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WORSHIP NOVEMBER 2018

THANK YOU! W e had a w onderful
Parish Harvest Festival at Thornhaugh,
followed by a splendid Harvest Lunch the
next Saturday, organised by the Friends of
St. Andrew’s and St. Mary’s. Thank you to
those who took part in our service and who
decorated the church so beautifully, and
thank you to those of the Friends, and
others, who worked so hard to provide such
a delicious lunch. Harvest has been well
and truly celebrated and we praise God for
all his blessings!
Rev Jane
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WANSFORD
COMMUNITY HALL
Peterborough Road, Wansford

This hall accommodates parties of up to
36 people seated. Ideal for Meetings,
Workshops, Aerobics etc
GREAT VALUE AT ONLY £4 per hour
FOR BOOKINGS TELEPHONE

John Stannage 07879 485330
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REFLECTIONS by
Rev. Jane Tailby

REMEMBERING

At the beginning of November, many churches hold a service of
Commemoration for the Departed, or All Souls’ Service. In the Watersmete
Benefice our service is taking place at Nassington Church at 4 pm on
November 4th, and everyone from the villages, and beyond are warmly invited.
During the service the names of those who have died in the past year and
others people would like to remember are read aloud. I always find this a
particularly poignant moment as we name before God once more those we
have loved who are parted from us through death.
Equally poignant is the moment the following Sunday, Remembrance Sunday,
when the names of the fallen are read aloud, marking our recognition of lives
of service laid down in war. There is something about hearing the names read
aloud that somehow makes the people who carried those names more real to
us.
I well remember taking school parties to the First World War battlefields in
Belgium and to the Menin Gate in Ypres. In these places the children would
look for their own surnames on the graves or memorial walls, and although
they were probably not directly related, there was a connection there, and it
seemed as though those people behind the names became more real to the
children.
A name is significant, it identifies us, and one way or another it singles it out.
We feel more noticed if someone remembers our name and somehow
disappointed if they don’t. Calling someone by name should be a sign of care
and connection.
Of course one purpose of the November services, and those war graves and
memorial walls, is also to remember those people before God, who has written
all our names “on the palms of his hands”. (Isaiah 49. 16) God never forgets
any of us; who we are, symbolised by our names, is held close to his heart, as
are those we remember at this time of year – our own loved ones and those
lost in conflict.
And God knows too, the nameless: those whose earthly remains lie
unidentified in war graves, but “known unto to God”, those who have died
alone, unacknowledged by their fellows, and those who are nameless to us
now in other ways. God knows the names of the people who live on the
streets who we pass in Peterborough, he knows the names of those who have
no-one to talk to, those who suffer abuse or imprisonment; God knows them
and loves them – their names are important to him.
So perhaps in this season of remembering, as we name once more those we
love and those we commemorate, we can also give thought to the nameless,
those “known only by God” and reflect his care and compassion for them.
Rev. Jane
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FRIENDS OF ST REMIGIUS WATER NEWTON

WATER NEWTON’S VERY SPECIAL
CHRISTMAS CAROLS and FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
Friday 14th December at 7pm
St Remigius Church
Come with your Lanterns to Light up the Church
You are invited to join us for a relaxed evening of carols and
Christmas music with mulled wine and a ‘pop up’ bar serving wines,
ales, soft drinks and seasonal food.
The exterior of the church will be brilliantly illuminated with
powerful coloured lights from LED lamps and lasers. Be awed by the
interior ﬁlled with light from dozens of candlelit lanterns.
Please bring along as many lanterns and candles to add to those
that will light the church within while coloured lighting, ﬁre pits and
a brazier will be outside to give warmth.
We will serve mulled wine on arrival and sing carols around the tree
and celebrate the Christmas story.
There will be Christmas music from the Castor Hand-Belles
This is a Christmas Carol event for all - children are especially
welcome - so if you have little ones, then bring them along.
Following the carol singing, we will continue to celebrate the
season with a ‘pop up’ bar - enjoy your favourite drink and mingle
with friends.
After the carols we will have more Christmas music and, who
knows? - perhaps we will break into more carol singing!
Put the date in your diary - tell your friends and family and bring
them along.

