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WORSHIP JANUARY 2018
Date

Time

Location

Service

7 Jan

8.15am

St Mary’s and All Saints,
Nassington

Holy Communion BCP

9.30am

St Mary’s and All Saints,
Nassington

Holy Communion

9.30am

St Andrew’s, Thornhaugh

Morning Praise

9.30am

St Mary’s Woodnewton

Holy Communion

10.15am

St Kyneburgha, Castor

Holy Communion

11.00am

St Leonard’s Apethorpe

Holy Communion BCP

11.00am

St Mary Magdelene, Yarwell

Morning Prayer

9.00am

St Michael & All Angels,
Sutton

Family Service

9.30am

St Mary’s, Wansford

Holy Communion
With Choir

9.30am

St Mary’s and All Saints,
Nassington

Holy Communion

9.30am

St Mary’s Woodnewton

Morning Praise

11.00am

St Leonard’s Apethorpe

Holy Communion BCP

11.00am

St Mary Magdelene, Yarwell

Morning Prayer

9.30am

St Andrew’s, Thornhaugh

Holy Communion

9.30am

St Mary’s and All Saints,
Nassington

Morning Prayer

9.30am

St Mary’s Woodnewton

Holy Communion

10.15am

St Kyneburgha, Castor

Holy Communion

11.00am

St Leonard’s Apethorpe

Holy Communion

3.00pm

St Mary Magdelene, Yarwell

Methodist Service

8.30am

St Mary’s Woodnewton

Holy Communion BCP

9.00am

St Michael & All Angels,
Sutton

Holy Communion

9.30am

St Mary’s, Wansford

Morning Praise

9.30am

St Mary’s and All Saints,
Nassington

Holy Communion and
Sunday School

11.00am

St Leonard’s Apethorpe

Holy Communion

11.00am

St Mary Magdelene, Yarwell

Holy Communion

14 Jan

21 Jan

28 Jan

Wednesdays at Wansford 10.00am M orning P rayer
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GRIFFIN
Solid Fuel Merchant
Supplier of Pre Packs
Coal Bunkers Charcoal Compost
Flo Gas Logs & Sticks Salt
Coal Yard

Station Road
Nassington
01780 782540

Office

12 Church Hill
Castor
01733 380470

Tel: 07743 087241
Email: annaforbes@live.co.uk
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REFLECTIONS by
Rev. Jane Tailby

LOOKING FORWARD

By the time you are reading your newsletter this month, the Christmas
decorations will probably just about be put away, the tree will be back in the
loft or waiting for recycling and the cards taken down. Maybe even the thank
you letters will have been written, if people do still write thank you letters, of
course.
Our churches are always busy at
Christmas with all our special
services and events, and all that
doesn’t just happen on its own, of
course, so I begin with my “thank
you letter” to all who made our
Christmas celebrations in church
possible. It was wonderful to
welcome so many to all that was
going on and I am certainly very
grateful to all those who worked so
hard in our churches; those who
organised everything, decorated,
planned carol services and the like,
sang, played, read, cleaned, made
mulled wine and mince pies – and –
and – the list is endless! Thank you all!
Trying to write that list (and not miss anyone!) just goes to show how much
we rely on each other, and how we all have our part to play. Harvest is
long-gone, I know, but often when leading a harvest school assembly, I ask
the children to think about how many people are involved in producing a loaf
a bread, from the farmer who grows the crop, to the engineer who has
designed the combine harvester, to the driver of the grain lorry, to…., well
you get the idea. Perhaps we all need to be a bit more conscious of, and
grateful for, all those who make our life just that be easier. Perhaps think
about all those involved producing the Christmas pudding you enjoyed!
Maybe 2018 could be a year of thankfulness; thankfulness for all we have,
and all those who make a difference to us, particularly those we don’t notice
very often. And thankfulness to God for all his gifts; for the joys we shared at
Christmas, for each other, for our freedom and for his love, shown above all in
Jesus Christ.
Who is there who you need to say “thank you” to, or maybe even write a
thank you letter to?
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FRIENDS OF ST. REMIGIUS WATER NEWTON
Candlemas Service and Supper - 4th February 2018 at 5pm
On Sunday 4th February 2018, we
will be holding a ‘Candlemas’ service
at 5pm followed by a delicious hot
supper of warming chilli con carne
and
jacket potato - all washed
down with a glass or two of wine.
Everybody is
welcome so make
it a date in your diary - come along
and enjoy some great company. A
small contribution of £5 will be requested towards your supper and
wine.
Tony Capon

