500 million

(b) 1 billion

(c) 2 billion

3. Which structure in New York shows a giant, illuminated, red heart each
Valentine’s day?
(a) Empire State Building

(b) Chrysler Building

(c) Statue of Liberty

4. Which of the following is NOT considered an aphrodisiac?
(a) Asparagus

(b) Nettles

(c) Honey

5, The Victorians read symbolic messages into their Valentine’s gifts.
Match the meaning with the gift.
(a) Pink camellia
(b) Ivy
(c) Hollyhock
(d) Chicory

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Fruitfulness
Longing
Fidelity
Frugality

6. Which “Friends” character was the first to get married in real life?
(a) Monica

(b) Phoebe

(c) Rachel

7. Who was the mother of Cupid, the Roman God of love?
(a) Venus

(b) Aphrodite

(c) Diana

8. How much is spent each year in the USA on Valentine day cards, meals and
gifts?
(a) $2 billion

(b) $8.5 billion

(c) $14 billion

9. How many different cards does the greetings card company Hallmark
produce specifically for Valentine’s day?
(a) 325

(b) 755

(c) 1330

10. Which group of people receive the most Valentine cards?
(a) Teachers

(b) Mothers

(c) Sweethearts

11. The oldest known Valentine is on display in the British Museum. It was
sent in which year?

(a) 1066

(b) 1415

(c) 1750

12. What percentage of women send flowers to themselves on Valentine’s day?
(a) 3%

(b) 15%

(c) 25%
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GARDEN SERVICES

KEITH PIKE ATT, ACIB

Personal Taxation Adviser
-------------------------------------------

Garden &
Ground Maintenance
Contract Work
Commercial & Domestic

Are you worried about….
 completing your Annual Tax Return
and Self Assessment calculation?
 claiming all of your allowances /
reliefs ?
 calculating the capital gain or loss on
the sale of shares or property
 paying too much tax?
…. if so, help is at hand
---------------------------------------------------For a personal confidential service,
contact Keith Pike, a former Technical
Director with 30 years’ experience in
Personal Taxation on

Peter Gatheral

01780 783231
10 Chapel Court, Wansford

A. L. PALENSKI
Builder

10 Old Leicester Road
Wansford
Peterborough PE8 6JR

01832 281086
or email: kmpike425@btinternet.com
19 River Lane, Elton PE8 6RG

01780 782818

Nene Valley Railway
For details visit
www.nvr.org.uk

Nene Valley Railway, Wansford Station, Stibbington, Peterborough PE8 6LR
Tel 01780 784444 www.nvr.org.uk Registered charity no 263617
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WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL
A Parish Council meeting was held on 12th January 2015, at
7.30pm in the Wansford Community Hall.
Present were Cllrs M Handley, T Pearson and J Stannage.
Also present were the Parish Clerk, Carol Aston (Cambs.
Police) and four members of the public.
Co-option of Councillor: After extensive consultation, M r G Garner w as
co-opted as a Parish Councillor and was welcomed to the Council
Heating Oil Thefts: This has been of great concern to many residents,
and Carol Aston gave a police overview of the situation. Firstly, this is very
organised crime, to which the police are responding with increased surveillance,
especially in the early hours, individuals have been arrested and vehicles
detained. The police are working with a local heating oil supplier, to find ways
of preventing this crime. Securing the oil tank, constructing covers and
emergency lighting are being discussed with theft victims alongside Watchman
alarms. A recent meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner was used to
make our view known of crime in Wansford. It is clear that we come under
Rural Crime, and as such, a Special unit has been set up and this works
alongside Crimewatch and Farmwatch, and is focused especially on oil and
machinery theft. Early morning police patrols are said to be in place, and it
was asked that these are checked to have actually taken place. If any resident
is out and about in those early hours, it would be good if they could let the
Parish Council know of any sightings! Neighbourhood Watch is encouraged, as
is eCops and a representative of the Police and Crime Commission has now
been invited to a Parish Council meeting.
Litter Warden: I t has been agreed to trial a project of litter clearing as
a joint venture with Sibson Cum Stibbington Parish Council. A working plan is
to be developed to cover residential areas.
Planning: 14/ 02225/ FUL-ENC is an application for caravan lodges and
camping pitches off Wansford Road, Kings Cliffe. Wansford Parish Council are
not in favour of this application.
Matters Arising: The litter bin on the green is to be replaced and an
additional dog waste bin to be installed further distant from the bench.
We are awaiting response from a Rights of Way Officer regarding the cycleway
The roadworks, at the junction of A1/A47, are scheduled to be completed by
end March 2015.
There is a Thornhaugh Liaison Committee meeting to be held on 3 rd February.
We are to contact the Highways Agency to request resurfacing the length of
northbound road of the A1 over the bridge. This will, hopefully, result in some
reduction in traffic noise.
The leasing of the land at Nene Close will require further legal discussions
The next meeting is Monday 9th February, 7.30pm in the Community Hall.
Please come along, your views are most welcome.
John Stannage, Chairman WPC
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CATALIN CLEANING