Everybody Welcome from All our Villages
Happy Christmas
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, STIBBINGTON
Harvest Thanksgiving
and Bring and Share Supper
‘Raise the Song of Harvest Home’
We certainly ‘raised the song of Harvest home’ on
Sunday evening 14 October in our beautifully
decorated church. Our service was warmly led by
Frs Ray Hemingray and Haydn Smart. Once again
we were delighted to be aided in our worship by
Eddie McDonnell providing music along with three
choir members from St Kyneburgha, Castor.
Following our service of celebration and thanks we
all tucked into a hearty feast. The joy of a Bring
and Share supper is seeing the variety of delicious
eats and drinks brought along by everyone - for all
of this we were truly grateful.
A most pleasant evening of fellowship and
friendship was enjoyed by all.
Our Harvest offerings will be donated to the
Peterborough Food Bank
‘We thank thee then, O Father, for all things
bright and Beautiful, the seedtime and the
harvest, our life, our health, our food’
Carol Lindsay, Church Warden
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FRIENDS OF ST MARYS AND ST ANDREWS
News from The Friends.
At the time of publication The Friends will have held a final coffee stop in St
Mary’s on 24th October, in aid of The Parkinson’s Society. Wonderful support
over the summer has enabled us to send over £500 to the Mazwi Village
Project.
Our Harvest Lunch, held on a very hot and sunny October 13th, was also
very enjoyable and successful, raising funds for the Salvation Army.
The next event will be the Christmas Bazaar, this year focusing on afternoon
teas with stalls, a raffle and children’s activities. This is on Saturday 24th
November in the Christie Hall from 2-4 pm.
Caroline

ST MARY’S WANSFORD
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE SUNDAY 11th NOVEMBER
As this year marks the Centenary of the end of World War One there will be
a Special Service of Remembrance in Wansford Church at 10.50am.
Representatives of The British Legion Stibbington and District now County
Supported Branch will take part in an Act of Remembrance. There will be
Commemorative Display to honour former pupils of Stibbington Board School
who lost their lives.
The singing of appropriate music will be lead by Wansford Church Choir.
Coffee will be available from10.30am prior to the start of the Service.

WANSFORD FILLED WITH THE SOUND OF MUSIC
This month there are two Concerts with contrasting types of Music in
Wansford.
On Friday 2nd November Wansford Church is the venue for AN EVENING OF
FOLK MUSIC WITH A DIFFERENCE at 7.30 pm. This features The Lincolnshire
Poachers, the return of Fellacapella, and the world premiere of the talented
Wansford Community Choir.
Further details on Poster
Then on Friday 30th November you are invited to Christie Hall for a Seasonal
Singalong with WANSFORD UKULELE FOLK. There will be a variety of popular
Christmas songs and other favourites to join in with and song sheets will be
provided.
Also see poster.
There is a Bar at both events and tickets include a drink on arrival.
Tickets from Wansford Post Office/01780 783205/or At the door.
You are guaranteed a fun evening at both events which will also be raising
funds for charitable causes
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Ringing Remembers
On 11 November 2018, 100 years since the Armistice, bells will ring out
from churches and cathedrals in villages, towns and cities across the
country. Big Ben will also strike at 11am to mark the centenary. For this
year in particular, the UK Government has invited all bell ringers to join the
nation in marking the end of the First World War by ringing together on
Remembrance Sunday. They would like the ringing to take place from
12.30pm on Sunday 11 November, in addition to any ringing for services.

Church bells across the UK remained restricted throughout the course of the
war and only rang freely once Armistice was declared on 11 November
1918.
Many bell ringers joined the war effort, and many lost their lives. Just after
the war, the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers wrote to all bell towers
to compile the Roll of Honour. At the time 1,100 men were reported as lost.
During the First World War Centenary, the Central Council of Bell Ringers
has been reviewing this list and has discovered further bell ringers who died
in service to come to a total figure of 1,400.
To mark the final year of the First World War centenary commemorations, it
was announced in 2017 that 1,400 new bell ringers would be recruited in
honour of the 1,400 who lost their lives during the First World War. This
campaign, called “Ringing Remembers”, aims to keep this traditional British
art alive in memory of the 1,400 – linking together past, present and future.
This campaign has been very successful, and to date there are some 1,800
new ringers registered with the website.