THE MEANING OF CANDLEMAS
Candlemas day is also know as the Christian Festival of lights. It is an
ancient festival which marks the midpoint between the shortest day and the
spring equinox, and is also a traditional Christian festival that
commemorates the ritual purification of Mary forty days after the birth of
Jesus. In pre Christian times, this day was known as the ‘Feast of Lights’
and celebrated the increasing strength of the life giving sun as winter gave
way to spring.
Some people believe that Candlemas Day predicts the weather for the rest
of the winter, with the proverbs saying that if it is sunny then there is more
winter to come, whereas if it is a cloudy, wet and windy Candlemas day,
then the worst of winter is over.
There are also a number of superstitions connected to the day which
include - any Christmas Decorations not taken down by the Twelfth Night
(January 5th) should be left up until Candlemas Day and then they can be
taken down.

©2016 Living Villages Magazine The contents of this magazine may not be copied, reproduced, distributed,
republished, downloaded, displayed, posted or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written
permission of Living Villages Magazine. You may not distribute, display or copy any of the contents of the pages
contained in this magazine to third parties without the prior written permission of Living Villages Magazine. All
images shown in this magazine are the property of Living Villages Magazine unless otherwise accredited to another.
Images may not be used without the prior written permission of Living Villages Magazine or the accredited owner.
Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in this magazine have asserted
their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author
of those works. If permission is sort and given, it is expected that all articles/images be accredited to either Living
Villages Magazine or the author of said articles/images.
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S AND ST ANDREW’S
A little report of our Christmas Bazaar, which took place on 27th November
2017.
It was again a most lovely family
Christmas Party: Christmas music played by Eddie on the keyboard, the Hall beautifully decorated by Mandy, lots of stalls
with gifts and cakes, homemade
mince pies with the tea and
many raffle prizes. Even from
the Village Shop. Many Thanks
for everyone who helped to
make this such a lovely afternoon. On top of that we were
able to present Rachel from the
local Salvation Army with a cheque of £700, which we had raised at our Harvest Lunch. We also had filled many boxes of gifts for men with black socks,
toiletries and a bar of chocolate. They looked lovely under the little Christmas tree. The most popular item proved to be our Children's Corner. Christine had made Christmas biscuits, and the children had great fun, decorating
these. The photo below gives a little impression of the happy atmosphere.
I hope, that by the time you
read this, you will all have had a
happy
Christmas. I would like
to wish you all a year of peace
in the world and joy in your
hearts.
The next meeting of The Friends
will take place on Wednesday,
January 3rd at 10.30 in the
Community Hall after Morning
Prayer at St. Mary's at 10 a.m.
On Wednesday, 17th January we are planning a Lunch for all members at the
Great Casterton Garden Centre, and in February THE LENT LUNCHES will
start again, on the 21st and 28th. More about these in the next issue of LV.
On the first Wednesday of February, the 7th, there will be the normal
meeting in the Community Hall at 10.30.
Dora Baker (secretary).
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The Living Villages
Team would like to
Thanks all
Advertisers , Parish
Councils, Clubs and
Societies who
Continue to Support
the Magazine.
Without you we would
not be able to deliver
750
Magazines Free to all
the homes and
businesses in our
5 villages
10

Yoga
Mons 10.30am Laxton Village Hall NN17 3AT
7.30pm KingsCliffe Memorial Hall PE8 6XW
Tues
Weds

5.45 & 7pm Wansford Christie Hall
7pm Bulwick Village Hall (booking only)

Thurs 10am Wansford Christie Hall PE8 6JS
Easton on Hill 4.30 pm (gentle/chair) & 6.30pm
(mixed ability) Village Hall PE9 3NN
Fri

9.30am YogaMummys + babes/tots KCU
11.45 Yoga Lunch hour- Christie Hall

pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk 07960267986
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Communicare