A1 Service Station, Stibbington PE86LN

Hand car wash
Open 7 days a week
8am - 7pm

Wash 1 Wash & dry, Wheels, Windows
outside, Arches & Black tyres
£5
Wash 2 As above plus Windows inside,
Vacuum, Dashboard & clean mats £10
Mini valet As above plus Body polish &
Bumper polish
£20
Full valet As above plus wash and dry
all interior & Engine wash
£50
For 4x4s, 7seaters, Commercial vehicles,
special exterior polish & engine clean please ask.

07523 404 903
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THORNHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL
The Fifth Meeting of the 2014/2015
Thornhaugh Parish Council was held
on 19th January 2015. It was chaired
by William Rogers, present were Liam
Higgins, Ashleigh Kewney and Ian
Molesworth and in attendance was the
Clerk. There were apologies for
absence from Brian Watts, Diane
Lamb and John Holdich.
Declarations of Interest Ashleigh
Kewney declared a Non Pecuniary
Interest in Planning Application
14/02249 at The Retreat, Leicester
Road, Thornhaugh as he lives in a
neighbouring property.
Public Participation There were no
members of the public present.
Police Matters There w ere no
police representatives present. The
Clerk will continue to invite the police
to every Parish Council Meeting.
Home Farm Matters The dog foul
bin has now been ordered.
Hedge Trimming I t w as noted
that Amey are due to undertake the
annual hedge trimming in February
2015. It was agreed that if this does
not happen, the Parish Council may
consider employing a private
contractor to undertake the work.
Seat and Lectern Brian W atts had
sent an e-mail stating that he was
dealing with the seat and lectern but
needs to go over the graphics for the
lectern once he has drawn up the idea.
Precept 2015-2016 A discussion
took place regarding the current
financial position and estimated expenditure over the next 12 months and
it was agreed to keep the Precept at
the same level as 2014–5 as proposed
by William Rogers, seconded by Liam

Higgins and agreed by all present.
Augean Newsletter The Augean
Newsletter and the future plans for
local quarry were discussed.
Resignation of Parish Councillor
Ian Molesworth handed in his
resignation as a Parish Councillor with
immediate effect. The Clerk will inform
Mr M Emson, Electoral Services Officer
at Peterborough City Council and
advertise the vacancy in Living
Villages and on Village Noticeboards.
40 mph Speed Limit Brian W atts
reported that Mrs J Anderson, P’boro
Highways Services had confirmed the
40 mph speed limit along Russell Hill
to the junction of the A47 will be
included on the next Legal Order in
spring/early summer.
Broadband Connection Brian
Watts requested that the Clerk
determines whether the village could
be tagged onto the cable running
through Wansford, Yarwell, Nassington
and Kings Cliffe that is supplied by
Gigaclear who specialise in providing
high speed fibre optic broadband
connection.
Date of Next Meeting The Sixth
Meeting of the 2014/2015 Thornhaugh
Parish Council will take place at 7.00
pm on Monday 9th March 2015 at St
Andrew’s Church, Thornhaugh.
Deirdre McCumiskey, Parish Clerk