The Peterborough Branch has been doing its bit in encouraging new ringers,
and many are being trained throughout the area. The Roll of Honour on the
CCCBR website identifies 7 ringers linked to Peterborough Churches, who
lost their lives in first world war, and significantly more than that number
have been recruited and trained over the last year. It is intended that as
many of these new ringers as possible will take part in the ringing on
Sunday 11 November.
The Nassington band has recruited 5 new ringers, and they will be ringing
on the day. We will ring across the Benefice at Wansford, Thornhaugh and
Yarwell, and also at Barnack, either for service, or in the afternoon to meet
the Government’s request.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM!
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Peterborough
Mobile Library
Every Tuesday
Haycock 1.00 - 1.30pm
and
Nene Close 1.40 - 2.10pm
Alternate Thursdays
Thornhaugh Village
13/9 and 27/9
and
Thornhaugh Home Farm
6/9 and 20/9
3.50 - 4.10pm
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Tel: 07743 087241
Email: annaforbes@live.co.uk
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Communicare

(Wansford & Kings Cliffe Surgery Patient Group)
We would like to thank all those patients who attended the concert by the
Yarwell & Nassington Britannia Band last month from which Communicare will
be benefiting as the nominated charity for the event. It was a thoroughly
enjoyable evening and everyone was most generous when it came to buying
raffle tickets. We had managed to secure some very desirable prizes mainly
from local organisations and businesses to whom we owe a huge debt of
gratitude for their support.
Our next general patients’ meeting will take place on Wednesday 28th
November at Wansford Surgery at the earlier time of 12.30pm (winter
schedule meeting time to avoid dark evenings). We hope to welcome a guest
speaker and further details will be posted on the surgery website and
noticeboards and circulated by email.
The social group will meet for the last coffee morning for this year on Friday
16th November at 10.00am at Kings Cliffe Active hall. Unfortunately our
usual caterer is no longer able to provide our post Christmas lunch in January
but we are investigating other possible venues which might be suitable for
this popular get-together.
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As the nights pull in
make sure your elderly neighbours aren’t left in the dark
Consumer advice from Safe Local Trades
At this point in the year, the clocks have gone back and we start to think more
about winter – and the ideal time to get into the habit of keeping an eye on an
older friend or neighbour.
The winter months can be lonely and isolating for those who are less mobile; a
knock at the door after dark can be frightening and cold callers on the phone
can leave the recipient feeling vulnerable. The situation isn’t helped by the
many rogue traders who try to tout for work in the local area, often
suggesting to the home owner that a roof or guttering are in need of repair
before winter sets in. This can lead to vulnerable people parting with their
cash and getting nothing but shoddy work and a huge dent in their savings in
return.
Then there are phone scams, which may on the surface seem to be less
intrusive but are equally as dangerous. These can range from callers claiming
to be from companies to check non-existent faults on your computer, banks
claiming to check your account details and even so-called medical companies
suggesting the need for mobile aids from electric chairs to stair lifts.
Share these tips with family and friends, and older relatives:
• Be careful what you say about yourself on social media
• Set your privacy settings
• Keep your media profiles, such as Facebook and LinkedIn to a minimum
(your name) and don't post your address or date of birth
• Be very cautious about giving out personal information to people you don't
know – age, address, phone number etc
• In public places make sure nobody can hear your conversations or look over
your shoulder when banking, shopping or making other confidential online
transactions.
With winter on the way, maybe now is a good time to join a Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme within your community. Safe Local Trades, covering the PE
Postcode area, has worked with many local Neighbourhood Watch groups over
the years over the past decade. It has been proven that areas which operate a
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme are less likely to be targeted by crime, rogue
traders and distraction burglars. More information can be found at https://
www.safelocaltrades.com/consumers/advice/your-neighbourhoodneighbourhoodwatch
Meanwhile, don’t be fooled by rogue or cowboy traders making an offer that
seems too good to be true – as it most probably is.
Safe Local Trades can recommend trusted and reliable tradespeople in a range
of areas – all of which come with a customer seal of approval
www.safelocaltrades.com or service providers at www.safelocalservices.com
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Yoga
Yoga for Body, Mind and Well Being
All are Welcome
Mons 10.30am Laxton Village Hall NN17 3AT
7.30pm KingsCliffe Memorial Hall PE8 6XW
Tues
Weds

5.45 & 7pm Wansford Christie Hall
7pm Bulwick Village Hall (booking only)

Thurs 10am Wansford Christie Hall PE8 6JS
Easton on Hill 4.30 pm (gentle/chair) & 6.30pm
(mixed ability) Village Hall PE9 3NN
Beginner 1-1 sessions & Therapeutic Yoga with Penny

07960267986 or pennyyoga@yahoo.co.uk
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Special Report
by Tim Pearson