(Wansford & Kings Cliffe Surgery Patient Group)
The last general patients’ meeting was held at the end of November when the
guest speaker was Emily Howlett, manager of the onsite pharmacy at
Wansford. It had been two years since she last spoke to the PPG at the time
of installation of the ‘robot’ in the pharmacy. The manufacturer had advised
that it would be at least a year before real benefits of the new technology
would be fully appreciated – this had been the case, but with ever increasing
demand on pharmacy services, the robot now plays an important role in daily
operation. The pharmacy is now fully staffed with the addition of Lewis, who
is currently completing a training programme and Mel, a qualified pharmacy
dispenser. An additional benefit is a delivery van and driver which serves all
surrounding areas, delivering to various villages on certain weekdays,
although an urgently needed prescription can be dealt with at once. There is
no charge for this service which helps patients who are housebound or with
special needs. In order to maximize the logistical side, patients are asked to
re-order their items one week in advance whenever possible.
The pharmacy has been awarded the accreditation of a Healthy Living
Pharmacy, providing extra benefits to patients in an effort to improve local
healthcare. Reflecting the close association between pharmacy and practice,
both now take part in an NHS programme which promotes a different
campaign each month – ‘Dry January’ is currently encouraging people to give
up alcohol for the month. The pharmacy is also working with Dr Nally and the
CCG on providing services to isolated rural communities and patients. All the
staff (and the surgery reception staff) are trained ‘Dementia Friends’ – there
is an online video which anyone can access to learn about this and Emily
encouraged more people to take an interest. A member of the Alzheimer’s
Society visits the surgery once a month for a legal/finance help clinic (not
medical) – patients can make an appointment through reception, but home
visits can also be arranged.
As proposed at the AGM, agreement has been given for the purchase of a
new Doppler machine using funds donated by the late Terence Smith, a
resident of Kings Cliffe, who requested that the monies be used for the
benefit of Kings Cliffe patients. The machine will be installed in a specially
designated area at the KC surgery for the use of all patients from the
practice. Agreement has also been given to purchase a new pulse oximeter
for the emergency kit box at Wansford surgery. A new cardiology nurse,
Lorraine Archer, has now commenced work at Wansford surgery, where she
will be running specialist clinics.
A special meeting was held last month to present details of the proposed
healthcare/community project at Kings Cliffe to local parish council officials –
this was well attended and prompted much interest and discussion.
Negotiations for the preliminary stages of this project continue and further
reports on progress will be given at the appropriate times.
As the social group have their post-Christmas lunch this month there is no
coffee morning – the next one will be in February. The spring holiday still has
limited availability for twin/double rooms - cost £313 per person – 4 nights at
The Esplanade Hotel, Scarborough – Monday 28th May 2018. Price includes
local pick-up, DB&B, and all coach travel. Anyone interested please contact
Clare as soon as possible on 01780 470437 email: superfoguk@aol.com
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A Bright Future for Local Pensioners
An exciting new community project is being planned by the doctors of
the Wansford and Kings Cliffe surgery to set up a large, multi-facility hub for
the benefit of the elderly in this area.
The site of the former Kings Cliffe Middle School is now up for sale and plans
are in motion to buy the site and build, not only a new surgery and pharmacy
but a large development of assisted housing with a wide variety of supporting
services. The facilities would include, among other things, a cafe which
would serve hot, nutritious meals, a shop and a Wellbeing Centre which
would offer a wide range of social and physical activities to provide support
for people to remain both actively and physically fit plus mentoring and peer
support for those with chronic diseases. The Centre would also act as a hub
for a wide range of social activities which could also be used by other local
elderly folk on a drop in basis. Not only will Kings Cliffe benefit from these
new facilities but there are also plans to extend further the services offered
at the Wansford surgery.
Dr Rhiannon Nally, one of the architects of the scheme, explained how this
idea has come about. “We are aware, when talking to our elderly patients,
that so many have to look outside this area and their community to find
suitable facilities to cater for their needs. Many feel isolated and lonely and
this can lead to a whole series of physical, medical and mental health
problems. “This scheme aims to offer the inter-connective ideal of the social
care and medical needs of our local elderly population, being met under one
roof within their own community. They will be encouraged to remain active,
eat healthily and stay connected with the other people around them and have
the benefit of medical care on site.”
It was also suggested that the scheme could include a training facility for
local people who might like to work as healthcare professionals and
assistants which would then enable them to work closer to home. A further
benefit to the wider community would be gained by encouraging local people
and schools to volunteer to help in all sorts of ways, whether it be reading
with residents, helping in the kitchens or even walking the pet dog of an
elderly resident.
The scheme will benefit not only Kings Cliffe but all the surrounding area,
extending out as far as Corby, Stamford and Peterborough. It is still in
the (advanced) planning stage and Doctors Takhar and Nally are keen to hear
the views of all local residents, young and old. In order to take this project
forward, Northamptonshire County Council, which is selling the land and is
viewing the scheme very favourably, still needs to be finally persuaded by
local Parish Councils, residents and the wider community that it is in NCC’s
interest (provision of much needed social care housing) to give the green
light to the project. So watch this space for more updates as, it is hoped, the
project progresses.
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HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Our coach trip to Blenheim
Palace was immensely enjoyable and took place on a
bright, sunny day. We arrived at lunchtime and
spent
the
afternoon
admiring
the
gardens,
estate and of course the
sumptuous interior of the
palace before setting off
after dark on the Festive
Lights Trail. I had certainly
not realised how extensive
and spectacular this would
be, taking over an hour to
walk round the stunning effects and tableaux. We returned exhausted to the
coach with lots to discuss and photos to compare.
The A.G.M. and Christmas party
took place the following Saturday
and was attended by 65 members
and guests. It proved to be a very
convivial evening during which we
enjoyed a three course meal of
roast pork with accompanying
vegetables, mince pies, cheeses and
after dinner mints to accompany the
challenge of the quiz. My thanks to
our hard working committee who
made all this possible and to the
members
who
were
such
appreciative and good company.
Our programme of events for 2018 is not finalised and we are still looking into
various suggestions for coach trips. Our first talk will be in February, date to
be confirmed but it will be a Thursday, and the Nene Coppicing and Crafts
Woodland Conservation group will be telling us all about their woodland
management and demonstrating heritage crafts using the coppiced branches.
Full details in the February issue of Living Villages. On Thursday 22 March
Steffie Shields, a professional garden photographer and writer will be giving
an illustrated talk on the gardens and landscapes of Lincolnshire. The
photography section at our annual show is becoming increasingly popular
year on year and I’m sure she will have some useful hints for all our member
photographers. Both talks will be held in the Christie Hall starting at 7.30 and
all are welcome.
Gill Fisher, 01780 782446 fisher.gill@yahoo.com
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CONQUER TREE SERVICES
All aspects of tree surgery covered:
Pruning Re-shaping Felling Topping Hedge trimming
FREE no obligation quotation — Fully insured
Shaun Burnett (NPTC Fully Qualified Arborist)