VACANCY
Due to the resignation of Ian Molesworth,
there is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.
If there are no requests for election the
Parish Council will co-opt.
If you are interested in being considered for
this vacancy please contact
Mrs D McCumiskey, Clerk on 01780 782668.
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Circuit Training with
DP Fitness
A fun, low impact, easy way
to get fit, and only
£5 per session!
At Nassington Village Hall

Thursday and Friday
9.30 – 10.30am
Saturday 8 – 9am
Call Dan Whiter on 01780 784790 or
07760 992345, or e-mail on
danwhiter1yorks@yahoo.co.uk .

Classie Cars for Business and Private Travel
Professional Chauffeurs for private and business travel
We offer:
Wedding Service
Corporate Service
Special Occasions
Airport Chauffeur Service
Sporting event
Our aim is to make your
journey as enjoyable
as possible.

Contact Tel 01780 784484
Mobile 07843 226510
Email info@classiecars.co.uk
More information on www.classiecars.co.uk
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SIBSON-CUM-STIBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Please note Sibson-cum-Stibbington Parish Council now hold their meetings
on a Tuesday and the meetings commence at 7 pm.
The Meeting of the Parish Council was held at The Environment Centre,
Stibbington on Tuesday, 4th November 2014 at 7.00 p.m. All Councillors
were in attendance. Thirteen members of the public were also in
attendance.
Public Forum: Consultation re Yellow Lines – several members of the
village had come along to express their concerns and the impact to the
businesses if yellow lines were imposed. The residents were asked to send
their comments (formal objections) to Cambridgeshire County Council with a
copy to the Parish Council, the deadline for responses is 14th January 2015.
During the course of discussions the Chair agreed to contact CCC the
following morning to advise that the residents were opposed to yellow lines
and close the consultation process and for them not to proceed further.
Overgrown Trees at Stibbington Centre and Signage from the A1 – further
correspondence received from highways re costings of signage. Cllr Beuttell
will meet with Rosie etc to discuss Trees and Signage.

Planning: 1402134FUL Retrospective application for decked balcony on west
elevation The New Barn, Elton Road, Sibson, Peterborough, PE8 6JZ – no
objections were raised with regard to the changes but it was agreed that a
letter would be forwarded to planning department to express our concerns
about the volume of retrospective planning applications that were being sent
through making it very difficult for the Parish Council/residents to make
comments as work already completed and would any detrimental comments
we had be considered and appropriate action taken.
Light on junction and Flooding – still an issue note to be sent to County
Councillor M McGuire. Recently heavy rain caused flooding, water froze, slip
road turned into an ice rink. An accident occurred about a week ago on this
slip road – frozen flood water may have been the cause.
Oil theft house next to Christie Hall – request made by resident enquiring
whether a gate could be put on entrance to Christie Hall Car Park – Cllr
Bradshaw will enquire at the next CH meeting. Reminder for all suspicious
instances ring 101.
It was noticed in Nassington Village that the shop has a courtesy sign
outside asking people to park sensibly ie 2 spaces seem to be free all the
time, no parking problems!
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd March 2015
commencing at 7.00 p.m.
Wendy Grey, Clerk
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STIBBINGTON CENTRE QUIZ NIGHT
Friday 6 February, starting at 7.30pm
At the time of writing, just a few spaces remain available for teams
of up to six at this popular quiz night. Our light-hearted, themed
quiz will include a hot supper which will be served during the
interval. Bring your own drinks.
To reserve places at £8 per person contact Stibbington Centre on
tel 01780 782386 or email cees.stibbington@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Funds raised at the event will go to Stibbington Centre’s
charitable trust which aims to improve the Centre’s facilities
and to provide bursaries to enable children from disadvantaged
backgrounds to take part in educational visits to the Centre.