The Tomb of

The
St.
Andrew’s
Churchyard,
Thornhaugh is the burial ground for
the Parishes of Thornhaugh and
Wansford. The responsibility for the
maintenance and upkeep of the
burial ground was passed to the
Thornhaugh Parish Council (PC) on
1st January 2008, by the Wansford
and Thornhaugh Parochial Church
Council (PCC). The Thornhaugh PC,
in association with Wansford PC,
formed a committee consisting of
two members of Thornhaugh PC and
two members of Wansford PC to
manage
the
burial
ground.
Peterborough City Council requires
Thornhaugh P.C. and Wansford P.C.

to contribute £1,500 and £2,000
annually from their precepts to pay
for the costs of the management.
Since The Parish Councils took on
this responsibility, we have done
much to improve things. Breaches in
the western wall have been rebuilt
and repaired, particularly at the
southern end next to the gate where
a large tree had to be removed. The
front wall has been recapped and
repointed and slabs alongside the
path up to the church door have
been replaced. A very large tree had
an enormous bough removed to
render it safe. Lavender has
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the Unknown Knight
been planted alongside the main
path and the path running due north
at the back of the burial ground,
along with roses as proposed by an
old document. The roses have been
a bit of a disaster. All of those
chosen in 2011 for their colour and
fragrance have received the same
treatment, but some have flourished
abundantly whilst others have simply
died. Cheaper replacements have
followed the same pattern and more
will be planted this autumn in the
hope that eventually all will flourish.

Deirdre McCumiskey for being such
an efficient clerk. We must also
thank Bob Reeve for hosting our
meetings and working with Simon on
our projects. We will continue to
strive to make the burial ground
attractive,
safe,
pleasing
and
peaceful, worthy to be the resting
place for residents of Thornhaugh
and Wansford and an unknown
knight.

We are very fortunate to have Simon
Hurn doing the general maintenance
and stonework. He renders unsafe
gravestones vertical where required,
grave slabs horizontal when they
have subsided, paths tidied, grass
cut, hedges trimmed, etc. and my
purpose in bringing all of the above
to your attention is to highlight his
efforts on what we have called the
“Tomb of the Unknown Knight”. In a
corner just to the left of the main
door there is a curious carving on a
grave slab which appears to be of a
large sword with a double handle
and a long tapering point. Without
disturbing the grave, Simon has rearranged the blocks of rubble that
lay around it, along with some other
redundant
stonework
from
the
churchyard, to produce the delightful
feature shown in the photos.
The Thornhaugh and Wansford
Parish
Councils
Burial
Ground
Management Committee is indebted
to Simon for all his hard work and to
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HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Having had a well-earned rest after
the annual show our activities resume
with the final talk of the year - Sue
Jakeman’s Bees and Beekeeping
evening on 25th October - but too
late for me to review it this month.
There are however two more events
before the end of the year: our
private guided visit to Rockingham
Castle on Thursday 29th November
and the A.G.M./Christmas party on
Saturday 8th December.
At present there are still a few places
available for Rockingham, so please do
contact me if you wish to join us. The
details are as follows – we meet at the
castle at 3 p.m. using our own transport
(lifts/car shares may well be available).
The tour, led by a costumed guide
(housekeeper, butler or governess
perhaps) starts at 3 15 p.m. and we
have tea afterwards at 4.30 p.m., which
will be a hot drink and a hot mince pie.
The total cost per person is £16.95.
Time will have been reset to Christmas
Eve in 1849, and the Castle will be
decorated as it would have been, with
roaring fires lit and food prepared ready
to serve at the Great Hall Table which
will be laid for a sumptuous dinner.
Our Christmas meal which follows the A.G.M. will not be quite so magnificent,
nevertheless we will be serving the usual generous 3 course supper with wine
for just £9 members and £11 non members. Proceedings start at 7 p.m. with
the A.G.M. which we promise to keep brief, and we will endeavour to make
the party as enjoyable as ever! I have already started a list of those keen to
attend, so please get in touch if you would like to join us.
Full
details
of
the
society
can
be
found
on
the
website:
www.wansfordhorticulturalsociety.org.uk. Please contact me if you would like
to join (£2.50 per person which will cover 2019 membership too) or if have
any other queries.
Gill Fisher

23

THORNHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL
The Third Meeting of the 2018/19 Thornhaugh Parish Council took place on 17 th
September 2018. It was chaired by Chris Smith, present were Liam Higgins,
Ashleigh Kewney, Martin Lewis, Louise Molesworth, Lucy Sharpley, Adrian
Rodgers, Penny Lewin-Watts and three Members of the Public and the Clerk.
There were apologies for absence from Diane Lamb (Ward Councillor).
Declarations of Interest
Lucy Sharpley declared an interest in Planning Application 18/01358/FUL –
Conversion of farm barns to provide two holiday lets and erection of cart shed
at Croft Farm, Meadow Lane, Thornhaugh.