Telephone 01780 749567 Mobile 07905 317315

PETER

RIDDINGTON

LANDSCAPING

We supply and install Patios & Pathways, Decking, Stone Walls and Fencing,
We plant Trees, Shrubs Hedges and Flowers, and offer a complete Garden
Maintenance and Improvement Service. Garden design service provided
Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation

4 LOCKS GREEN, YARWELL, PETERBOROUGH PE8 6PY
Telephone: 01780 783004 Mobile: 07860 962068
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk

Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk
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20mph Speed Limit Zone Information
Richard Clarke
Some readers may have seen an official notice in the Peterborough
Telegraph that Peterborough City Council intends to create a 20mph speed
limit zone in the centre of Wansford.
This has been done at the request of Wansford Parish Council following a
long series of discussions. Unlike the 20mph limit in some other
communities, the reduced speed will only apply to the centre of the village
as shown on the attached plan.
The thinking behind this comes from the traffic speed measurements that
WPC carried out just over a year ago. These showed that people coming
into the village on Old North Road, Old Leicester Road and Yarwell Road
slowed when they passed the 30mph sign but then increased their speed as
they travelled through the village. The original idea was to install 30mph
repeater signs but the current Department for Transport rules do not allow
this. The idea is that entering a new speed limit further into the village will
slow the traffic again. Even if people do not slow to 20mph, they are likely
to reduce speed from the 40mph which is common at present.
If you wish to object to the introduction of this new speed limit please write
to Simon Machen, Director of Growth and Regeneration at Peterborough
City Council before the 26th January 2018
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Wansford Road, Wansford
The Road That Nobody Knows
Do you know where Wansford Road
is within Wansford?
While the Parish Council were putting
together the detailed description of
the proposed 20 mph speed limit
area, the PCC highways team came
up with the statement that it had to
include Wansford Road. All the Parish
Councillors said “No, Wansford Road
is in Elton, Yarwell, Kings Cliffe and
Woodford Green”.
Apparently in the National Street
Gazeteer, the definitive government
record of street names which
curiously the public do not have
access to, the short road between
the Old North Road/Peterborough
Road junction and the Yarwell Road/
Old Leicester Road junction is
Wansford Road. This road was
actually created when the old
Mermaid Inn was demolished in the
1930s and it does not feature in any
property addresses.
So now you know!
Editors note:
Whilst not directly related to the 20mph
proposal, this was the sight which greeted
many people at about 10.30am on Sunday
10th
December.
The
driver
was
‘apparently’ following his Sat Nav when at
the last moment realised it was about to
send him over the village bridge. Hopefully
once all navigation systems have upgraded
their information to show that the Bridge is
now reclassified to a ‘C’ class road, we will
not see similar events in the future.
Fortunately there was no damage to cars
or buildings, but it could have been quite a
disaster.
Thanks to all those who stopped to help,
by directing the traffic and also to the 4x4
driver who managed to recover the lorry

Photo - Jane Hunt
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BARKLEYS GARDEN SERVICES
Grass cutting, weeding,
hedge trimming
Lady gardener
available
Bev & Peter
Ailsworth
(01733) 380480
07593721144
beverleybarkley1@gmail.com