WILDLIFE ON OUR DOORSTEP at Stibbington
For Spring 2015, Stibbington Centre’s team of staff and volunteers is
embarking on a project based on developing the Centre’s on-site wildlife
garden, and there will be a chance for local people to visit and find out more
about it at a special event on Saturday 14 March as part of National Science
and Engineering Week.
The Heritage Lottery-funded “Wildlife on our doorstep”
project will involve much-needed improvement works in
the ageing wildlife garden which was created 30 years
ago in 1985 in memory of former Deputy Warden at the
Centre, Graham Edwards. More than 100,000 children have enjoyed and
learned from the garden during school visits over the past 30 years.
Plans are currently being developed for the pond area, bug observation zone,
bird and bat boxes, bird watching and feeding station, rock garden, herb
garden, hazel coppice, minibeast mansion, murals and more.
Living Villages’ Nature Notes writer, Graham Blagden has kindly agreed to
support the project by contributing articles on wildlife gardening, starting this
month with details about bird boxes in time for nest building time; see p31.
Having created an action plan, the next stage in this exciting project is to
source the necessary materials, and any offers from local people who would
like to contribute will be very welcome. Amongst the many materials needed,
for example are wooden pallets, old car/lorry/tractor tyres, a variety of
different materials for pathways and surfacing, and timber for signage, posts
and bird boxes.
Details will be available in next month’s magazine about the Wildlife on our
Doorstep event on 14 March when there will be activities for all the family in
and around the wildlife garden.
Rosie Edwards, 01780 782386
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NATURE NOTES
By Graham Blagden

SEAL SPOTTING

Christmas was over and it was a fine day so Anne and I drove over to the
Norfolk coast for a bit of seal spotting. We had actually booked a seat on the
boat that took us out from Morston Quay to Blakeney Point, which was wise, as
50 people filled the boat for the one hour trip around Blakeney Harbour and to
the Point.
Blakeney Point is owned by the National Trust
and in summer much of it is off limits as it is a
major breeding site for seabirds, particularly
terns and gulls. But our quest today was seals.
Blakeney has always been a home for the
common or harbour seals who bear their pups in the summer. These young
seals can swim almost immediately but can still be seen on the mud flats
during the later summer months. However since the year 2000 grey, or
Atlantic seals, have built up a thriving colony to such an extent that Blakeney
is now the largest single site in Britain for these wonderful animals. Indeed
this year nearly 2,500 pups have been recorded on the Point. The boatman
believed the increasing number of grey seals is down to the plentiful supply of
herring in the vicinity.
The grey seal pups are born between October
and December and for three weeks they are
suckled on the dunes by their mothers with the
richest milk of any mammal. During this time
the pups' fur is white and they grow rapidly. At
the end of three weeks or so they are weaned off
their mothers and they have grown their new coat of fur. The fur is spotted
and varies from grey, through silver to brown. At this point they become
independent of their mothers and are off to sea.

Following the birth and weaning of the pups the males are rounding up a
harem of females and when the pups finally leave the males mate with the
females and start the whole process again. However the females will store
the fertilised eggs for three or four months before development commences in
order for the pups to be born at almost the same time the following autumn.
Not only were seals plentiful that day but a large number of duck were present
together with parties of Brent Geese. Wintering ducks, including shelduck, teal
and wigeon, were abundant and I was pleased to spot a number of flocks of
pintail ducks.
I have to admit we finished up in The Anchor at Morston for a drink and a very
enjoyable lunch before coming home. We were fortunate with the weather and
it is a day I would recommend to everyone. Try it.

30

AND BIRD BOXING
One morning last week, whilst I was fascinated by the antics of
a great spotted woodpecker on my nut feeder, I noticed some
other activity out of the corner of my eye. A blue tit was
investigating a nest box that I put up on my shed a year or two ago. It was
perched at the entrance giving the inside a once over. It was one of those
comparatively warm sunny days which could just have fooled the tit to
consider raising a family in the not too distant future. The following day's
biting wind would have changed its mind! However many birds do use these
boxes as warm beds for the night. Wrens commonly roost together in nest
boxes to preserve heat on cold nights. Perhaps I had caught the tit after
enjoying a warm lie-in.
Now is the time to consider erecting such boxes for
nesting if you want to encourage birds to bring up their
families in your garden this summer. A box erected in
the next couple of months will ensure the birds become
accustomed to its presence and allow time for a number
of potential occupiers to give it the once over before
taking occupation.