Public Participation
The Members of the Public raised the following issues:Lindsey Freeman suggested that the formation of a Footpath Committee to
monitor and deal with local footpath issues could be beneficial and get
issues sorted out more quickly. Representatives from the villages of
Wansford, Wittering and Yarwell would be invited to join. The Parish
Councillors thanked Lindsey for this great idea and Lindsey will start the
process of forming a Footpath Committee and will contact the Parish
Council for any support and with the progress in due course.
Martin Witherington reported that he is liaising with Ms J Turnham, PCC Solicitor
who is dealing with the formalisation of the Chicken Farm Footpath. Martin
confirmed that all was going well with the application although his contact
seems to be a little slow in answering his enquiries about the publication of
the notice relating to the footpath. He is chasing it. The Parish Councillors
thanked him for his efforts and commitment.
Repair of the stone wall at the top of Russell Hill
It was noted that work has begun to repair the stone wall and should be
completed by the end of September 2018. It was confirmed that the top stones
will be cemented in before the job is complete.
Planning Consultation Notification 18/00295 (9 x various signs) –
Super Service Station, Great North Road, Thornhaugh
The Chairman has not yet had a reply to her letter requesting tree/hedge
screening to deal with the light pollution problem.
Telephone Box (Library)
The Parish Councillors agreed to approach any handyperson or painter that they
know to try to obtain further quotations for the re-painting of the Telephone
Box.
Public Footpaths
This had already been discussed, in the main, under Public Participation.
However, it was confirmed that an e-mail had been received from Andrew
Sharpley confirming that the footpath across the wheat field was clear and that
he was liaising with the people using the fields for potatoes to ensure they
reinstate the footpath.
Correspondence
A thank you letter had been received from a resident for repairing her fence
that had been damaged by a hanging basket. Also, a letter of apology for
non-attendance was sent to RAF Wittering in reference to their recent open
evening.
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Planning Application 18/01358/FUL – Conversion of farm barns to provide
two holiday lets and erection of cart shed at Croft Farm, Meadow Lane,
Thornhaugh
The Chairman and Martin Lewis had met with Mr D Jolley, PCC Planning Officer
whilst he was undertaking a Site Survey. The Parish Councillors’ main concerns
centered around the potential effect on the community of holiday lets, but of wider
concern (also heard from village residents) was the potential additional vehicles
going to/from the holiday lets, an additional vehicular entrance being made at the
narrowest point of Meadow Lane currently used as turning and parking, and that
the site for a new building (cart shed) is outside the village envelope. The Parish
Council’s comments have been submitted to the PCC Planning Department and the
Planning Application will be discussed at a Planning Committee Meeting towards
the end of September 2018.

Speeding Motorists in the Village
It was noted that, disappointingly, many of the speeding motorists are village
residents. It was agreed to remind residents of the speed limits when the
Christmas Tree flyer is distributed. Liam Higgins agreed to obtain some prices for
interactive signs.
Provision of a Defibrillator in the Village
Louise Molesworth agreed to obtain some prices for a defibrillator. It was noted
that it could probably be installed in the Telephone Box (Library).
Fence Repair
A resident’s fence was damaged when a hanging basket fell onto it. The Parish
Council has funded the repair of the fence. Chris Smith had purchased more
robust clips for the baskets which will be given to Hillfield Nurseries to put on the
baskets for next year.
Louise Molesworth will liaise with Hillfield Nurseries
regarding the supply of the winter hanging baskets.
Review of Village Party
Louise Molesworth reported that this had been a success and enjoyed by those
who had attended (around 28 people). Thanks were expressed to Mr A Sharpley
for the use of part of his farm yard for the event and to all those residents who did
all the planning and made the event happen.
GDPR
The Chairman will draft a GDPR Privacy Statement for the Website. It was agreed
not to join CAPALC’s GDPR Membership Scheme.
A1 Access and Exit Signage and Layby
The Chairman and Liam Higgins are due to meet with the Highways Agency on 18 th
September 2018. It was reported that the layby on the A1 North (just before the
turning into Thornhaugh) is likely to be permanently closed as part of the A47
Wansford to Sutton Dualling project. Chris Smith/Liam Higgins will circulate notes
of the meeting to Councillors in due course.
Joint Minerals & Waste Local Plan – Submitted Sites
This was noted but no further action is required.