Molecatchers Cottage
28 High Street
Upwood
Cambs
PE26 2QE

Domestic, commercial, rural and
urban pest control.
Also, traditional mole control
(no poisons).
Fully insured.
FREE estimates.
Contact Graham on;
T 07917358925

E gbpestcontrol@hotmail.com
W www.gbpestcontrol.com
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THORNHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL
The Fourth Meeting of the 2017/2018 Thornhaugh Parish Council took place
on 22nd November 2017. It was chaired by Chris Smith, present was Louise
Molesworth and in attendance was one Member of the Public and the Clerk.
There were apologies for absence from Penny Lewin-Watts.
Declarations of Interest There w ere no declarations of interest.
Public Forum The M ember of the P ublic had no issues to raise.
Police Matters
There were no police representatives present.
received in October 2017.

A Crime Report had been

RAF Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch
The Clerk reported that four residents will be attending the RAF Senior
Citizens Christmas Lunch on 6th December 2017.
Dog Foul Bin
It was agreed to site the Dog Foul Bin at the end of Meadow Lane just before
the entry gate into the field. The Clerk will contact Amey to advise of this
decision.
Repair of the stone wall at the top of Russell Hill
The Clerk will contact the contractor and ascertain a date for the
commencement of the repair work.
Hanging Baskets
Louise and Ian Molesworth have taken down the summer hanging baskets and
Hillfield Nurseries have put up the winter hanging baskets. Louise Molesworth
will print out and distribute the watering instructions to the residents who
have agreed to look after the hanging baskets.
Christmas Activities 2017
Louise Molesworth will purchase the mulled wine and mince pies which will be
served prior to the Carol Singing around the Christmas Tree on 3 rd December
2017. The Christmas Tree and lights, etc, are being funded again very
generously by Nicky Rogers from the Bill Rogers Memorial Fund. Mick and
Anne Castellano have kindly agreed to organise and host the Christmas Party
which will take place on 20th December 2017. They will manage the publicity
for this.
Litter Picking Group
The Litter Picking Group will meet at 10.30 am on the village green every
three months: 13th January, 14th April, 14th July and 13th October 2018.
Thanks to Nikki Higgins for organising this in memory of Brian Watts.
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Flower Festival
Brenda Warren has made a request for a donation towards the Flower Festival
which will take place in June/July 2018 in St Andrew’s Church. It was agreed
to ask her to make a formal request in writing which will be considered at the
next meeting.
Hedge Cutting
Amey had clarified which hedges they are responsible for and will cut back
the hedges in January/February 2018.
Thanks were expressed to Mr
Adderley’s groundsmen who has cut back the hedges near Thornhaugh Hall.
A1 Layby – lorries blocking pedestrian/cycle path
It was agreed that this is an on-going problem but there does not appear
anything that can be done to resolve this.
Christie Hall
Penny Lewin-Watts has volunteered to become Thornhaugh Representative
on the Christie Hall Management Committee. The Clerk confirmed that the
Thornhaugh Parish Council contribution for the rent for 2016-2017 has been
paid.
Meeting Dates 2018
It was agreed that the meetings will take place on the third Monday of
alternative months:- 8th January, 19th March, 21st May (Annual General
Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting), 16th July, 17th September and 19th
November 2018.
Co-Option of Parish Councillor Vacancy
After the Member of the Public had departed, the Parish Councillors discussed
the three applications for the Parish Councillor Vacancy following the death of
Brian Watts. As no election had been requested by 10 or more residents, the
Parish Councillors were able to co-opt a Parish Councillor. Liam Higgins joined
the discussion at this stage. After a short discussion, Chris Smith proposed
Martin Lewis, this was seconded by Louise Molesworth and agreed by all
present. It was agreed to ask Adrian Rodgers and Lucy Sharpley to join the
Parish Council as co-opted members with No Voting Rights.
Date of Next Meeting
The Fifth Meeting of the 2017/2018 Parish Council will take place at 7.00 pm
on 8th January 2018 in St Andrew’s Church.
Deirdre McCumiskey, Clerk
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WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL
The December Wansford Parish Council meeting was held on
the 11th Dec 17 with a full Council, membership. Regrettably,
the Parish Clerk was unable to attend having taken a tumble in
the snow and ice. Just 2 members of the Public attended.
Picnic Site on A47. This remains a thorn in the Council ’s side with
Highways England (HE) failing to take any positive action to ensure the site
returns to its designated use as a picnic site. WPC will keep on campaigning
with PCC, HE and the Police until the matter is solved.