There are many types of box, all suitable for different
species of bird, but two common types are ideal for
gardens. One should have a round hole for an entrance and this suits tits
and sparrows, while the other should have an open front and is liked by robins
and blackbirds. These are easy to construct yourself but can readily be found
in shops or on the Internet. Larger boxes can provide homes for jackdaws
and owls but you will need a large garden to attract these birds.
A recent trend is to install cameras in bird boxes which transmit pictures back
to a screen in your house. A friend of mine has such a screen on his kitchen
worktop and has enjoyed many a breakfast at the same time as the baby
great tits in his garden. He has taken great pleasure in watching eggs hatch,
the nestlings grow, fledge and eventually fly the nest. If you are lucky you
may get two or even three broods in a season.
At the end of the season, after October, you should take down each box and
clear it out of any remaining nest material or rubbish and cleanse it of bugs
with boiling water. Don't use insecticides as these could retain toxicity the
following year. Then put the box back up for its winter roosters and summer
occupants again.

1. 85%

Valentine’s Day Quiz Answers

2. 1 billion 3. Empire State Building 4. Nettles 5. a-2, b-3, c-1, d-4
6. Phoebe 7. Venus 8. $14 billion 9. 1330 10. Teachers 11. 1415 12. 15%
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Ye Olde Mermaid, photo kindly contributed by Toni Palenski, see letters p36

YOUNG READER’S BLOG
By Karina Chappell, 11

JACK AND THE
BEANSTALK

Hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and a happy new year to you all.
"Pantomime time"…
The whole family headed off to the Key Theatre after Christmas to see Jack
and the Beanstalk. We purchased our flashing lights and chocolate snacks
and settled into our seats, it was completely packed.
I think we all can remember this story, but briefly the play is based on the
story of a little boy called Jack who is very poor. He has to sell his only
possession, a cow called Daisy. But instead Jack trades her for some magic
beans, which grow into a giant bean stalk. At the top of the beanstalk was a
horrible giant who was eating all the people in the town, where Jack lived.
Jack climbs up the beanstalk and defeats the evil giant and gets the girl of
dreams too.
Jacks mother was superb, she is really a man, with big make-up and kept
showing her knickers, huge bloomers. Daisy the cow was fantastic, such a
presence with so much personality. I loved this performance, the props
were excellent, the songs brilliant, the jokes so funny and the giant’s
costume was amazing, it filled the stage. We all laughed so much our ribs
hurt!!
A truly brilliant experience and really enjoyable, if you haven't been to a
Panto, you must, must, must go next time.
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HEALTH & FITNESS
By Dan Whiter

SUPERFOODS

There are plenty of things you can eat that will help you burn fat faster, boost
your metabolism and keep your hunger down – and you don’t need a specialist
shop to get them. Every single one of the foods here is available in Tesco,
Waitrose and Sainsbury’s.
Boost your Metabolism
Beans have resistant starch in them – which won’t break down easily in
your gut, meaning your body spends more calories trying to digest them.
They’re also full of protein and fibre, which makes your digestion work more
smoothly.
Lentils have the same resistant starch, but are also rich in iron. I f you
haven’t got enough iron in your diet, your body is less efficient.
Chillies (including cayenne and chilli pow der) contain capsaicin, w hich
boosts your metabolism, burning more calories throughout the day.
Burn Fat Faster
Red wine contains resveratrol (found in the skins of grapes) w hich is
linked to lower heart disease and the reduction of stress hormones which can
prompt your body into storing fat. But be careful – more than 250ml per day
starts to undo all the goodness!
Green tea promotes fat oxidation, and burns off calories. Also, if you
substitute green tea for your usual cuppa, you don’t get the calories of milk or
the sugar.
Feel Fuller
Soup can be a really filling meal. W arm liquids are more likely to make
you feel full than cold ones. But be careful – avoid creamy, heavy soups, and
go easy on the buttered bread!