Christmas Tree
The Christmas Tree lights will be switched on at 6.00 pm on 9 th December 2018.
This is once again being funded by the Bill Rogers Memorial Fund with thanks to
Nicky Rogers who will also produce a flyer about the event to be distributed to all
village residents.
The next meeting of Thornhaugh Parish Council will take place at 7.00 pm on 19 th
November 2018 in St Andrew’s Church.
Deirdre McCumiskey, Clerk

25

WANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council (WPC) Meeting was held in the Community
Hall, on the 8th October, with Cllrs Garner, Handley and
Stannage present, together with 13 members of the public.
A full account of the minutes of the meeting can be found on
the WPC website.
There was a presentation from John Dadge of Barker Storey Matthews
regarding a proposal for developing part of the area of land off Old Leicester
Road, known as the Seeds Field. There was a previous application made to
PCC Planning, which residents and WPC were critical of and opposed to.
It was said an Environmental Impact Assessment was in process to address
the concerns over the adjacent SSSI, but notwithstanding this, it is still a
green field site outside the village envelope. WPC will be discussing these
proposals fully at the next parish council meeting.
Nene Close residents were most concerned over the effect the new two
house development was having on general vehicle access and parking. It was
said that Cross Keys Homes had sold off three parking spaces, further
worsening the parking situation.
It was brought to WPC attention that there were significant safety issues with
trenches left open on the pavement in the area of the new houses. From the
meeting, WPC would advise PCC Highways. There was also concern
expressed of Cross Keys intentions over the garages, and WPC would seek a
meeting with them to clarify.
Preliminary work has now commenced with the Community Hall, and best
intentions are for completion by end of December 2018.
Wansford in England Cricket Club has made a request to WPC for financial
assistance towards the pavilion roof, which is in a desperate state of
disrepair. Whilst it is acknowledged the club is not in Wansford parish, it is a
longstanding sporting tradition for Wansford residents, and agreed we should
work with ScS Parish to find a way forward.
Our Quality Status process is now well advanced, and our Clerk Wendy Gray
has put tremendous effort into achieving this.
WPC are now covered by the CAPALC scheme for GDPR, so we can rest in
our beds knowing we are legally compliant.
Interest from the meeting was disappointingly poor regards progressing a
Neighbourhood Plan.
The A47 Wansford to Sutton Dualling Public Consultations have been held,
with the Haycock presentation being particularly well attended by residents,
who overwhelmingly opposed the Highways England (HE) preferred route
cutting a swathe through the Nene Valley and Ancient Woodland.
The Response Forms have to be in by early November, so please take a
moment to fill them in and send them off to HE.
John Stannage, Chairman Wansford Parish Council
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Molecatchers Cottage
28 High Street
Upwood
Cambs
PE26 2QE

Domestic, commercial, rural and
urban pest control.
Also, traditional mole control
(no poisons).
Fully insured.
FREE estimates.
Contact Graham on;
T 07917358925

E gbpestcontrol@hotmail.com
W www.gbpestcontrol.com
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PETER

RIDDINGTON

LANDSCAPING

We supply and install Patios & Pathways, Decking, Stone Walls and Fencing,
We plant Trees, Shrubs Hedges and Flowers, and offer a complete Garden
Maintenance and Improvement Service. Garden design service provided
Contact Peter Riddington today for a free quotation

4 LOCKS GREEN, YARWELL, PETERBOROUGH PE8 6PY
Telephone: 01780 783004 Mobile: 07860 962068
Email: peter@peterriddington.co.uk

CONQUER TREE SERVICES
All aspects of tree surgery covered:
Pruning Re-shaping Felling Topping Hedge trimming
FREE no obligation quotation — Fully insured
Shaun Burnett (NPTC Fully Qualified Arborist)

Telephone 01780 749567 Mobile 07905 317315
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BARKLEYS GARDEN SERVICES
Grass cutting, weeding,
hedge trimming

GRIFFIN
Solid Fuel Merchant
Supplier of Pre Packs

Lady gardener
available

Coal Bunkers Charcoal Compost
Flo Gas Logs & Sticks Salt

Bev & Peter
Ailsworth
(01733) 380480
07593721144
beverleybarkley1@gmail.com

Coal Yard

Station Road
Nassington
01780 782540
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Office