A47 Dualling. W e aw ait the publication of Highw ays England ’s (HE)
plan for the A47 and the A1/A47 interchanges at Wansford. This is forecast
to be Dec 17 when more detail of the preferred route and the round-a-bout
designs are due to be published. So by the time this reaches the Printers we
should know – I’m not about to hold my breath though.
Peterborough Local Plan Update. The P lan has progressed through
the approvals process and is to be placed before the full PCC on 13 th Dec 17.
There is no change to Wansford’s status as a ‘small village’.
Road Declassification. At last w e get some sense into the local road
classification. The Old North Road within the Village and Bridge End has been
declassified from an A road to become the C340. Hallelujah! And at last
those monstrous motorway sized signs in the Village can be
removed and
replaced with the more appropriate ‘finger’ signs.
20 mph speed restriction. The official Order has been published and
is now in the Public Consultation phase. We should see some progress by the
end of Jan 18 when the Consultation period ends.
Old BT Phone Box. The W P C intends to use the phone box to house a
defibrillator, but there are many legal and practical issues to resolve. The
Community Heartbeat team has been invited to attend one of the early WPC
meetings next year to discuss the benefits and risks of having a defibrillator
available.
Communicare. Cllr Thorley reported on the recent Communicare
meeting where Doctors Takar and Nally shared their plans for the new
Surgery, Pharmacy and Care Home on the site of the old Middle School in
King’s Cliffe. The doctors are seeking the support from the local Parish
Councils. The Council was somewhat concerned that this facility could mean
the demise of the Wansford facility and further was concerned that the new
facilities might be for Private and not Public patients. Much more information
was required before WPC could consider giving its support.
And on that note, it’s time to sign off with usual Dave Allen close; May your
God go with you.
Dave Johnson WPC Councillor
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STIBBINGTON AND
WANSFORD WI
As I write this it is snowing outside – the first heavy snow for 4 years I am
told.
It brings to mind the importance of community and caring for each other
which is one of the things that I enjoy about our WI group. I feel that we are
a small group but we punch above our weight and add positively to the lives
of our members, but also to the villages from which our membership is
drawn. A good example of this is the spring clean that we gave to the
telephone box libraries, and more recently the contribution that we have
been able to make to the new lighting of the path to the community hall.
When it is as cold as it has been, we need to be looking out for the more
vulnerable people in our villages – as a WI group there is a network of
contacts that exist such that if our members are in need of help, there is
someone on the committee who will know and can alert us to the need.
These are both good reasons why the WI continues to have validity in the
21st century.
A further reason is the strong history of representation that the WI has had
on both local and national issues. 2018 sees the 100 th anniversary of the
passing of the Representation of the People Act, allowing women over 30 to
vote. It also will see many commemorations of the end of WW1. WI
members had strong representation in both events, and that has continued
right up to the current day with our campaign to raise awareness and
galvanise action on plastic soup – it was very pleasing to see David
Attenborough expounding the subject in his recent series! At a more local
level we campaigned for the women of Wansford to be able to have Breast
Screening services at Peterborough rather than travelling to Kettering.
Finally – friendship! I moved here in 2015 and joining the WI has helped me
to establish friendships in an area that I did not know at all, so much so that
my diary is often overfull!
All of the above are good reasons to join - Our speaker in January will be
from our 2018 charity, so if you would like to join us to learn more about the
amazing work that Macmillan does, we shall be meeting at the Community
Centre on January 9th, 7.30p.m. P lease do join us.
Our craft group, 3C’s also recommences on Friday January 19th, 10 til 12 in
the community hall.
More details and news can also be found on our blog www.swwiblog.com , or
our Facebook page @sandwwi
Jan Armitage 01780 789996
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FRONT PAGE REFLECTIONS - Rod Sortwell
Our front cover this month got me thinking about the whole subject of
milestones, way markers and sign posts which used to be so common during
the early years of the 20th century but are now something of a rarity and in
need of protection. They remind us of a more sedate time when a journey to
London took half a day and you packed sandwiches and a flask of tea. Road
alignments, by passes, roundabouts and dual carriageways have all destroyed
their natural habitats of roadside verges and junctions. Some have been
re-sited in safer locations near to their original positions, but many have been
destroyed, stolen or scrapped. Now we have huge green or white signs which
can be read with clarity as we hurtle by at high speed eager to arrive at a
routine destination which in days gone by was a holiday excursion. Without
checking in detail there are three local ones I can think of immediately, one
sited in the centre of the bridge over the Nene, one near the Post Office and
another on the northern side of the A47 on the A1 slip road. However, there
are others on the A1 and in our villages, and the internet is very helpful. The
Milestone Society has a large amount of searchable data including a county
by county record of all reported sites together with guidance for conservation,
outings, regional news, an annual conference and photos of every shape and
size. You could be hooked and become an anorak. However I must confess to
a secret desire for one in my garden, after all phone and AA boxes are found
these days lurking amongst the greenery, however they are not cheap to
buy.