Eggs are fantastic protein and nutrient bombs, w ith all the essential
amino acids. And because they are packed with protein, they will make you
feel full for much longer, and keep your blood sugar on an even keel (which
stops you getting those mid-morning munchies). Boil up a batch on Mondays,
and then just warm them through to have a quick breakfast every day.
Avocados have plenty of mono -unsaturated fats (good for calming your
hunger down, and for making you feel full). In a trial in California, people who
ate an avocado at lunch were less likely to eat later that afternoon.
There is a lot of information out there, and it can get complicated. Keep it
simple: cook from scratch and use as many unprocessed ingredients as
possible.
If you have any questions about this, or would like to add something, please let
me know at:
Danwhiter1yorks@yahoo.co.uk
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To register an interest in superfast broadband visit:
Dear Rosie,

Nan Aden’s request in last month’s
magazine for a photo of the Old
Mermaid Inn attracted several offers,
including Dick Arnold’s (right) which
was accompanied by the painting
featured on the front cover, and
Chris Palenski’s (below). The photo
mentioned by Chris appears on page
34. Further correspondence was
also received from Nan and from Rod
Sortwell and David Stuart-Mogg
whose book on Wansford has more
photos: www.wansfordvillage.com.
For Don Tebbutt (below right),
December’s magazine prompted
memories of Wansford football club
in the 1950s. Photo and further
details next month.
Dear Rosie,
After seeing a glimpse of the
old Swanhill Nursery, behind the New
Mermaid Inn, on the front of a
previous issue of Living Villages, I
would be interested to know if any
photographs of the Nursery exist.
My Grandparents were at the Nursery
during the 1950s, growers of "fine
tomatoes, cucumbers and
chrysanthemums", which the sign on
the side of the Old North Road
advertised. They also had a stall on
Stamford market at the bottom of
Ironmonger Street every Friday, come
rain or shine!
Regarding Nan Alden’s request for
photographs of the original Mermaid
Inn, my husband Toni has photographs
of this building, which he is happy to
share.

We are avid readers of Living Villages:
we have a lot of family interest in it
despite being far away in darkest
Dorset! We were particularly interested
in Nan Alden's letter in the January issue
concerning the Old Mermaid, and her
wish to know what it looked like. For
many years my wife, Nora used to visit
Mr & Mrs Hubbard across the street from
us in Elton Road, and used
to admire his painting of the old Mermaid
Inn which hung on their wall. He
promised to paint a copy for her, but
never got round to it. However, just
before we left in 1996 (can it be that
long ago?) he came over and presented
us with the original painting - which we
treasure, and now hangs in our dining
room. I attach a copy, which you may
care to publish.
Yours sincerely, Dick Arnold
Dear Rod (forwarded to Rosie),
As postal subscribers to Living Villages,
we look forward to reading about
events in the villages. Each edition
invariably brings back memories. Two
in particular in the December copy:
Colliers Garage was where my wife’s
father, Cecil Skells spent most of his
working life as an engineer.
In the piece about the Little Chef, Tom
Watkins gets a mention. He helped me
out on many occasions during my time
as secretary of Wansford football club.
Thank you to all involved in producing
and distributing Living Villages.
You are much appreciated.
Yours sincerely, Don Tebbutt