12 Church Hill
Castor
01733 380470
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NATURE NOTES
By Graham Blagden

MUSHROOMS AND TOADSTOOLS

Autumn is really with us now.
All the fruits and berries I wrote about last
month are still in the hedges but are less obvious due to the amazing mixture of
brightly coloured leaves on our trees, shrubs and hedgerow plants.
The
treescape is a mass of red, orange, yellow and purple contrasting with the bright
green of trees yet to succumb to the process of autumn leaf fall. The fall of
leaves is well underway though and the ground is littered with a kaleidoscope of
colour.
However not all that glitter are leaves. Autumn is the time for fungi to display
themselves to the world - mushrooms, toadstools and puffballs. What we
commonly think of as mushrooms are the above ground fruiting bodies of fungal
mycelia, myriads of fine threads spreading through the soil feeding on dead
vegetative matter. Without such fungi the cycle of life could not continue.
Traditional mushrooms, not the button things grown in mushroom houses and
sold in their millions in supermarkets, are large flat horse mushrooms found in
meadows in autumn mornings and cooked whole.
The real taste of the
countryside. There are other edible mushrooms but you need to be an expert to
pick and eat these.
Many other such fruiting bodies are not edible and we usually call these
toadstools. One typical toadstool is the Fly Agaric, a bright crimson cap spotted
with white marks, commonly found in November beneath birch trees. Delightful
to look at but don’t touch! They were often shown in early Disney cartoons as
they were so bright and attractive.
There are thousands of species of fungi, the majority of which are not visible to
the naked eye. The causal agents of many plant diseases are fungi - rusts on
cereal crops, moulds on fruit trees and flowers and are particularly prevalent
during damp autumn days. There are benefits, however. We could not bake
bread without yeast, a fungal mould, nor could we successfully brew beer.
Grape juice could not be turned into wine without yeast varieties.

Many of our modern medicines use chemicals produced from fungi. In 1928
Alexander Fleming noticed that a Penicillium mould introduced into a culture dish
of Staphylococcus bacteria exhibited a clear area around itself in which no
bacteria grew. He subsequently isolated the chemical that inhibited the growth
of the bacteria - penicillin was introduced to the world as one of the first
antibiotics. To many people this appeared to be magic - a magic potion to solve
all our woes.
For centuries Fairy Rings were thought to have magical properties. Circles of
mushrooms would appear overnight in woodlands or grassy areas. It was
believed they were created by fairies and if you stepped in such a ring you
would disappear - or worse. Now we know that as a fungal mycelium grows it
uses up all the nutrients in a particular area and moves on and outward from its
original position. This leaves a strip of dead grass with a brighter green of
stimulated grass growth on either side. After rain toadstools will commonly
appear on the growing front.
If you are lucky and get up really early you may see an elf sitting on one of the
toadstools.