LOCAL SUCCESS STORIES

When I was helping Rod with the magazine distribution last month. I noticed
a sign in the entrance of one of our local businesses indicating that they
were winners of an annual award. So I had to find out more…
The business is Ducati Peterborough and along with a branch in Harston
near Cambridge, they have won the Motor Cycle News (MCN) New Dealer of
the Year award for the Central region.
I visited their showroom in the
building which many of us
locally still refer to as the ‘Little
Chef’! I was very impressed I’m more of a car than bike
person, but they have some
seriously
good
looking
machines. During my visit I
learnt that the group are
sponsoring Glenn Irwin, a
British Superbike rider who
won both the North West 200
and Macau Grand Prix last
year, someone to perhaps
watch out for in the coming season.
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NATURE NOTES
By Graham Blagden

Dear Deer

Last month I invited you to check your Christmas cards to see whether any
robins depicted showed a blue line on the outer side of the robin’s red breast.
You will have probably noticed that photographic images depicted the line
but more straightforward prints did not. This year the friendly Christmas
Robin, blue-edged or not, has been usurped by other wildlife - deer to be
precise. These have been outnumbering my robins by three to one.
Of course the alternative popular Christmas animal is the reindeer, of
Rudolph fame. Reindeer are animals of the north and can be found wild,
and domesticated, all across Scandinavia and Russia. In North America they
are replaced by their cousins the caribou. Reindeer were once abundant in
Britain and their bones were even dug up from the foundations of the Natural
History Museum in Kensington.
The Orkney sagas indicate that reindeer
were hunted in Caithness in Scotland in the twelfth century but that they
died out in Britain shortly afterwards. Our only recent sightings have been
the ones pulling a sleigh driven by an old gentleman in red on Christmas Eve.
Nevertheless in the 1950s Swedish reindeer were introduced to Scotland and
herds became established in the Cairngorm mountains in the Highlands.
They can still be seen near Aviemore.
However my Christmas card
research shows that none of
the deer shown appear to be
Reindeer. Maybe a large Red
Deer appears once but most
look similar to the smaller
Fallow Deer, common to our
local fields and woods. None
are likely to be the more
delicate Roe Deer which grow a
simpler, short pair of antlers. I
was recently lucky enough to
see a Roe Deer whilst driving
through Ashdown Forest. It was after dark and the deer crossed the road
about twenty-five metres in front of me, looking almost cream in colour in
the headlights, living up to its local name of ‘the Fairy of the Woods’. Nor
will they be Muntjac deer whose ungainly appearance is unlikely to be chosen
for a twee Christmas card.
Many of the deer exhibit a proud set of antlers, some covered with tinsel to
enhance the Christmassy effect. However, even free of tinsel, this is not a
true representation either as all deer shed their antlers in winter only for
them to grow again in spring. The only true Christmas deer are wild and
antler free. Unless you can find a special one. Happy New Year.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk
Dear Tracy,
After 13 ¼ years at Stibbington Diner, several aborted attempts and a little delay,
Village Pizzas has moved to a new location.
We are now based at Unit 8, Leedsgate Farm which is roughly halfway along the
Wansford/Kings Cliffe Road, opposite Kings Cliffe Industrial Estate ( the old KSR
site ).

Leedsgate Farm was the communal site for RAF Kings Cliffe/USAAF Station 367
during WW11. Although we are in a wartime building we can’t work out from old
maps/plans what the building was used as during the war. After the war I believe the
site was used as a chicken farm. We’d love to hear any memories or stories anyone has
about the area.
We first started at Stibby Cafe in August 2004
and opened 7 nights a week until the end of October. We shut the weekend of Sat/Sun 30th/31st
Oct 2004 when the final part of the Flyover
went in crossing the A1 at Stibbington junction.
Doesn’t time fly!
Best wishes
Susan
Village Pizzas.

THE CHRISTIE HALL COMMUNITY LOTTERY
The final draw of the lottery
has been completed and
the winners are shown here.
With many thanks to,
Collette Ledger
of
The Cross Keys
Elton Road
Wansford
for drawing the tickets.