Regards, Chris Palenski
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rosied@globalnet.co.uk
www.gigaclear.com/registerme
Oundle, and the bus leaves the stop on
Old North Road at 9.30 and arrives in
I have lived in Elton Road nearly
Oundle at 10.20. The bus then returns
opposite the shop for coming up to 60
from Oundle at 12.15 but if everybody
years, and always look forward to
has completed there shopping and is
receiving my copy of Living Villages.
The arrival of the magazine has pushed on the bus before then we will leave
me into writing to you to ask if mention earlier. Care is of course taken to
ensure we have the correct number of
could be made of the free bus that is
passengers! The service starts at
provided by the Co-Op to Oundle.
Wittering and also covers Nassington,
The service has been running for a
Fotheringhay, Yarwell and Warmington,
number of years and in the past the
and so an enjoyable ride through the
late Maureen Foster from Nene Close
used to put a reminder in the magazine countryside is also included. It would
be nice if a few more people took
to try and encourage more use of the
advantage of the FREE bus. Not many
bus. The service has now changed
things in this day and age are free!
from a Tuesday to Thursday, to
Many thanks, Trevor Culpin.
correspond with the market day in
Hi Rosie.

Dear Rosie,
We would be grateful if you would include our NGS opening day for this year.
Last year we raised just over £800 towards a county total of £45,000. Everyone's
support is much appreciated and makes the
cake baking, soup making etc. worthwhile.
We also open by appointment which, with the
mild weather we are experiencing, means
that many of the earlier flowering varieties of
snowdrop may be seen (tel 01780 783094).
The beneficiaries are: Macmillan, Marie Curie,
Hospice UK, Carers Trust, The QNI, Perennial,
and the guest charity for 2015: Parkinson's
UK. Currently the NGS gives around £2.5
million every year to these charities.
Many thanks, Carole and Forbes Smith

ngs gardens open for charity
Garden Open

6 Robinswood, Wansford, PE8 6JQ

Sunday 22 February, 11am - 4pm
Admission £3 Children free Plants for sale Teas
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DIARY DATES – FEBRUARY 2015
Date

Event

Time

Venue

Contact

Phone

p

Sun 1

Arctic Bananas

6.00pm

34 Station Road
Nassington

Maureen
Woodd

789908

11

Wed 4

Friends of St Mary’s &
St Andrew’s meeting

10.30am

Wansford
Community Hall

Dora Baker

782519

11

Wed 4,
11 18 25

St Mary’s Wansford
church choir practice

7.30pm

19A Old Leicester
Road Wansford

Eddie
McDonnell

783639

Stibbington Centre
Quiz Night

7.30pm

Stibbington
Environment Centre

Rosie
Edwards

782386

Mon 9

Wansford Parish Council
meeting

7.30pm

Wansford
Community Hall

John
Stannage

Tue 10

WI meeting: Photos and
memorabilia

7.15pm

Wansford
Community Hall

Jean
Yerbury

782510

16

Thur 12

Horticultural Society::
Green Backyard

7.30pm

The Christie Hall,
Wansford

Gill Fisher

782446

15

Thur 12

WI Valentine’s Dinner

Peterborough
College

Wed 18

Friends Ash Wednesday
Snowdrop Walk

Launde Abbey

Dora Baker

782519

11

Thur 19

WI Craft Group

Wansford
Community Hall

Jean
Yerbury

782510

16

Fri 6

28
23

Fri 20

Communicare Coffee
Morning

10.00am

Kings Cliffe

Sun 22

NGS Open Garden

11—4

6 Robinswood,
Wansford

Carol Smith

783094
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Wed 28

Friends of St Mary’s &
St Andrew’s frugal lunch

12.15pm

The Christie Hall,
Wansford

Dora Baker

782519

11

March
Tues 3

Sibson cum Stibbington
Parish Council meeting

7.00pm

Stibbington
Environment Centre

Wendy Gray

01778
441312

27

Thur 5

Horticultural Society::
Janette Merilion

7.30pm

The Christie Hall,
Wansford

Gill Fisher

782446

15

Curry Night

7.30pm

Nassington Village
Hall

Janine Buck

784544
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Thornhaugh Parish
Council meeting

7.00pm

St Andrew’s church,
Thornhaugh

Deirdre
McCumiskey

Fri 6
Mon 9

13

Copy deadline next month: Friday 20 February

rosied@globalnet.co.uk
This magazine is available online at www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk
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