33

34

35

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk
Having lived in Wansford for nearly ten years I have as have many
people seen the rise in car numbers some people cope but some
take on a somewhat personal attack attitude and claim ownership
of a particular parking spot. I have myself been subject to
complaints for parking, some justified but in the main mostly
ridiculously unjust! Some are claiming resident parking when
surely it’s a main road. I had a note pushed through my letterbox
stating I was taking up residents spaces! I was reported to the
local parish council for parking my van dangerously and residents
from chapel court couldn't see to exit junction, maybe if the
bollards were not there you could see perfectly! Also it was in a
parking space I was previously asked to move it as it was blocking
light and taking up space, as was my car apparently. Now we all
like to park outside or near to our house of course we do but I feel
the most anyone will have to walk to home from the car this side of
the bridge is maybe 30 seconds! And lets face it when buying a
property along Elton road it’s on street parking - don't moan once
you move in! Or it becomes a problem now and not when you lived
elsewhere in the village! You do not own the road its every man for
himself when parking in Wansford, it’s not personal it’s not done to
wind anyone up its purely finding a parking space. Of all the things
in our lives going on around us that deserve our time and
commitment surely a parking space pales into insignificance
Regards
Allen Freeman
Elton road
Have just opened October issue and had a good read! Liked the comments
about Mr Coles and his harvesting machines. As you may remember I
worked at Sacrewell 1947 -9 at harvest times and remember Jimmy Coles
well. I also worked for Wansford Post Office delivering mail for Wansford and
Thornhaugh in the summer and at Christmas then and was surprised to find
Jimmy's mail and that of his mother was addressed to "Smith". When I commented it was explained to me that Jimmy Coles was really Jimmy Coals, a
nickname for his permanent blackened appearance and his correct surname
was Smith! Thought you would like to know!
Regards
Nan Alden (Nancy Death)
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Hi Tracy
Hope you are well. In case it is a precursor of a trend
in our quiet but close to main roads villages I am
advising you that a few days ago the number plates of
one of my cars were stolen whilst it was parked on my
driveway at 5 Robinswood. No sure if a warning to
other residents is of any value or not.
Cheers
Robin
A47 Wansford to Sutton Dualling An Update
The Statutory Consultation on this scheme continues until the 12 th
November.
The stocks of the response documents seem to have run out and
Highways England have removed all their documentation from the
Haycock. You can still respond to the consultation online at
highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a47-wansford-to-sutton-dualling/ or
you can simply email a response to A47WansfordtoSuttonRIS@highwaysengland.co.uk.
Several people have asked about Question 10 in the Response Form
which asks for commends on the Preliminary Environmental
Information Report. The information booklet has no significant
information about this but the Report can be found at https://
highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a47-wansford-to-suttonstatutory-consultation/supporting_documents/A47%20Wansford%
20to%20Sutton%20Preliminary%20Environmental%20Information%
20Report%20PEIR.pdf .
More simply if you type A47 Wansford to Sutton into a search
engine, get to the consultation page and then links to all the
documents are listed right at the bottom of the page. There is also a
non-technical summary but it is very misleading. If in doubt I would
suggest that people tick the No Opinion box and then comment that
the information was not available.
The ACCT group, supported by Wansford and Sutton parish councils,
continues to campaign around the villages with the battle bus and
the response has been very encouraging.
Richards Clarke, Wansford Parish Council.
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DIARY DATES – NOVEMBER 2018
Fri 2

WI 3C’s Craft Coffee and
Community

Fri 2

Musical Evening

Wed 7
Wed 7

Friends of St Mary’s and
St Andrew’s AGM
Sibson-cum Stibbington
Parish Council

Community hall

Jan Armitage

789996

31

Wansford Church

Alan Jones

783205

13

10.30am

Community Hall

Dora Baker

782519

10

7.00pm

Stibbington
Centre

Wendy Gray

01778
441312

22

10.00am

Sun 11

Remembrance Sunday
Ringing Remembers

12.30pm

Various Churches

Mon 12

Wansford Parish Council

7.30pm

Community Hall

Wendy Gray

01778
441312

24

Mon 12

End of A47 Consultation

Tues 13

WI meeting AGM

7.15pm

Community Hall

Jan Armitage

789996

31

10.00am

Kings Cliffe Active
Sports Hall

Clare Wagstaff

470437

15

10.00am

Community hall

Jan Armitage

789996

31

Fri 16

Fri 16
Fir 16
Wed 21

Communicare Coffee
Morning
WI 3C’s Craft Coffee and
Community
Peterborough Christmas
Light Switch-on
Friends of St Mary’s and
St Andrew’s

11

29
10.30am

Community Hall

Dora Baker

782519

10

Chrsitie Hall

Dora Baker

782519

10

Wansford Surgery

Clare Wagstaff

470437

15

Sat 24

Friends of St Mary’s and
St Andrew’s Christmas
Bazaar

Wed 28

Communicare Meeting

Thurs 29

Hort Soc Trip

Rockingham

Gill Fisher

782446

23

Thurs 29

WI Book Group

Haycock

Jan Armitage

789996

31

12.30pm

Fri 30

Wansford Ukulele
Concert

7.30pm

Christie Hall

Alan Jones

783205

10

DEC
Sat 8

Hort Society Christmas
Meal and AGM

7.00pm

Christie Hall

Gill Fisher

782446

23

Fri 14

Festival of Lights

7.00pm

St Remigius

Tony Capon

8

Thornhaugh Parish
Council

7.00pm

St Andrew’s

Deirdre
McCumiskey
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Wed 19

Copy deadline next month: 20th November 2018

editor@livingvillagesmagazine.co.uk
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Oil and gas boiler servicing,
fault diagnosis and repairs.
Heating system repairs,
installation and upgrades.
LPG gas, fires, boilers and
cookers.

8 Black Swan Spinney, Wansford
Email:
jo.childs@jc-heatingservices.co.uk

www.jc-heatingservices.co.uk
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