£60

C Sebastian

£50

J Edey

£40

P Collier

£30

T Rogers

£20

C Bass

£10

L McNamee

Once aain I would like to thank
everyone whho has participated in the lottery over the past years
Mat Free, Administrator
Mat.Free@hotmail.co.uk
Tel 07881834054
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Dear Tracy,
I just wanted to thank you for
publishing my letter about my
Beatrix Potter student film - ‘The
Lady of the Lakes’ - in the Living
Villages magazine earlier this
year.
This allowed me to connect with
a local and extremely talented
drone operator, Alex Meacock
of Camera Drone UK, who very
kindly offered to help me with my
final film after he saw my letter in
the magazine. You'll also be
able to recognise many local
locations such as Sacrewell Farm, Stibbington Railway, Old Sulehay woods and more,
which featured in the film – having grown up in Wansford, I was keen to include many
of my favourite local spots.
I have also dedicated the film in loving memory to the wonderful Rosie Edwards, who
used to be the editor for the Living Villages Magazine. Many years ago Rosie gave me
my first job, a chance to buy my first video camera and an opportunity make my first
short film, which was about The Stibbington Centre. It is because of Rosie that I was
able to earn my place on the highly acclaimed MA Wildlife Filmmaking course, run by
the BBC in Bristol, to pursue my wildlife filmmaking passion. I owe Rosie a great deal.
My completed MA film ‘The Lady of the Lakes’ is all about the life of the real Beatrix
Potter. Beatrix is a world renowned children’s author and illustrator, but often neglected are her remarkable accomplishments in the fields of science and conservation.
Brought to life through documentary dramatisation, the audience is taught about
Beatrix and her profound relationship with nature, from her meticulous work in
mycology, to her accomplishments in conservation, which enabled the protection of
some of Britain’s most valuable landscapes that we still treasure to this day.
A strong woman who defied the social pressures of Victorian society, the film explores
Beatrix’s story and discovers how her lifelong passion for nature and The Lake
District resulted in establishing her as one of the most forward thinking women and
key British conservationists of her time. If you would like to watch the short film, you
can view it here: https://vimeo.com/242037231
I am really pleased with the outcome of my film, which premiered in the Bristol
Everyman Cinema last month. Since I have completed it, I have gained my full MA
Wildlife Filmmaking degree qualification and am now working for a wonderful wildlife
filmmaking company called AGB Films who have made some of the BBC’s most
popular wildlife documentaries, amongst many other natural world shows for Channel
4, Discovery, National Geographic etc. We have just got back from a company trip to
Iceland and San Francisco which was brilliant – and I’m thrilled that my Beatrix film
has paved the way for me to obtain my dream career.
I really hope you enjoy watching ‘The Lady of the Lakes’ and huge thanks again for
your support.
Best wishes,
Olivia Frost
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DIARY DATES – JANUARY 2018
Wed 3

Friends of St Mary’s and
St Andrew’s

10.30am

St Mary’s

Dora Baker

782519

9

Mon 8

Wansford Parish Council
meeting

7.30pm

Community Hall

Wendy Gray

01778
441312

26

Mon 8

Thornhaugh Parish
Council

7.00pm

St Andrew’s

Deirdre
McCumisky

782668

25

Tues 9

WI meeting

7.30pm

Community Hall

Jan Armitage

789996

27

Sat 13

Thornhaugh Litter Pick

10.30am

Village Green

Nikki

07773
287312

24

Wed 17

Friends of St Mary’s and
St Andrew’s Lunch

Great Casterton
Garden Centre

Dora Baker

782519

9

Wed 17

Sibson-cum Stibbington
Parish Council

Environmental
Centre

Wendy Gray

01778
441312

24

Fri 19

WI 3C’s Craft Coffee and
Community

10.00am

Community hall

Jan Armitage

789996

27

Sun 4

Candlemas

5.00pm

St Remingius

Tony Capon

01733
237500

8

Wed 7

Friends of St Mary’s and
St Andrew’s

10.30am

St Mary’s

Dora Baker

782519

9

Mon 12

Wansford Parish Council
meeting

7.30pm

Community Hall

Wendy Gray

01778
441312

26

Tues 13

WI meeting

7.30pm

Community Hall

Jan Armitage

789996

27

Stibbington Centre Quiz
Night

7.30pm

Environmental
Centre

782386

13

782519

9

782386

13

Feb

Fri 23
Wed 21

Lent Lunch

Dora Baker

Sun 25

Mosaic Class

10 4.00pm

Environmental
Centre

Copy deadline next month: 20th January 2017

editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk
This magazine is available online at www.livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk
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Oil and gas boiler servicing,
fault diagnosis and repairs.
Heating system repairs,
installation and upgrades.
LPG gas, fires, boilers and
cookers.

8 Black Swan Spinney, Wansford
Email:
jo.childs@jc-heatingservices.co.uk

www.jc-heatingservices.co.uk
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